REGULAR BOARD MEETING

APRIL 2, 2024






Report of the General Manager
1. Water Supply Report 03/26/24

2. Informational Items
a. With Snowpack At Normal., What’s The Hold Up With
AG Water Allocation, Yourcentralvalley.com, 03/27/24

b. Court Green Lights State’s Flows Plan, Rejects All Claims,

AgAlert, 03/27/24

¢. MBK Engineers Report Highlights Advantages Of The

Agreements To Support Healthy Rivers And Landscapes Over

The 55% Unimpaired Flow Scenario, NorCal Water Insight,

03/27/24

d. Law & Legislation Forum, Groundwater Resources
Association Of California, 04/18/24

3. Report on General Manager Activities
a. Stockton East Water District Activities Update

4. Stockton East Water District Finance Update

Director Reports
1. San Joaquin County Town Hall — Water Solutions Meeting,
03/26/24

Communications
1. Greater Stockton Chamber Of Commerce — 2024 State of the
City, 10:30 a.m., 04/18/24

Agenda Planning/Upcoming Events
1. Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce Monthly Mixer —
Collins Electric, 4:30 p.m., 04/04/24

2. San Joaquin County and Delta Water Quality Coalition
Steering Committee Meeting, 9:00 a.m., 04/08/24

Closed Session

1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED
LITIGATION Potential exposure to litigation — Government Code

Section 54956.9 — two cases

Adjournment
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Certification of Posting

I hereby certify that on March 28, 2024 I posted a copy of the foregoing agenda in the
outside display case at the District Office, 6767 East Main Street, Stockton, California,
said time being at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Stockton East Water District (Government Code Section 54954.2).

Executed at Stockton, California on March 28, 2024.

Prlya Ram, Finance Director
Stockton East Water District

Any materials related to items on this agenda distributed to the Board of Directors of Stockton East Water District less than 72 hours
before the public meeting are available for public inspection at the District’s office located at the following address: 6767 East Main
Street, Stockton, CA 95215. Upon request, these materials may be available in an alternative format to persons with disabilities
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Agenda Item: D-1
Date: 04/02/24

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF STOCKTON EAST WATER DISTRICT WAS HELD AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE
6767 EAST MAIN STREET, STOCKTON, CA
ON TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2024 AT 12:30 P.M.

. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL
President Atkins called the regular meeting to order at 12:30 p.m., and Director Nakaue led the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Present at roll call at the District were Directors Atkins, Cortopassi, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza,
Sanguinetti and Watkins. Also present were Manager Hopkins, Assistant Manager Vega, District
Engineer Evensen, Finance Director Ram, Maintenance Manager Higares, Water Supply Manager
Donis, Administrative Clerk Barraza, Accounts Clerk Gamboa, and Legal Counsel Zolezzi.

. CONSENT CALENDAR (None)
. PUBLIC COMMENT (None)

. SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS AND AGENDA ITEMS
1. Minutes 03/19/24 Regular Meeting

A motion was moved and seconded to approve March19, 2024, Minutes, as presented.
Roll Call:

Ayes:  Atkins, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins, Cortopassi

Nayes:  None

Abstain:  None

Absent:  None

2. Warrants

Fund 68 — Municipah& Industrial Groundwater Fund
Fund 70 — AdministrationyFund

Fund 71 — Water Supply Fund

Fund 91 — Vehiele Fund

Fund 94 — Municipal & Industrial Fund

Summary

Short Names/Acronym List

SEWD Vehicles & Heavy Equipment

S@ o a0 o

Director Cortopassi inquired on page 12, line 61 for USACE Finance and Accounting for O&M
Water Storage 01/01/23-12/31/23 in the amount of $1,110,365.64 asking if the amount has always
been this high. Manager Hopkins replied yes, the annual charge is consistent for 2020 through 2024.

Director Atkins inquired on page 15, line 70 for the ACE Amature & Motor Company for Motor
Inspection and Repair on P-24 in the amount of $21,296.69 asking if the repair was only done on
the motor. In response, Maintenance Manager Higares confirmed that they were rebuilding the
motor, ensuring its functionality, and installing a new motor heater. He also mentioned that the
motor, initially bought without a heater, was damaged by moisture or debris which could have
originated from the skylights. Following up, Director Atkins sought information on the motor's size,
to which Maintenance Manager Higares stated it was 300 horsepower.
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Director Cortopassi inquired about Comfort Air's Structural & HVAC work for HSPS Project-
Process Billing cost of $113,730 related to total project cost. District Engineer Evensen responded
that the total project cost is approximately $250,000.

A motion was moved and seconded to approve the March 26, 2024 Warrants, as presented.
Roll Call:

Ayes:  Atkins, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins, Cortopassi

Nayes: None

Abstain: None

Absent:  None

Business Consultant Agreements 04/01/24 — 03/31/25
a. Anthony Barkett

A motion was moved and seconded to approve the Business Consultant Agreement with Anthony
M. Barkett for a one-year period from April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025.

Roll Call:

Ayes:  Atkins, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins; Cortopassi

Nayes:  None

Abstain:  None

Absent:  None

b. Doyce Boesch

A motion was moved and secondedsto approve the Business Consultant Agreement with Doyce
Boesch for a one-year period from ‘April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025. This is a Business
Consultant Agreement for Federal Affairs.

Roll Call:

Ayes:  Atkins, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins, Cortopassi
Nayes: None

Abstain: None

Absent:  None

Stockton East Water District — Consideration of Contract Award for Aquifer Storage and Recovery
Well Construction Phase 2A Memo

Manager Vega presented the ASR Well Project, which is budgeted for construction in FY 24/25,
with the design completed in FY 23/24. Phase 2A involves constructing the actual well, while Phase
2B includes installing all the necessary components such as the pump, piping, valves, electrical
components, and rehabilitating the well-house. Five bids were requested from ASR well
construction companies, out of which Two bids were submitted and staff reviewed and noted
insufficient funding is available to complete Phase 2B adequately. Due to overall project cost, staff
recommended the Board reject all bids and secure additional grant funding to construct the project.
Discussion followed.

A motion was moved and seconded to reject all bids and readvertise for bids after securing additional
grant funding.

Roll Call:
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Ayes:  Atkins, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins, Cortopassi
Nayes:  None
Abstain: None
Absent:  None

Stockton East Water District —~Water Rights Fee Calculations

Manager Hopkins reported that a few months ago the Board had questioned how the California State
Water Resources Board calculated the Water Rights Fees for New Hogan Reservoir and New
Melones Reservoir. Finance Director Priya Ram explained why there was a difference in the cost
of the NH and NM Water Rights.

Manager Hopkins elaborated on the pricing of $8.209 million, attributing it to the request from the
US Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) for a substantial amount of water from the Central Valley
Project. This pricing was derived from the 44 water rights permits and licenses, amounting to over
101 million AF annually for all users of CVVP water.

Director McGurk questioned if staff confirmed the data on the 44 water rights to total 101-million-
acre-feet as he believed there is not that much water insthe state. Manager Hopkins responded that
the numbers came directly from the State Water Resources Board.

. Stockton East Water District — WTP Security Fencing and Access Control System and Budget
Amendment Memo

Assistant Manager Vega provided the Board'with a mema for the WTP Security Fencing and Access
Control System. He discussed the need ta fence off,the raw water ponds and the water treatment
plant processes.

Director Cortopassi questioned if a fence could be placed along New Water Lane instead of a gate.
Director Sanguinetti responded that ithescost of a gate would be less than the cost of
significant additional fencing. Discussion followed.

A motion was moved and seconded te approve a budget transfer from account 10-5323-0, Fund 94
Maint. & Repair. TP — Solids Handling/Dewatering Lagoons to account 10-5324-0, Fund
94 Maintenance & Repair TP Grounds — Security and Access in the amount of $185,000 and
authorize the General Manager to approve contracts with C&R Fence Inc., and R-Tek Security for
$124,487 and $59,753 respectively, for a total of $184,240, and make all other necessary
approvals, as presented.

Roll Call:

Ayes: Atkins, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins, Cortopassi
Nayes: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

. Stockton East Water District — Consider Adoption of Draft Heavy-Duty Vehicle Idle Policy Memo

a. Stockton East Water District Policy Manual — Draft Heavy-Duty Diesel Vehicle Idling Policy
No. 3032

Manager Hopkins presented the Board with a memo and draft policy for Heavy-Duty and Vehicle

Idling Policy. Manager Hopkins explained that the policy is to comply with state regulations
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adopted back in 2009. The adoption of this idling policy will provide guidelines for ensuring that
heavy-duty vehicles are limited to 5-minutes of idle time.

Director Sanguinetti inquired what is classified as a heavy-duty vehicle. Manager Hopkins replied
that a 10,000 gross vehicle weight rating or heavier.

A motion was moved and seconded to adopt the Heavy-Duty Vehicle Idle Policy No. 3032, as
presented.

Roll Call:

Ayes: Atkins, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins, Cortopassi

Nayes:  None

Abstain:  None

Absent:  None

E. COMMITTEE REPORTS

1.

San Joaquin County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Advisory Water Commission
Meeting, 03/20/24

Director McGurk attended the San Joaquin County Flood Control and:\Water Conservation District
Advisory Water Commission Meeting. Director M€Gurk reported thatthe primary topic of this
meeting was to get endorsements of the Advisory Water.Commission for North San Joaquin to get
an extension to finish the DREAM extraction. He also‘reported that Bob Granberg presented the
Fall 2023 Groundwater Report and that Sam,Joaquin Public Works is almost caught up with the
groundwater data. Director McGurk also reportedsa. MICUP-update and inquired to clarify the
purpose of MICUP. Manager Hopkins stated thatMICUP is the county’s effort to develop a
collaborative project to help perfectitheir Makelumne River Water Right Application. Director
McGurk stated that they have$3.3 million for this current project. Furthermore, he provided an
update on SJAFCA, notingdheir intention to install a floodway. Due to the narrowness of Paradise
Cut, it is overwhelmed with watersnecessitating an alternative route for water flow. Director
McGurk emphasized.thesfederal and state interest in funding this initiative to prevent larger issues
from arising.

F. REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER

1.

4

Water Supply Reportas of 03/19/24
Manager Hopkins provideda handout of the Water Supply Report for information only that included
storage, release, and production data collected from various sources as of midnight last night.

There is 219,162 AF in storage at New Hogan Reservoir. Current releases are set at 26 cfs. There is
2,002,562 AF in storage at New Melones Reservoir. Current releases are set at 2,248 cfs. The current
release at Goodwin Dam to Stanislaus River is set at 1,504 cfs and release to all water users is set at
2,073 cfs. The district water treatment plant (WTP) is currently processing 30 mgd. North Stockton
is currently utilizing 5 mgd. South Stockton is currently utilizing 5 mgd. Cal Water is currently
utilizing 17 mgd. The City of Stockton WTP is currently processing 9 mgd.

Director Cortopassi inquired about the current release from New Melones. Manager Hopkins
clarified that repairs for flood damage caused by the 2023 storms were completed just last week and
the canal is back in service. Following up, Director Cortopassi asked if the water being used was
coming to the treatment plant, and Manager Hopkins confirmed this.
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Director Nakaue asked about the decrease in the release to New Hogan to 26 cfs. Manager Hopkins
explained that there is currently no demand for the water, and the District is only fulfilling its HCP
obligations. The usual order from SEWD is for 25 cfs, which is sufficient to maintain at least 20 cfs
fish flow.

Information ltems:
a. Manager Hopkins noted items F-2a, b, and c.

3. Report on General Manager Activities

a. ACWA State Legislative Committee Meeting, 03/22/24

Manager Hopkins attended the ACWA State Legislative Committee Meeting on March 22",
Manager Hopkins provided an update on four bills: AB2302 regarding open meetings for local
agencies. Existing law allows legislative bodies to convene twice a year through remote means.
There's a proposed amendment to this law that would permit members to hold more than two
remote meetings per year, based on the frequency of their monthly meetings. Since the Stockton
East Water District’s Board meets more than three times asmonth, directors would be allowed to
participate in up to seven remote meetings annually.

Manager Hopkins provided an update on AB275, which pertains to risk pool joint powers
authorities for public utilities. The aim is to permit publicly owned utility companies to pool
insurance resources. There is a notable concern that poorly performing power utilities could
impact the financial stability of organizationsilike ACWA/JIPA. Amendments are currently
being worked on to address these concerns and reduce risk.

Manager Hopkins provided an updateson Senate Bill 1156, which focuses on groundwater
sustainability agency (GSA) financial'disclosures. The bill mandates that board members must
disclose their financial interests. There is cancern that this regulation might be redundant or
could expand the scope of«entities required to report financial information. ACWA is
collaborating with the bilk's author to propese amendments that would clarify and ensure that
GSAs do not need to complete additional paperwork due to this requirement.

Manager Hopkins provided,an‘update-on AB2079, which proposes to prevent development of
large diameter high=eapacity . groundwater wells within one-quarter mile of a domestic well or in
subsided areass¢ ACWA members are very concerned as the bill essentially applies only to
agriculturaland groundwater banking wells. For political reasons, ACWA took an oppose unless
amended position instead of full oppose.

Stockton East Water District Activities Update

Manager Hopkins reported the new gates are installed on the Old Calaveras River Headworks
and the District recently held its quarterly Calaveras River Forum meeting, as required by the
HCP. Manager Hopkins also reported the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors was
considering an item to approve the reduction of the District’s 2022 General Election costs from
$511,075 to $288,000.

4. Stockton East Water District Water Supply Update

Water Supply Manager Donis presented the change in groundwater levels in the past year. The three
wells between Admin and SRWR were up 6.9 ft, the three wells east of the East Reservoir were up
0.9ft, the three wells east of the nursery on Main St were up 6.3 ft, One well on the NW corner of
SEWD was up 4.3 ft, One well in the center of Bozzano was up 3 ft, and the four wells east of the
NRWR were up 1.82 ft. He presented that the New Melones Lake storage was 2,002,120 AF in
comparison to 1,359,485AF last year. He also presented that the New Hogan Lake storage was
219,403 AF in comparison to 216,898 AF last year.
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. DIRECTOR REPORTS

1. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation — Award Ceremony Celebrating Ernest Conant, 03/21/24
Director Sanguinetti reported that he, Director Watkins, and Manager Hopkins attended the event.
The event was well organized and many people spoke about Ernest Conant.

. COMMUNICATIONS

AGENDA PLANNING/UPCOMING EVENTS
1. San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation Monthly Water Committee Meeting, 5:00 p.m., 03/26/24

2. San Joaquin County Town Hall — Water Solutions Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 03/26/24

3. Administration Committee Meeting, 10 a.m., 03/28/24

REPORT OF THE COUNSEL

1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED,LITIGATION Potential exposure

to litigation — Government Code Section 54956.9 — two, cases

President Atkins adjourned the meeting to closed session at 1:50 p.m. Theregular meeting reconvened
at 2:02 p.m., with no reportable action.

. ADJOURNMENT
President Atkins adjourned the meeting at 2:03.p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Justin M. Hopkins
Secretary of the Board

EB BF
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LOCALIQ

Mount Shasta Herald
Siskiyou Daily News
Daily Press [ The Record

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

Heather Wood

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

Stockton East Water District *Legals*
Po Box 5157

Stockton CA 95205-0157

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN

The Record, a newspaper of general publication, printed and
published daily in the City of Stockton, County of San Joaquin by
the Superior Court of the County of San Joaquin, State of
California, under the date of February 26, 1952, File No. 52857,
San Joaquin County Records; that the notice of which the annexed
is a printed copy (set in type not smaller than nonpareil), has been
published each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not
in any supplement thereof in issues dated:

03/22/2024

Sworn to and subscnbed before on 03/22/2024

Legal Clerk U /’W

Notary, Stale 81 WY, nfy o

0 A7

My conumission gxpires
Publication Cost: $118.25

Order No: 9982430 # of Copies:
Customer No: 814749 1
PO #:

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE!

Please do not use this form for payment remitiance.

AMY KOKOTT
Notary Public

State of Wisconsin

Agenda ltem: D-3a
Date: 04/02/24

PO Box 631437 Cincinnati, OH 45263-1437

NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING

BEFORE THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE
STOCKTON EAST WATER

DISTRICT

The Board of Directors of
the Stockton East Water
District will hold a public
hearing on Tuesday, April 2,
2024 at 12:30 PM, to consider
a Rule for Rate Equalization
and consider an Ordinance
establishing
groundwater assessments,
agricultural
assessments,
groundwater assessments,
out-of-district assessments,
and charges to be made for
stream-delivered water for
calendar year 2024.

The hearing will be heid in
the District Office at 6767
East Main Street, Stockton,
California, and wilt be held
pursuant to and in accor-
dance with Chapter 819 of
the Statutes of 1971, State of
California, as amended.

Justin M. Hopkins,

municipal

groundwater
domestic

General Manager

Stockton East Water District

RECEIVED
MAR 26 2004

STOCKTON g4
ST WATER p
ACCOUNTg PAYABLESTHJCT

Page 1 of 1
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Agenda Item: D-3b
Date: 04/02/24

ORDINANCE NO.50
Adopted

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING MUNICIPAL GROUNDWATER ASSESSMENTS,
AGRICULTURAL GROUNDWATER ASSESSMENTS, DOMESTIC GROUNDWATER
ASSESSMENTS, CHARGES FOR STREAM-DELIVERED WATER AND
CHARGES FOR OUT-OF-DISTRICT WATER FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2024

The Board of Directors of Stockton East Water District does hereby ordain as follows:

Section 1: The Municipal Groundwater Assessment for calendar year 2024 shall be Four
Hundred Fifty-Nine Dollars and Twenty-Seven Cents ($459.27) for Rate Equalization and Three
Dollars and Sixty Cents ($3.60) for base Groundwater Production Assessment for a Total Municipal
Groundwater Assessment of Four Hundred Sixty-Two Dollars and Eighty-Seven Cents ($459.27 +
$3.60=$462.87) per acre-foot of water.

Section 2: The Agricultural Groundwater Assessment for calendar year 2024 shall be
Six Dollars and Thirty-Nine Cents ($6.39) per acre-foot of water.

Section 3: The Domestic Groundwater Assessment for calendar year 2024 shall be Fifty-
Four Dollars ($54) per Domestic Use Unit.

Section 4: The rate for sales of Stream-Delivered Water for calendar year 2024 shall be
Twenty-Three Dollars ($23.00) per acre-foot of water.

Section 5: The rate for sales of Out-Of-District Water shall be the cost of water
designated under the purchase contract PLUS a charge up to the New Melones Conveyance System
wheeling rate of Twenty-Seven Dollars and Eighty-One Cents ($27.81) per acre-foot of water.

Section 6: The rate for sales of Non-Agricultural Stream-Delivered water shall be Sixty
Dollars ($60.00) per acre-foot of water.

Section 7: This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its final passage, and
shall be published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation within fifteen (15) days after
its final passage, with the names of the members of the Board of Directors voting for and against the
same.

AYES: Atkins, Cortopassi, McGurk, Nakaue, Panizza, Sanguinetti, Watkins
NAYES:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

DRAFT

Richard Atkins, President
Board of Directors

ATTEST:

DRAFT

Justin M. Hopkins, Secretary
Board of Directors

17
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Agenda ltem: D-3c
Date: 04/02/24

RULE NO. 178
ADOPTED

RULE FOR RATE EQUALIZATION - CALENDAR YEAR 2024

WHEREAS, the District Act authorizes the Board to adopt rules and regulations as it deems
necessary and proper for carrying out the provisions of the Act; and

WHEREAS, paragraph 6D (3) of the Second Amended Contract among SEWD; City of Stockton,
County of San Joaquin and California Water Service Company states that "Stockton East shall annually levy
a municipal groundwater assessment, pursuant to its enabling legislation such that the cost of groundwater
use is equivalent to the cost of surface water use";

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OE, STOCKTON EAST WATER
DISTRICT HEREBY ENACTS AND ESTABLISHES THE FOLLOWING RULES TO LEVY A
GROUNDWATER ASSESSMENT TO EQUALIZE THE COST OF GROUNDWATER AND SURFACE
WATER FOR 2024:

1.

POWER COST -- Use actual power costs submitted by owner to-accommodate for differences
in water depth, pumping efficiency, system ptessure, ete, In the absence of actual power costs,
the cost of $70 per acre-foot will be assumed.

OPERATION AND & MAINTENANCE COST --Includes labor, repairs, chemicals, treatment
costs and the current $3.60 assessment. Thecost of $36)per acre-foot will be assumed.

AMORTIZATION AND DEPRECIATION COST -- Includes well and equipment replacement.
The cost of $10 per acre-foot will be assumed.

FORMULA FOR RATE EQUAILIZATION -- Surface water costs plus Groundwater costs
divided by total M & I water production equals cost per acre-foot. The assumed costs and water
production for2024vare as follows:

Groundwater 14,100 AF X $116.00 = $ 1,635,600.00
Surface water 55,000 AF X $693.01 = $38.115,346.64
Totals 69,100 AF $39,750,946.64

The total cost of $39,750,946.64 divided by total use of 69,100 AF equals $575.27 per acre-foot.
The assumed 2024 additional groundwater assessment is $575.27 less $116.00 (total of items 1-
3 above), or $459.27.

Any municipal groundwater user has the right to appeal the amount of this additional $459.27
per acre-foot rate equalization assessment if it can be demonstrated that actual groundwater
production costs are higher than the assumed $116.00 per acre-foot. The appeal process will
begin with the Administration Committee of the District Board and if necessary can be appealed
to the full Board.

. Any appeal which is granted shall entitle the appellant to a refund of the amount demonstrated

to have been over-collected, less the actual costs to the District of processing the appeal and
refund, provided that no overpayment shall be refunded unless the request for appeal has been
filed with the Secretary of the District within three years of such overpayment.

19
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Agenda ltem: D-4
Date: 04/02/24

Memorandum
To: Board of Directors
From: Justin M. Hopkins — General Manager
Date: April 2, 2024
Re: Consideration Adoption of Legislative Position Policy

Background

The purpose of this policy is to guide Stockton East Water District (District) officials and
staff in considering legislative or regulatory proposals that are likely to have an impact on
the District, and to allow for a timely response to important legislative issues.

In alignment with the Regulatory Engagement strategic outcome of the District’s Strategic
Plan, staff identified development of a legislative position policy as a 2024 strategic
priority. The 2024 strategic priorities were presented to the Board of Directors (Board) at
the January 16, 2024, regular Board meeting and the Board indicated agreement with the
priorities. Subsequently, the draft Legislative Position Policy was developed, using similar
policies from South San Joaquin Irrigation District and the California Special Districts
Association.

Summary
As the District engages in legislative matters, and with associations that represent the

District, it is helpful to have a policy in place for staff to take positions on bills in a more
timely and efficient manner. By outlining policy goals, principles, procedures, and
priorities, the District will be better positioned to respond to and advance the District’s
interest with consistency.

On March 28, 2024, the proposed policy was reviewed and discussed with the
Administration Committee. The policy aims to streamline the process of establishing
District positions on legislation that aligns or conflicts with the District’s priorities. The
Administration Committee recommended presenting the proposed Legislative Position
Policy to the Board for consideration.

Financial Impact
The proposed policy will have no financial impact.

Recommendations
District staff recommends the Board of Directors adopt the Legislative Position Policy.

21
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Agenda ltem: D-4a
Date: 04/02/24

STOCKTON EAST WATER DISTRICT

POLICY MANUAL
No. 5005 Legislative Position
Approved by Board of Directors: April ___, 2024
Contents
AL POJICY e 1
T U o o] YO UUUPPPPPPN 1
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D. Legislative AAVOCACY ProCEAUIES ...........oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e 2
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A. Policy

Regulatory engagement is a strategic outcome of the Stockton East Water District (District),
defined to leverage industry associations and lobbying efforts to better understand and impact
regulatory and legislative changes. This Legislative Position Policy applies to ensure the District
engages with local, regional, state, and federal representatives and interest groups to enhance
the District’s ability to monitor, shape, and ultimately meet legislative and regulatory requirements,
to the District’s best interests.

B. Purpose

The purpose of the policy is to guide District officials and staff in considering legislative or
regulatory proposals that are likely to have an impact on the District, and to allow for a timely
response to important legislative issues. Although the expenditure of public funds for the purpose
of supporting or opposing a ballot measure or candidate is prohibited,’ the expenditure of public
funds is allowed to advocate for or against proposed legislation or regulatory actions which will
affect the public agency expending the funds.?

The purpose for identifying Legislative Advocacy Procedures is to provide clear direction to
District staff regarding monitoring and acting upon bills during state and federal legislative
sessions. Adherence to Legislative Advocacy Procedures will ensure that legislative inquiries and
responses will be administered consistently with “one voice” as to the identified Advocacy
Priorities adopted by the Board of Directors. The Legislative Advocacy Procedures and Advocacy
Priorities will provide the General Manager, or other designee, discretion to advocate in the
District’s best interests in a manner consistent with the goals and priorities adopted by the Board
of Directors. This policy is intended to be manageable, consistent, and tailored to the specific
needs and culture of the District.

1 Cal. Gov. Code § 54964.
2 Cal. Gov. Code § 53060.5; Stanson v. Mott (1976) 17 Cal. 3d 206.

Legislative Position Policy — No. 5005 Page 1 of 5
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STOCKTON EAST WATER DISTRICT
POLICY MANUAL

C. Scope

The Board of Directors recognizes the need to protect District interests and local control, and to
identify various avenues to implement its strategic and long-term goals. It is the policy of the
District to proactively monitor and advocate for legislation as directed by the Advocacy Priorities
and by the specific direction of the Board of Directors.

This policy provides the General Manager, or other designee, the flexibility to adopt positions on
legislation in a timely manner, while allowing the Board of Directors to set Advocacy Priorities to
provide policy guidance. The Board of Directors shall establish various Advocacy Priorities and,
so long as the position fits within the Advocacy Priorities, staff are authorized to take a position
without board approval.

Whenever an applicable Advocacy Priority does not exist pertaining to legislation affecting the
District, the matter shall be brought before the Board of Directors at a regularly scheduled board
meeting for formal direction from the Board of Directors. Generally, the District will not address
matters that are not pertinent to the district’s local government services, such as social issues or
international relations issues.

The goals of this policy include:

o Advocate the District’s legislative interests at the State, County, and Federal levels.

¢ Inform and provide information to the Board of Directors and district staff on the legislative
process and key issues and legislation that could have a potential impact on the district.

e Serve as an active participant with other local governments, the Association of California
Water Agencies, the California Special Districts Association, and local government
associations on legislative and regulatory issues that are important to the district and the
region.

e Seek grants and funding assistance for District projects, services, and programs to
enhance services for the community.

D. Legislative Advocacy Procedures

It is the policy of the District to proactively monitor and advocate for legislation as directed by the
Advocacy Priorities and by the specific direction of the Board of Directors. This process involves
interaction with local, state, and federal government entities both regarding specific items of
legislation and to promote positive intergovernmental relationships. Accordingly, involvement and
participation in regional, state, and national organizations is encouraged and supported by the
District.

Monitoring legislation is a shared function of the Board of Directors, Political Consultants, and
General Manager or designated staff. The Legislative Advocacy Procedures are the process by
which staff will track and respond to legislative issues in a timely and consistent manner. The
General Manager, or other designee, will act on legislation utilizing the following procedures:

Legislative Position Policy — No. 5005 Page 2 of 5
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1. The General Manager or other designee shall review requests that the District take a
position on legislative issues to determine if the legislation aligns with the district’s current
approved Advocacy Periorities.

2. The General Manager or other designee will conduct a review of positions and analysis
completed by the California Special Districts Association and other local government
associations when formulating positions.

3. If the matter aligns with the approved priorities, the District response shall be supplied in
the form of a letter to the legislative body reviewing the bill or measure. Advocacy methods
utilized on behalf of the District, including but not limited to letters, phone calls, emails,
and prepared forms, will be communicated through the General Manager or designee.
The General Manager or designee shall advise staff to administer the form of advocacy,
typically via letters signed by the General Manager, or designee, on behalf of the Board
of Directors.

4. All draft legislative position letters initiated by the General Manager or designee shall state
whether the district is requesting “support”, “support if amended”, “oppose”, or “oppose
unless amended” action on the issue and shall include adequate justification for the
recommended action. If possible, the letter should include examples of how a bill would
specifically affect the District, e.g. “the funding the district will lose due to this bill could pay
for X capital improvements.”

a. Support — legislation in this area advances the district’s goals and priorities.

b. Oppose — legislation in this area could potentially harm, negatively impact or undo
positive momentum for the district, or does not advance the district's goals and
priorities.

5. The General Manager may also provide a letter of concern or interest regarding a
legislative issue without taking a formal position on a piece of legislation. Letters of
concern or interest are to be administered through the General Manager or designee.

6. When a letter is sent to a state or federal legislative body, the appropriate federal or state
legislators representing the District shall be included as a copy or “cc” on the letter. The
appropriate contacts at the California Special Districts Association, Association of
California Water Agencies, and other local government associations, if applicable, shall
be included as a cc on legislative letters. Copies of all legislative position letters sent on
behalf of the District will be provided to the Board of Directors at a regular meeting.

7. A position may be adopted by the General Manager or designee if any of the following
criteria is met:
a. The position is consistent with the adopted Advocacy Priorities;
b. The position is consistent with that of organizations to which the district is a
member, such as the California Special Districts Association; or
c. The position is approved by the Board of Directors.
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All legislative positions adopted via a process outside of a regularly scheduled Board
Meeting shall be communicated to the Board of Directors at the next regularly scheduled
Board Meeting.

Advocacy Priorities
Revenue, Finances, and Taxation

Ensure adequate funding for special districts’ safe and reliable core local service delivery.
Protect special districts’ resources from the shift or diversion of revenues without the
consent of the affected districts. Promote the financial independence of special districts
and afford them access to revenue opportunities equal to that of other types of local
agencies. Protect and preserve special districts’ property tax allocations and local flexibility
with revenue and diversify local revenue sources.

Support opportunities that allow the district to compete for its fair share of regional, state,
and federal funding, and that maintain funding streams. Opportunities may include
competitive grants and funding programs. Opportunities may also include dedicated
funding streams at the regional, state, or federal levels that allow the district to maximize
local revenues, offset and leverage capital expenditures, and maintain district goals and
standards.

Governance and Accountability

Enhance special districts’ ability to govern as independent, local government bodies in an
open and accessible manner. Encourage best practices that avoid burdensome, costly,
redundant or one-size-fits all approaches. Protect meaningful public participation in local
agency formations, dissolutions, and reorganizations, and ensure local services meet the
unique needs, priorities, and preferences of each community.

Oppose additional public meeting and records requirements that unnecessarily increase
the burden on public resources without effectively fostering public engagement and
enhancing accountability of government agencies.

Promote local-level solutions, decision-making, and management concerning service
delivery and governance structures while upholding voter control and maintaining LAFCO
authority over local government jurisdictional reorganizations and/or consolidations.

Human Resources and Personnel

Promote policies related to hiring, management, and benefits and retirement that afford
flexibility, contain costs, and enhance the ability to recruit and retain highly qualified,
career-minded employees to public service. As public agency employers, support policies
that foster productive relationships between management and employees.

Legislative Position Policy — No. 5005 Page 4 of 5
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Maintain special districts’ ability to exercise local flexibility by minimizing state mandated
contract requirements. Oppose any measure that would hinder the ability of special
districts to maximize local resources and efficiencies through the use of contracted
services.

4. Infrastructure, Innovation, and Investment

Encourage prudent planning for investment and maintenance of innovative long-term
infrastructure. Support the contracting flexibility and fiscal tools and incentives needed to
help special districts meet California’s changing demands. Promote the efficient, effective,
and sustainable delivery of core local services.

Prevent restrictive one-size-fits-all public works requirements that increase costs to
taxpayers and reduce local flexibility.
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STOCKTON EAST WATER DISTRICT
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

This Employee Handbook for the administration of the personnel system of the Stockton East
Water District (District) has, as its objectives, the provision of a fair and equitable system of
personnel management in the District, and the provision of efficient and economical services to
the public. It shall supersede all previous handbooks. It is intended to be an overview of the
District’s employment rules and procedures, which ensure equal treatment for those who compete
for original employment and promotion, and defines the obligations, rights, privileges, benefits,
and prohibitions placed upon all District employees. The District has an at-will relationship
with its employees and reserves the right to change or modify this Employee Handbook at
any time. Within the limits of administrative feasibility and legal principles, recognition will be
given to the fact that employees differ and are distinct from one another, and that no two
individuals react alike to performance reviews, rewards and discipline or to motivation and
encouragement. For this reason, considerable latitude will be given to the General Manager in the
interpretation of this Employee Handbook.

RULES AND REGULATIONS
Section 1.00. General Provisions

1.01. Title. This Employee Handbook will be known, and may be cited, as the “Rules and
Procedures” and may be referred to in this document as the "Manual."

1.02. Administration. Unless otherwise directed by the Board, the General Manager will be
responsible for all personnel matters. The General Manager or their designee may delegate
as many of the day-to-day functions as they deem appropriate.

1.03. Non-Discrimination. The District is committed to a policy of equal employment opportunity
for applicants and employees. Employment decisions will comply with all applicable laws
prohibiting discrimination in employment, including Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990, the Immigration and Nationality Act, California’s Fair Employment and
Housing Act, and all other applicable State and Federal laws.

Furthermore, the District believes that all persons are entitled to equal employment
opportunity and does not unlawfully discriminate against its employees or applicants because
of race, color, religious creed, national origin, ancestry, medical condition (including genetic
characteristics), marital status, age (40 years or older), sex, gender (including gender identity
or gender expression), sexual orientation, pregnancy, mental or physical disability,
military/veteran status, reproductive health decision making or any other legally protected
status. Equal employment opportunity will be extended to all persons in all aspects of the
employer-employee relationship, including recruitment, hiring, upgrading, training,
promotion, transfer, discipline, layoff, recall, and termination.

1
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1.04. Policy Against Harassment. The District is committed to providing a work environment that
is free of discrimination. In keeping with this commitment, the District maintains a strict
policy prohibiting unlawful harassment on the basis of race, color, religious creed, national
origin, ancestry, medical condition (including genetic characteristics), marital status, age (40
years or older), sex, gender (including gender identity or gender expression), sexual
orientation, pregnancy, mental or physical disability, military/veteran status, reproductive
health decision making, or any other legally protected status.

Harassment of an applicant, employee, volunteer, or unpaid intern by a supervisor,
management employee, Board member, or co-worker, or any other person present in the
workplace on any of the bases listed above or retaliation against anyone making an allegation
of harassment will not be tolerated.

Disciplinary action up to and including termination will be taken for behavior described as
follows.

Harassment includes, but is not limited to:

A. Verbal Harassment. For example, derogatory or unwanted nicknames, comments,
offensive language or slurs on any of the bases listed above.

B. Physical Harassment. For example, assault, touching, impeding or blocking movement
or any physical interference with normal work or movement when directed at an
individual on any of the bases listed above.

C. Visual Forms of Harassment. For example, derogatory posters, notices, bulletins, memos,
cartoons or drawings on any of the bases listed above.

D. Sexual Harassment. Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and any
other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature that is conditioned upon an
employment benefit, unreasonably interferes with an individual's work performance, or
creates an offensive or hostile work environment.

On occasion, a person may not be aware that their behavior is offensive or potentially could
constitute harassment. Any individual (employee or applicant) who believes that they have
been sexually harassed should immediately inform the offender that their behavior is
unacceptable and is to cease. If an employee believes they are the subject of sexual
harassment but feels threatened or has difficulty expressing disapproval to the offender, the
employee should seek informal assistance and counseling from their supervisor. In addition,
an individual may seek at their own expense advice and counseling outside of the District
(e.g., employee organizations, private counseling and community counseling centers). When
an individual's efforts to resolve a sexual harassment complaint informally do not
satisfactorily resolve the situation, the individual should make a complaint (verbal or in
writing) of the incident and the name(s) of the individual(s) involved to the supervisor nearest
them in the chain of command who is not involved in the harassment.
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Supervisors will immediately report to the General Manager any incident of harassment that
they witness or are told about. In the event the General Manager is the person of whom the
complaint is made, the supervisor will immediately report any incident of harassment to the
Assistant General Manager or designated committee or representative(s) appointed by the
Board.

As soon as practical and within a reasonable amount of time of receiving such a report, the
General Manager or their designee (unless either is the person complained of, in which case
the Assistant General Manager or designated committee or representative(s) appointed by
the Board will substitute for that person) will interview the complainant. The General
Manager, Assistant General Manager or designated committee or representative(s) appointed
by the Board will report all complaints of harassment to the Board of Directors in closed
session at the next regular meeting. If, in the Board's opinion, there are grounds to investigate
further, the Board or designated committee or representatives of the Board will promptly
thereafter interview the person of whom the complaint is made and all other persons who
may be considered necessary, such as percipient witnesses. If in the opinion of the
investigators the matter can then be resolved by appropriate warnings, correction action short
of the imposition of discipline, or conciliation between the parties, they will do so.

The interviews and investigations will be directly related to the harassment issue under
investigation; a record, including a written record or audio recordings, may be kept, and the
General Manager or their designee will maintain a confidential holding file documenting any
investigations made and the resolutions thereof.

If it is inappropriate to resolve the matter by appropriate warnings, corrective action short of
the imposition of discipline or conciliation, and the investigators feel the imposition of
discipline is required, such discipline will be imposed pursuant to the procedures established
in this Manual.

In the event the imposition of discipline is required, all rights to representation, hearings, and
appeal granted by this Manual and applicable State or Federal law will be observed.

All investigations will remain confidential to the extent allowed by law. At no time will
information concerning a complaint be released to anyone not involved with the investigation
except that the General Manager will report to the Board of Directors in closed session the
fact of, and the resolution of, any such investigation if allowed to do so pursuant to
Government Code Section 54957, and the investigators may consult with legal counsel as
necessary. Such reports as may be required by the Government Code will be made. The
purpose of this provision is to protect the confidentiality of the employees, to encourage the
reporting of incidents of harassment, and to protect the reputation of any person wrongfully
charged with harassment.

The making of a knowingly false complaint of harassment will be grounds for discipline.

Harassment as described above violates Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the
California Government Code, and regulations of the Equal Employment Opportunity
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1.05.

1.06.

1.07.

1.08.

1.09.

Commission and the California Civil Rights Department. It is the right of any employee to
file a charge of discrimination or harassment directly with the California’s Civil Rights
Department and the Federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. The nearest
office is listed in the telephone book.

The District also provides required sexual harassment training for all employees to the extent
required by law. More information on such training is available on the California Civil
Rights Department’s website (https://calcivilrights.ca.gov/shpt/).

Violation of this policy against harassment may constitute cause for discipline, up to and
including termination.

Immigration Law Compliance. The District is committed to full compliance with the Federal
Immigration laws. These laws require that all individuals pass an employment verification
procedure before they are permitted to work. This procedure has been established by law and
requires that every individual provide satisfactory evidence of their identity and legal
authority to work in the United States no later than three (3) business days after they begin
work. Accordingly, all newly hired employees must comply with this procedure.

Age Requirements. The minimum age requirement for regular employment by the District is
eighteen (18) years of age. The District is governed by the proscriptions in the Amendments
to the Age Discrimination Employment Act of 1975 ("ADEA"). (Refer to Government Code
Sections 11135 and 12941, E.O. 11141).

Fair Employment Practices. Any technique or procedure used in recruitment and selection of
employees will be designed to measure only the job related qualifications of applicants. No
questions in any tests, or in any application forms, or by any Department Manager will be so
framed as to attempt to elicit information concerning any protected category as referenced
above in Section 1.03. Nothing herein contained will be construed to preclude the execution
of loyalty oaths if permitted by law. (Refer to FEHA, ADEA, Title VI, Title VII, E.O. 11135,
11246, Equal Pay Act, L.C. 1197.5, Rehabilitation Act, Veterans' Act, Labor Code
1101-1105).

Dissemination of the Employee Handbook. Copies of this Employee Handbook will be
provided to all employees. Copies will be on file in the Administration Department and in
each Department Manager's office. Where additional Departmental rules and procedures are
in force, copies of such rules and procedures will also be available to employees of that
department. Employees will be required to sign an Acknowledgement of Receipt of
Employee Handbook.

District Rights. The General Manager or their designee may authorize, and have the
exclusive right in accordance with applicable laws and regulations to take, certain actions,

including, but not limited to, the following:

A. Directing of employees in the performance of their duties.
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B. Hiring, promoting, transferring, classifying and assigning employees.

C. Disciplining or dismissing employees.

D. Determining and effectuating methods of implementing Board Policy.

Delegation of Powers by the General Manager. The General Manager, in their discretion,

may delegate any of their authority set forth in these rules and procedures as they may deem
appropriate and necessary.

. Employee Organizations. Employees of the District will have the right to form, join and

participate in the activities of employee organizations of their own choosing for the purpose
of representation on all matters of employer-employee relations, including, but not limited
to, wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment. Employees of the District
also will have the right to refuse to join or participate in the activities of employees
organizations and will have the right to represent themselves individually in their
employment relations with the District. No employee will be interfered with, intimidated,
restrained, coerced, or discriminated against by the District or by any employee organization
because of their exercise of these rights.

In the event provisions of these Rules and Regulations contradict those included in a
Memorandum of Understanding accepted by the Board of Directors and in effect between
the District and any formally recognized employee organizations, the terms of the
Memorandum of Understanding will prevail.

The Merit Principle. The personnel system of the District will be based on the merit principle.
That is, appointments and promotions of all employees and officers of the District will be
based on merit and fitness; that is, knowledge, experience, and ability.

Annual written evaluations of performance will be conducted and will provide the basis for
compensation adjustments or position changes. The annual written evaluation will be
presented to the employee and reviewed with the employee by their supervisor, and the
employee will acknowledge receipt of the written evaluation on a copy of the evaluation,
which acknowledged copy will be placed in the employee's personnel file. Employees who
disagree with said evaluation will be given five (5) working days to respond in writing stating
the reasons for disagreement. Said response may be reviewed with the employee, their
supervisor, and the General Manager. The written response will become a permanent part of
the employee's personnel file. At the discretion of the General Manager, more frequent
evaluations may be conducted.

Definitions. Basic terminology used in the District's personnel system is defined and
discussed directly below and in the following Sections:

A. Employee. A person legally employed to perform the work of a position.



1.14.

1.15.

B. Position. Any office of employment, whether occupied or vacant, representing a group
of duties and responsibilities assigned to one person.

C. Anniversary Date. Anniversary Date means the date an employee is first employed in an
appointed position with the District.

D. Appointment Date. Appointment Date means the date an employee receives a promotion
or merit increase and the annual evaluation appraisal reoccurrence thereof.

E. Class(es) of Positions. A group of positions having duties and responsibilities sufficiently
similar that the same title, examples of duties, requirements, and salary range may be
applied.

F. Class Specification. The official description of a class of positions, specifying the title,
duties, responsibilities and qualification requirements of the positions included in the
class.

G. Job Description. A description of the general duties of a particular position.

Classification Plan. The General Manager or their designee will ascertain the duties and
typical duties and responsibilities of positions in each class and responsibilities of all
positions in the classified service and will recommend a classification plan for such positions.
The classification plan will consist of classes of positions defined by class specifications,
including title, a description of typical duties and responsibilities of positions in each class,
and a statement of training, experience, and other qualifications to be required of applicants
for positions in each class.

The classification plan will be developed and maintained so all positions substantially similar
with respect to duties, responsibilities, authority, and character of work are included within
the same class, and the same schedules of compensation may be made to apply with equity
under like working conditions to all positions in the same class.

The plan will be subject to the approval of the Board. After it has been adopted, it may be
amended or revised from time to time by the Board, upon recommendation by the General
Manager.

Pay Plan.

A. Introduction. The basic pay plan will consist of a series of salary ranges of five (5) pay-
for-performance steps. All regular classes of employment will be assigned to one of the
salary ranges of the pay plan by a classification plan, approved from time to time, by the
Board. Temporary employees may be employed, as deemed necessary, at hourly rates
established by the General Manager.

B. Salary Range. Advancement within the five (5) steps of the salary range will be
interpreted and applied as follows:
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1) The first step is the minimum rate and will normally be the hiring rate for the class.
In cases where it is difficult to secure qualified personnel, or if a person of unusual
qualifications is engaged, the General Manager may authorize hiring above the first
step.

2) The second step is an increase granted after one (1) year of continuous, satisfactory
service.

3) The third step is an incentive appointment and represents the middle value or the
salary range at which a fully qualified, experienced, and ordinarily conscientious
employee may be expected to be paid after a reasonable period of satisfactory service.
An employee may be advanced to the third step after completion of a year or more of
continuous, satisfactory service at the second step.

4) The fourth step is reserved to reward employees whose work is above average for
their class. An employee may be advanced to the fourth step after the completion of
a year or more of continuous, above average service at the third step.

5) The fifth step is reserved as a reward for outstanding service. An employee may be
advanced to the fifth step after completion of a year or more of continuous,
outstanding service at the fourth step.

. Effective Date of Appointment. Appointment to steps two, three, four and five will be

considered and, when recommended, granted upon the employee's appointment date,
upon approval of the General Manager.

. Special Merit Appointment. The General Manager, in their sole discretion, may authorize

appointment of an employee to any of the last four steps earlier than the employee would
normally be eligible by virtue or length of service. Such action is reserved for very
exceptional cases and will be approved only after being carefully analyzed. Subsequent
increases shall be considered annually thereafter.

. Computation of Compensation Rates. The biweekly rate of compensation will be

determined by multiplying the monthly rate by 12 and dividing the product by 26.
Multiplying the monthly rate by 12 and dividing the product by 2080 will determine the
hourly rate of compensation.

. Pay Day. District employees will be paid every other Friday for an eighty (80) hour,

biweekly pay period. If the payday falls on a holiday, salaries are paid on the preceding
business day which is not a holiday, when feasible. Deductions on the salary paycheck
are made for those payments, such as State and Federal income tax, authorized by law.
Voluntary deductions may be made for other payments requested by the employee and
approved by the Board, if such deductions are requested in writing.



G. Personnel Working Above Classification. Assignment of personnel to work above
classification is subject to approval by the General Manager. Personnel working above
classification shall be compensated in accordance with the following:

1) A department head may temporarily assign any Regular Employee to perform duties
normally assigned to a classification with a higher salary.

2) An employee assigned to work above their classification will be compensated
beginning the first (1*') day of such assignment at a rate of pay which is five percent
(5%) higher than the employee’s current base salary, provided that such
compensation is not higher than Step 5 of the salary assigned to the higher
classification.

3) If a five percent (5%) increase is higher than Step 5 of the higher classification, the
employee shall be paid at a rate equal to Step 5 of the higher classification.

4) Employees who are being paid for working in a higher classification are not eligible
for merit increases in the higher classification.

5) Whenever an employee receives a merit increase in the employee’s regular
classification while working in the higher classification or the employee’s regular
salary is otherwise increased or decreased, the employee’s pay for working above
classification shall be adjusted so that the employee continues to be compensated at
a rate which is five percent (5%) higher than employee’s base salary or at a rate equal
to Step 5 of the higher classification, whichever is less.

H. Special Compensation for Performing District Diving Duties. Additional compensation
will be paid over the Diver’s regular pay for performing District diving duties in
accordance with the current Memorandum of Understanding Between Stockton East
Water District and Stockton East Water District Employees (MOU).

I. Class A and B Driver’s License. Employees driving District vehicles within the ordinary
course of their employment with the District, and in possession of a valid California
Department of Motor Vehicle Class A or B Driver’s License, will receive a one-time
increase in salary in accordance with the current MOU. Certain reasonable expenses
incurred to obtain Class A and B Driver’s Licenses will be paid by the District with the
approval of the General Manager.

J. Cost-of-Living Salary Adjustment. Regular Employees will receive a Cost-of-Living
salary adjustment in accordance with the current MOU.

1.16. Salary Survey. A comprehensive salary survey will be conducted in accordance with the
current MOU.

1.17. Driving Record. The following policy will be applicable to each District employee.

41



1.18.

1.19.

42

The purpose of establishing a written Driver Record Review Policy is to minimize the
District’s exposure to vehicle losses and to maintain vehicle insurance at the lowest cost.
This policy applies to all employees, volunteers and directors who drive on District business.

The District shall obtain Department of Motor Vehicles driving records of all employees
authorized to operate vehicles (District or private) on District Business. The District shall
obtain a copy of each authorized employee’s driving record as soon as possible after date of
hire, every one (1) year thereafter and immediately in the event of new activity (moving
violation, accident, etc.).

A District employee who drives their private vehicle for District business must provide the
District Proof of Insurance. Such employees must keep such Proof of Insurance current and
maintain on file with the District a current Proof of Insurance at all times. The Proof of
Insurance shall be placed in the employee’s personnel file.

The District shall be responsible for ordering and interpreting all driving records. A copy
shall be kept in the employee’s personnel file.

If an employee’s duties require driving a vehicle, the employee must maintain a driving
record that will not cause the District’s insurance rate to be increased or for the employee to
become uninsurable. Any such actions could lead to disciplinary action up to and including
termination.

Employment of Relatives. Relatives of present employees may be hired by the District only
if (i) the individuals will not work in a direct supervisory relationship; (ii) the present
employee is not in a position classified as "confidential"; and (ii1) the employment will not
pose difficulties for supervision, safety, security or morale. "Relatives" are defined to include
spouses, children, sisters, brothers, mothers or fathers, grandparents, domestic partner or
children-in-law, sisters-in-law, mothers-in-law, brothers-in-law or fathers-in-law.

In the event that a change in status occurs (as by marriage, promotion, job assignment,
demotion, adoption) with respect to present employees, then the present employees will be
permitted to continue employment with the District only if the employees do not work in a
direct supervisory relationship with one another, neither is in a "confidential" position, and
the relationship does not pose difficulties for supervision, security, safety or morale. If
employees whose status changes do work in a direct supervisory relationship with one
another, or one is in a confidential position, or the relationship poses difficulties for
supervisors, safety, security or morale, then the District will attempt to reassign one of the
employees to another position for which they are qualified, if such a position is available. If
no such position is available, then one of the employees will be required to leave the District
employment. The decision as to which employee will leave is left solely to the affected
employees.

Electronic Communications Policy. The District uses various forms of electronic
communication systems including, but not limited to computers, email, facsimile machines,
text messages, internet, etc. (“Electronic Communication Systems”). The District’s
Electronic Communication Systems may be used by employees subject to the following:
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A. All Electronic Communication Systems are District property, and the District retains the
right to inspect such systems at any time.

B. All Electronic Communication Systems are intended for official District business only.
Minimal personal use of the District’s Electronic Communication Systems is permitted
so long as it does not interfere with timely and proper job performance.

C. The Electronic Communication Systems are not to be used in any way that may be
disruptive, offensive to others, harmful to morale or may reflect negatively on the District
or its employees. For example, there is to be no display or transmission of sexually-
explicit images, messages, or cartoons, or any transmissions or use of e-mail
communications that contain ethnic slurs, racial epithets, or anything that may be
construed as harassment or disparagement of others based on any protected category as
referenced above in Section 1.03.

D. Employees should consider all transmissions and communications sent or received using
the District’s Electronic Communication Systems, including those sent for District
purposes using a personal email, cell phone, or text messaging account, to be non-
confidential and of a permanent nature, such that the District will be able to retrieve and
read or view them at a later time.

E. The District monitors its Electronic Communication Systems periodically to ensure its
equipment is being used for business purposes. Security features, including passwords
and message-delete functions, do not neutralize the District’s ability to access any
message at any time. Employees must be aware that the possibility of such access always
exists. As a result, Employees do not have a right of privacy in the communications,
information, material, or images contained in or transmitted using any District Electronic
Communication System.

Violation of this electronics communication policy may result in disciplinary action, up
to and including termination.

Telephone Policy. Employees are requested to keep all personal telephone calls to a
minimum. Friends and relatives should be discouraged from calling during working hours
unless there is an emergency. Under no circumstances should an employee make or charge
a long-distance call to the District unless it is work-related, or the employee has permission
from the General Manager, which includes arrangements for repayment to the District for
any such costs.

Wireless Phone Policy. The use of District issued or personal wireless telephones while
operating a District vehicle will be permitted only while the employee is using a “hands-
free” device. This policy is intended to comply with Vehicle Code (VC) §23123, prohibiting
all drivers from using a handheld wireless telephone while operating a motor vehicle. If no
“hands-free” device is available, employees must safely park the District vehicle before using
any District issued or personal wireless telephone.
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The District will provide “hands-free” devices to all employees issued a District wireless
telephone for conducting District business. The employee may elect to provide their own
“hands-free” device, upon approval of the District. The District will reimburse the employee
for the device up to the amount of the current District provided device. To receive the
reimbursement the employee must submit an invoice for the device with a request for
reimbursement.

Safety Policy. Every employee is responsible for safety. To achieve our goal of providing a
completely safe workplace, everyone must be safety-conscious. Employees must report any
unsafe or hazardous condition directly to the employee’s supervisor immediately. Every
effort will be made to remedy problems as quickly as possible.

In case of an accident involving a personal injury that is work-related, regardless of how
serious, notify the employee’s supervisor and the employee performing the Risk
Management function immediately. Failure to report accidents can result in a violation of
legal requirements and can lead to difficulties in processing insurance and benefit claims.

If an employee is injured on the job, they may be entitled to benefits under the Worker's
Compensation laws. The District carries Worker's Compensation insurance and will assist
employees to obtain all benefits to which the employee is legally entitled. See Section 3.04.

Uniform & Dress Code Policy. Employees are to comply with the District’s current Uniform
& Dress Code Policy.

Personnel Records. The District will maintain a personnel file for each employee, showing
their name, title, department, salary, changes in employment status, leave record, and other
pertinent information. Personnel files will also be maintained for each employee, to include,
but not limited to, the Employment Application, copies of personnel actions, accident reports,
training courses completed, commendations, reprimands and other pertinent documents.

All personnel records, including Applications, examination papers, eligible lists, etc., will be
considered confidential and will be made available only to the employee or to a department
concerned, as California law provides.

All employees, including those on leave of absence, must keep the Administration
Department informed as to their current home address at all times.

Section 2.00. Personnel Procedure.

2.01.
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Recruitment and Hiring.

A. Vacancy Announcements. Applications for vacant positions will be solicited by public
announcements posted in a manner and at locations determined by the General Manager
and will specify the title and pay range of the class to which the position belongs, the
nature of the work to be performed, minimum and desirable qualifications,
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date/time/manner of making applications, closing date for receiving applications,
examination required, and other pertinent information. Other announcements, with or
without the foregoing information, may also be made for recruitment purposes.

B. Examination. Examinations may consist of written, oral or performance tests or any
combination thereof (physical tests, medical tests and investigations and evaluations of
training, experience, services and character may be made a part of any examination). All
examinations will be arranged for by the General Manager or their designee. Two general
types of examinations are:

1) Open Examination. An examination open to any person, employee, or non-employee
who meets the minimum qualifications for the classification.

2) Promotional Examination. An examination open only to present District employees
with Regular Employee status.

C. Temporary Employment. Notwithstanding the regular recruitment and hiring procedures,
the General Manager or their designee is authorized to use simplified recruitment and
hiring procedures as they deem appropriate in the case of temporary or emergency
employment.

D. Appointment. When a person has been offered and has accepted a job, their hiring is
referred to as an "appointment" to the position. All original and promotional
appointments will be tentative and subject to an introductory period of six (6) months.

E. Drug Test. A pre-employment drug test may be required to the extent permitted by law.
Refer to Section 2.05 H.

2.02. Orientation and Training.

A. Orientation of New Employees. Each new employee will be provided with a copy of this
Manual. After the employee's review of the document, the employee will attend an
orientation session with the General Manager or their designee. At that time, the latter
will answer questions raised by the employee and will discuss the general operation of
the District and the employee's role in making the District an efficient and effective
operation. The General Manager or their designee will note in the employee's personnel
file that the orientation meeting has been conducted.

B. Training. The General Manager or their designee may develop, or cause to be developed,
in-service training programs for employees. Required training and training programs will
be for the purpose of improving an employee's efficiency and effectiveness on the job
and/or for assistance in preparing an employee for greater responsibilities in positions of
a higher class.

Training programs within the District may be organized formally or informally or
conducted formally or informally and may be provided during the employee's
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introductory period or at some later period of employment. A record of the employee's
progress during the training period or upon completion of training will be placed in the
employee's personnel file.

Organized instruction courses offered by public or private educational institutions, or
other professional organizations, may be considered appropriate training programs for
Regular Employees if approved in writing by the General Manager. Generally, this
instruction will be limited to short courses, conferences, workshops and seminars.

When approved training courses or other training programs have been completed by the
employee, it will be their responsibility to file evidence of completion with the General
Manager. Such evidence of completion will be made a part of the employee's personnel
record.

Participation in, and successful completion of, training courses or programs will be
considered in making appointments and promotions.

2.03. Employment Status. Status refers to the condition of an employee's appointment, such as
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introductory, regular, temporary or provisional. Regardless of the status of an employee’s
appointment, all employees are considered at-will and may be terminated from their
employment at any time, with or without cause.

A. Introductory Period. Newly hired employees at the District will serve an introductory
period of six (6) months. Reinstated employees may also be required to serve an
introductory period.

During this period, Supervisors and the General Manager will have the opportunity to
observe and appraise the conduct, performance, attitude, adaptability and job knowledge
of the employee to determine whether the employee is fully qualified for regular status.
Introductory employees may be terminated at any time, with or without notice and with
or without cause (Refer to Section 2.05(E).

At the end of the introductory period, the employee’s performance will be evaluated.
Satisfactory completion of the introductory period does not alter the at-will character of
the employment relationship with the District.

Employees will accrue vacation and sick leave benefits at the normal rate during the
introductory period. However, use of accrued vacation time during the introductory
period is subject to approval by the General Manager.

B. Regular Appointment. A regular appointment is an appointment from open or
promotional examination to a budgeted position. An employee holding a regular
appointment does not have regular status, however, until the employee has successfully
completed their introductory period. A Regular Employee is an employee who has
satisfactorily completed their introductory period and has been assigned to a budgeted
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position. Regular Employees are still at-will employees who may be terminated at any
time, with or without notice and with or without cause (Refer to Section 2.05(E).

C. Temporary Appointment. A temporary appointment is an appointment made to a job of
limited duration (may be either full-time or part-time). Temporary Employees are still at-
will employees who may be terminated at any time, with or without notice and with or
without cause (Refer to Section 2.05(E).

D. Reinstatement. This is the reappointment, without examination, of an employee who has
resigned in good standing. The employee may be reinstated to the same class (or a lower
class) provided there is a vacancy and with approval from the General Manager.

E. Transfer. Regular status employees may transfer to vacancies in the same class in other
areas of service within the District upon approval of the General Manager.

F. Promotion. The appointment of a regular employee to a vacant position in a higher class,
or from one class to a higher class in the same position — upon having successfully passed
the qualifying examination. The employee will be appointed at the proper line and step
to prevent a decrease in pay rate.

G. Demotion. In the event of a necessary reduction in personnel due to lack of work or funds,
or upon the employee's request, or in the case of an employee's inability to perform the
required duties, or for disciplinary purposes, a Regular Employee may be demoted from
a position in one class to a position in a lower class. No employee will be demoted,
however, to a class for which he does not possess the minimum qualifications.

H. Suspension. Any employee may be given an enforced leave of absence without pay at
any time for disciplinary purposes or for other just cause at the sole discretion of the
District. The suspension period will not exceed thirty (30) days for any one cause.

2.04. Separation from Service.

A. Layoff. The District is an at-will employer. Without limiting that, an employee may be
terminated, without fault on their part, in the event of the elimination of their position or
if a shortage of work or funds requires a reduction in personnel. Layoffs as needed will
typically be made in order of seniority, so long as skills benefiting the District will not
be jeopardized and an employee whose job is being eliminated may elect to displace an
employee in a lower classification if the employee possesses the qualifications and
greater seniority than an employee in the lower classification subject to the General
Manager’s approval. Regular Employees will receive notice of layoff two (2) weeks prior
to the effective date. Should the position be reinstated, or a new position created requiring
substantially the same duties within one (1) year, a Regular Employee laid off may be
appointed.

B. Voluntary Termination. Voluntary termination occurs when an employee voluntarily
resigns their employment with the District or fails to report to work for three consecutive
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days without notice to, or approval by, their supervisor. An employee can voluntarily
resign their employment with the District at any time but is requested to provide the
District with a letter of resignation two (2) weeks before the termination date.

. Termination. As a District employee, an employee has the status of an “at-will

employee.” This means that both the employee and the District have the right to terminate
employment at any time, with or without advance notice, and with or without cause. No
one at the District, with the exception of the Board of Directors, has the authority to alter
this arrangement, to enter into an agreement for employment for a specified period of
time, or to make any agreement contrary to this policy, and any such agreement is void
and invalid.

. Return of District Property. All District property must be returned prior to an employee’s

termination from service. District property includes, but is not limited to, laptops, cell
phones, uniforms, equipment, keys, reports, proprietary information and any other job
related materials.

2.05. Rules of Conduct.
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A. Discipline Policy. District employees are to observe certain standards of job performance

and good conduct, which are described in this Section. When job performance or conduct
does not meet the District’s standards, the District will endeavor, when in its sole
discretion it deems appropriate, to provide employees with a reasonable opportunity to
correct the deficiency. Only exempt personnel are authorized to conduct disciplinary
actions. If, however, the employee fails to make the correction, the employee will be
subject to discipline, up to and including termination.

The rules set forth below are intended to provide employees with fair notice of what is
expected of them. It is not possible, however, to provide an exhaustive list of all types of
impermissible conduct and performance. Therefore, employees should be aware that
conduct not specifically listed below but which adversely affects or is otherwise
detrimental to the interest of the District, other employees, or the public, may result in
disciplinary action, up to and including termination.

Nothing in this policy alters the at-will nature of employment with the District.
Employee or District may terminate the employment relationship at any time with or
without cause and with or without notice. The District reserves its right to terminate any
employment relationship without resort to the disciplinary procedures described below.

. Job Performance. Employees may be subject to discipline, up to and including

termination, for poor job performance, and including but not limited to the following:
1) Unsatisfactory work quality or quantity;

2) Excessive absenteeism, tardiness or abuse of break and lunch privileges;
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3) Negligence which causes or threatens to cause damage to the District or public
property;

4) Failure to follow instructions or District procedures
5) Failure to follow safety rules or regulations.

. Misconduct. Employees may be subject to discipline, up to and including termination,
for misconduct, including but not limited to the following:

1) Insubordination, including improper conduct toward a supervisor or failure or
refusal to perform properly tasks assigned by a supervisor;

2)  Dishonesty, including falsifying or making a material omission on an employment
application or any other District record,

3)  Theft, including unauthorized removal or possession of property, records, or other
material from the District or belonging to co-workers, or anyone on District

property;

4)  Discourtesy, including engaging in rude or discourteous conduct toward co-
workers, supervisors, members of management, or members of the public. This
includes “bullying” type behavior and the spreading of unfounded rumors in the
workplace towards such individuals;

5) Misusing or destroying District property or the property of another on District
premises;

6) Violating conflict-of-interest rules;

7)  Falsifying or altering District records, including falsifying or altering any
timekeeping record, removing any District record from a designated area without
proper authorization or destroying any District records;

8) Interfering with the work performance of others;

9) Altercations, including fighting on District property;

10) Sexual harassment, or any other unlawful harassment of another employee;

11) Possession, distribution, sale, use or being under the influence of alcohol or illegal
drugs on District property, on duty, or while operating a vehicle or potentially

dangerous equipment leased or owned by District;

12) Gambling on District premises or while conducting District business;
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13) Conviction of a felony or of a misdemeanor that is of such a nature as to adversely
affect the employee’s ability to perform the duties and responsibilities of their
position, in the District’s discretion. A conviction is complete on the date the court
imposes judgment and includes a plea of guilty or a plea of nolo contendere;

14) Repeated garnishment of wages due to non-payment of legally acquired debts;
15) Leaving the job without authorization, or sleeping on the job;

16) Violating safety or health rules or practices or engaging in conduct that creates a
safety or health hazard,;

17) Bringing on District property dangerous or unauthorized materials, such as a
firearm or other dangerous weapon, or possession of dangerous or unauthorized
materials while conducting District business;

18) Being convicted of a crime that indicates unfitness for the job or raises a threat to
the safety or well-being of the District, its employees, property or members of the

public; or

19) Violation of any provision set forth in the Employee Handbook.

. Attendance. In addition to the general rules stated above, employees may be subject to

discipline, up to and including termination, for any of the following:

1) Use of sick leave in a manner inconsistent with this Employee Handbook;

2)  Failing to report to work on time, failing to comply with the time limits for rest and
lunch periods, unauthorized overtime, and leaving work early without obtaining

proper approval to leave work early; and

3) Failing to properly notify a supervisor in a timely manner in advance of anticipated
tardiness or absence;

. Termination Procedure. Termination of an employee’s at-will employment for

unsatisfactory performance or misconduct may (or may not) be preceded by an oral or
written warning and/or suspension. The District reserves the right to proceed directly to
termination of at-will employment for misconduct or a performance deficiency without
taking any prior disciplinary steps, when the District in its sole discretion deems such
disciplinary action appropriate. There is no internal District right of review of a decision
to terminate employment, either through the grievance process or otherwise.

Anti-Fraud Policy. The District and its employees must, at all times, comply with all

applicable laws and regulations. Employees uncertain about the application or
interpretation of any legal requirements should refer the matter to their supervisor.
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The District expects its employees to conduct themselves in a businesslike manner and
perform their duties conscientiously, honestly, and in accordance with the best interests
of the District. Employees are expected to take great care when working with District
suppliers, contracted parties and members of the public. Employees must respect the
confidentiality of information acquired in the course of their work. Any employee who
believes that a course of action may involve a conflict of interest, fraud and/or dishonesty
should immediately communicate all facts to their supervisor or the General Manager.

. Workplace Violence Policy. The safety and security of employees is very important to
the District. Threats, threatening behavior, acts of violence or any related conduct which
disrupts another’s work performance or the District’s ability to execute its daily business
will not be tolerated.

Any person who makes threats, exhibits threatening behavior, or engages in violent acts on
District property may be removed from the premises pending the outcome of an
investigation. Threats, threatening behavior or other acts of violence off District property,
but directed at District employees, or the public while conducting business for the District,
is a violation of this policy.

Improper off-site threats include but are not limited to threats made via telephone, fax,
electronic or conventional mail, text message or any other communication medium.
Violations of this policy will lead to disciplinary action and may include dismissal, arrest,
and prosecution. In addition, if the source of such inappropriate behavior is a member of the
public, the response may also include barring the person(s) from District property,
termination of business relationships with that individual and/or prosecution of the
person(s).

Employees are responsible for notifying the General Manager or any other supervisors of
any threats which they have witnessed or received or have been told that another person has
witnessed or received. Employees should also report any behavior they have witnessed
which they regard as threatening or violent when that behavior is job related or might be
carried out on District property or in connection with employment.

Each employee who receives a protective or restraining order that lists District premises as
a protected area is required immediately to provide the General Manager with a copy of
such order.

. Drug & Alcohol Free Workplace. The District recognizes that behavior resulting from
the use of alcohol and/or drugs may detrimentally affect the safety and work performance
of its work force and can present a risk to the health and welfare of its employees and
members. In recognition of the District’s responsibility to maintain a safe work
environment and an employee’s responsibility to perform their job duties safely, the
District will act to eliminate any substance abuse, which increases the risk of injuries,
accidents or substandard performance. Please see District Policy No. 2015 — Drug &
Alcohol Policy (Substance Abuse).
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2.06. Grievances.

52

A. Purpose of Grievance Procedure. The grievance procedures set forth below are designed

to resolve work-related issues and complaints related to District policies and procedures
not being followed and to provide an orderly procedure for the resolution of such issues
and complaints. The grievance procedure is not applicable to harassment complaints or
for disciplinary actions. Employees with harassment complaints are directed to
Section 1.04, which describes the procedures for filing such a complaint.

. Time Limits. Each person involved in a grievance will act quickly so the grievance may

be solved promptly. Each person will make every effort possible to complete action
within the time limits contained within these grievance procedures, but with the written
consent of the other parties involved the time limits of any step may be extended.

. Presentation of Grievance. An employee may present a grievance while on duty, provided

such use of on-duty time is reasonable as determined by the District. Employees are to
present grievances as soon as possible after the events that gave rise to the employee's
concerns by submitting a brief written grievance to their immediate supervisor. The
written grievance should set forth the factual and other bases for the employee's
complaint and must identify the rule or issue allegedly being violated by the District. The
employee will strive to submit the written grievance within five (5) working days after
the facts, which gave rise to the complaint.

. Grievance Procedure/First Step (Informal Discussions). Initially, a grievance will be

personally discussed between the employee and their immediate supervisor. In the event
the grievance is with the immediate supervisor, the employee should personally discuss
with the Assistant General Manager or General Manager, whomever is next in
supervision. It is anticipated that the employee should have a decision or response from
the immediate supervisor within five (5) working days.

. Grievance Procedure/Second Step (Formal Grievance).

1) Ifaninformal grievance is not resolved to the satisfaction of the grievant, the grievant
may initiate a formal grievance in writing to the Assistant General Manager. The
formal grievance will be initiated within fifteen (15) working days of the decision
rendered in the informal grievance procedure. A formal written grievance will state
the date and nature of the grievance and will state all specific facts or omissions upon
which the grievance is based.

2) It is anticipated that within five (5) working days after the filing of the formal
grievance, the Assistant General Manager will give their decision in writing to the
grievant.

Grievance Procedure/Third Step (Appeal). If the grievant is not satisfied with the
decision rendered by the Assistant General Manager, the grievant may appeal the
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decision in writing within five (5) working days to the General Manager. If the grievant
does not appeal the decision to the General Manager in writing within five (5) working
days, the issue will be considered settled. The appeal will state the date and nature of the
grievance and will state all specific facts or omissions upon which the appeal is based.

G. Consideration of Appeal. It is anticipated that within ten (10) working days of the filing
of an appeal, the General Manager will have a meeting with the grievant and/or their
representative, and other persons as the General Manager will direct.

H. Decision on Appeal. It is anticipated that within ten (10) working days of the General
Manager’s consideration of the appeal, the General Manager will issue a written decision
concerning the employee's appeal. The decision of the General Manager will be final.

Section 3.00. Employment Practices.
3.01. Work Week.

The normal work week will consist of five 8-hour days or forty (40) hours per week total (12:01
A.M. Saturday to 12:00 Midnight Friday.), unless otherwise designated by District management
for an alternate work schedule.

The District's office hours are 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday. It is expected that
the office will be staffed and telephones covered during the official working hours in order to serve
the public and staff efficiently and promptly.

Work schedules of treatment plant and other field personnel may be altered as deemed necessary
with approval of the General Manager or their designee. Certain employees may be required to
work alternate shifts as needed.

3.02. Treatment Plant Work Schedule. The District operates a 24-hour, 7 day-a-week water
treatment plant that requires monitoring by certified operators. Shift schedules are required
to provide this monitoring. Shift scheduling affects the treatment plant operators and relief
operator(s). Shift schedules at the District are a combination of six (6) twelve-hour shifts and
one (1) eight-hour shift (every other Wednesday) that totals 80 hours per two-week pay
period. Three shifts are defined as follows:

Day 12 hour shifts that begin at 0800 (8:00 AM) and end at 2000 (8:00 PM).

Night 12 hour shifts that begin at 2000 (8:00 PM) and end at 0800 (8:00 AM) the
following day.

Swing 8 hour shifts that begin at 0800 (8:00 AM) - Day, 1600 (4:00 PM) - Swing, and
2400 (Midnight) - Night, on Wednesdays.

Treatment plant operators and relief operators who work this schedule are paid overtime for
any hours worked over 40 hours in the designated workweek as provided in Section 3.01
above.
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Relief Operator: Works 8-hour day shifts and 8-hour swing shifts unless called in or is scheduled
to work 12-hour relief shifts. The day operator will cover the relief operator’s 8-hour swing shift
if the relief operator is on coverage duty.

Standby Operations: The Chief Plant Operator and Relief Operator will be on standby in case they
are needed. In the event of absences, operators will be contacted in the following order to maintain
24-hour operations.

1. Relief Operator

2. Chief Plant Operator/Water Operations Manager

Shift Assignment: Shift assignments shall be made before the start of a new calendar year and shall
be scheduled and determined by the Water Operations Manager & Chief Plant Operator. Shifts
will rotate day to night, night to day in six to seven week intervals. Days of the week worked will
shift after six months in July and January.

Leave Benefits: Shift scheduling does not change the District personnel policies regarding the
accumulation of sick leave, vacations, or holidays.

Shift Differential: Shift differential is not paid.

3.03. Overtime Work.

A. Exempt/Non-Exempt. An exempt employee is an employee whose work is typically
managerial and is paid for getting the job done, regardless of hours. No overtime is paid
to exempt employees. For non-exempt employees, records are kept of hours worked.

B. Regular Overtime. For non-exempt employees, any time worked over 8 hours per day or
40 hours per week is considered overtime, with the exception of employees who are
assigned to a Treatment Plant Work Schedule as provided in Section 3.02 above, or who
otherwise work on an alternate work schedule as approved by District management under
Section 3.01 above.

Overtime work will be compensated at the rate of one and one-half (1 ’2) times the hourly
rate for the employee's position. All overtime incurred will be paid out and employees
are not authorized to accrue Compensatory Time Off (CTO) in lieu of cash overtime
payments.

All overtime work must be authorized in advance by the General Manager or designee.
C. Holiday Pay. Any non-exempt Regular Employee who is required to work on a paid
holiday will receive, in addition to their regular salary, holiday compensation at the rate

of one and one-half (1 ’2) times their hourly salary for the hours worked.

D. Stand-By Duty Pay. Standby duty pay will be provided for in accordance with the current
MOU.
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3.04. Injury on the Job. Each employee is expected to take every necessary precaution, within the
scope of their supervisor's instructions, to avoid industrial injury to themselves and to other
employees, just as it is the responsibility of the District to ensure full compliance with all
existing codes and safety orders and to take whatever steps are necessary to provide
maximum freedom from hazards.

A. Worker’s Compensation. The District carries Worker’s Compensation Insurance that
applies to an employee who is injured or disabled on the job. It provides medical, surgical
and hospital treatment in addition to payment for loss of earnings that result from work
related injuries. Compensation payments begin from the first day of the employee’s
hospitalization or after the third day following the injury if the employee is not
hospitalized. The cost of this coverage is completely paid for by the District.

On the first day of injury, sick leave or vacation will not be charged. Employees needing
follow-up medical appointments will be charged the time off from their accumulated
“Sick/Paid Time Off” leave.

Employee health benefits (Medical, Dental, Vision, Employee Assistance Program, Short
Term Disability, Long Term Disability) shall continue during a Workers’ Compensation
Claim and regular wages will be paid during the three-day waiting period without any
charge to sick or vacation leave. Sick and vacation hours will accrue only on hours
worked. After the third day, the employee will receive Worker’s Compensation Benefits
based on two-thirds of the employee’s gross salary up to the salary maximum paid by the
District’s insurance carrier. This maximum benefit can be supplemented up to full regular
salary with the use of accrued sick or vacation leave.

An employee injured on the job must report the accident, injury, or hazardous incident to
their supervisor immediately. The supervisor must relay all information pertaining to
work related injuries or accidents in writing to the General Manager within twenty-four
(24) hours after a reported incident. Arrangements will be made for first-aid or a doctor's
attention, as appropriate. In order to designate a personal physician, the employee must
submit to the General Manager a “Designation of Personal Physician Form,” which will
be made a part of the employee’s personnel file. The form must include the contact
information for the employee’s personal physician as well as the physician’s signature.
Injured employees must be seen by the District’s Occupational Health Facility for the
first 30 days.

3.05. Return to Work Program. The District recognizes that its employees are a critical part of the
District’s operations, and even if an employee becomes injured on or off the job or has a
temporary disability as a result of surgery or an illness, they remain a valuable part of District
staff. This Return to Work Program (RTW) has proven to be an essential cost containment
element of our overall risk management program. In conjunction with our Safety Program,
the RTW Program is an effective tool in returning employees to productive work in the
shortest time possible, while maintaining high morale and keeping costs to a minimum. The
District may use a guideline provided by its insurance carrier to implement its RTW Program.
A copy of this guideline may be provided to the employee upon request.
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3.06.

56

It is the District’s goal to bring an employee back to the job in a useful capacity as soon as
possible. The District looks at transitional duty from the positive point of view that our
employees want to work. Each employee should recognize that this Program is being set up
as a benefit for them.

If an employee is injured on or off the job or has a temporary disability as a result of injury,
surgery or illness, the Program will look at ways to bring the employee back to work as soon
as the doctor determines that the employee is medically ready, in accordance with their job
description. This may mean making temporary modifications to the employee’s job duties or
work hours to accommodate the employee’s recovery.

If the employee does not report to work (modified duty or regular work) when the doctor
releases the employee or leave has expired, the employee may not be eligible for temporary
disability payments, workers’ compensation payments, or regular wages, and the employee
could be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including termination.

Employee Conduct Responsibilities.

A. District employees are expected to conduct themselves at all times in a manner which
will reflect favorably on the District.

B. Asanemployee in the public service, the employee is expected to put in a full day's work,
be prompt in reporting to work, carry out their duties conscientiously and professionally
during working hours, and guard against unnecessary absences from the job.

C. If an employee has to be off work, the employee will advise their department manager
by telephone, or if the department manager cannot be reached, the employee will contact
the District office by telephone. Absence from duty without reasonable cause or without
due notice is cause for discipline, up to and including dismissal. Absence without
approval for more than three (3) consecutive working days will be considered resignation
without re-employment opportunity.

D. Every employee should study their job and look for ways to improve it. As part of a
working unit, the employee should also attempt to learn about the entire unit's workflow
in order to enhance the quality and productivity of the work.

E. To provide the most for the public's tax dollars, District employees must guard against
waste, misuse, and abuse of the District's supplies, equipment, and furniture. Proper care
and maintenance of equipment should be observed, and personal use of District
equipment is forbidden unless specifically authorized by the appointing authority.

F. The employee should take the initiative to keep the District office informed of any change

in their personnel record, such as name, address, marital status, dependency, whom to
notify in case of emergency, and so forth.
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3.07.

3.08.

3.09.

G. Any employee seeking outside employment concurrently with their District duties must
first obtain approval from the General Manager. If the work will not interfere with the
employee's efficiency on their District job, and there appears to be no conflict of interest,
permission may be given. It is expected, however, that the District job will always come
first with the employee.

Security Practices. Employees assigned to solo duty on shifts may be required to make
scheduled contacts with a security agent throughout each entire shift

Lactation Accommodation. The District provides employees who are nursing mothers with
a reasonable amount of break time to express breast milk. For nonexempt employees, the
break time shall run concurrently with the employee’s regular rest break or meal period to
the extent possible. Any time used in excess of the nonexempt employee’s regular rest break
shall be unpaid. The District will provide a lactation room or other suitable location other
than a bathroom in accordance with applicable law. To request a lactation accommodation,
an employee should contact their supervisor or the Finance Director. If for any reason the
District is unable to provide break time or a suitable location, the District will respond to the
request in writing. The District prohibits retaliation against an employee for exercising their
right to request a lactation accommodation. If an employee believes they have not been
provided with an appropriate lactation accommodation, or that they have been discriminated
or retaliated against for requesting such lactation accommodation must contact Finance
Director immediately to investigate such issues. The District will take appropriate corrective
action for any violation of this policy. In addition, an employee has the right to file a
complaint with the California Division of Labor Standards Enforcement/Labor
Commissioner regarding any such complaints. Their nearest offices are listed in the
government section of the telephone book.

Meal and Rest Breaks. Employees are permitted to take meal and rest periods at times and
under conditions prescribed by supervisory personnel which may include an unpaid thirty-
minute meal period or sixty-minute meal period, and two paid fifteen (15) minute rest breaks
during each consecutive four hours worked. Employees are expected to return to work
promptly at the end of any meal period and rest breaks. Employees will be relieved of their
duty entirely during the meal period to leave the premises if so desired. However, under
certain circumstances where it is in the best interests of the District, an employee may be
required to consume their meal while actively engaged in work. In such cases, the employee
will be paid for the meal period as hours worked.

Anytime an employee misses a meal period or rest breaks that was provided to the employee,
the employee should immediately notify their Supervisor or the Finance Director.

Section 4.00. Employee Benefits.

The employee benefits set forth in this part are applicable to Regular Employees, except as
otherwise provided.

4.01.

Paid Leave.
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A. Holidays. The following are paid holidays that will be observed by the District and an
eligible employee will be provided 8 hours of holiday pay for each paid holiday:

1)
2)

3)

4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)

13)

14)

15)

New Year's Day (January 1).
Martin Luther King's Birthday (third Monday in January).

Lincoln’s Birthday (Monday or Friday closest to February 12. If February 12 falls
on a Wednesday, the holiday will be observed on the previous Monday).

Washington's Birthday (third Monday in February).

Memorial Day (last Monday in May).

Independence Day (July 4).

Labor Day (first Monday in September).

Columbus Day (second Monday in October).

Veteran's Day (November 11).

Thanksgiving Day (fourth Thursday in November).

Friday after Thanksgiving.

Christmas Day (December 25).

Employee Birthday (floating holiday subject to seven [7] day Supervisor
notification and approval). Subject to pro-ration based upon date of hire and must
be used in 4 hour increments.

One Floating Holiday (subject to seven [7] day Supervisor notification and
approval). Subject to pro-ration based upon date of hire and must be used in 4 hour

Increments.

Any day appointed by the President or Governor for a Public Fast, Thanksgiving,
or Holiday.

At the closing of each calendar year, the General Manager will release the holiday
schedule for the next coming calendar year, specifying the dates on which the District
office will be closed in observance of the holidays. If any holiday falls on a Saturday, the
preceding Friday will be a holiday. If any holiday falls on a Sunday, the following
Monday will be a holiday. Employees who are required to work on a District holiday
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will be provided holiday compensation in accordance with Section 3.03(C) above in lieu
of holiday pay.

)]

2)

3)

. Vacation.

Paid vacations are granted to allow each employee a period of rest and relaxation
away from the job. Normally, vacation Time-off Requests must be submitted a
minimum of five (5) days prior to the requested vacation. Unless approved by the
General Manager, no employee may take vacation longer than what the employee has
earned and accumulated. In limited instances, using vacation time prior to completing
an introductory period may be allowed with approval of the General Manager. (No
Regular Employee is authorized to take time off without pay, unless approved in
writing by the General Manager.)

The terms and conditions for vacation benefits are provided in accordance with the
MOU.

When an employee is separated from service, their remaining vacation benefits, if
any, will be added to their final compensation.

. Sick Leave. California law provides for mandatory paid sick leave under the Healthy
Workplaces, Healthy Families Act. This paid sick leave policy is intended to comply
with the requirements of this Act.

1)

2)

3)

Full-time, Regular Employees are granted sick leave with pay and earn this at the rate
of one (1) sick leave day per month (twelve working days per year/3.69 hours per pay
period) beginning with the first full month of service.

Temporary employees accrue sick leave with pay at the rate of one (1) hour for every
thirty (30) hours worked, and can use up to forty (40) hours (5-days) of accrued sick
leave per 12-month employment year. Temporary employees can accrue paid sick
leave up to a cap of 80 hours (10-days) ongoing that can carryover year to year while
continuously employed.

Paid sick leave may be used for the following reasons:

a. Diagnosis, care or treatment of an existing health condition for an employee or
covered family member, as defined below;

b. Preventative care for an employee or an employee’s covered family member; and

c. For certain, specified purposes when the employee is a victim of domestic
violence, sexual assault, stalking or other applicable victim of crime.

For purposes of paid sick leave, a covered family member means any of the
following:
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4)

S)

6)

7)

a. achild, which means a biological, adopted, or foster child, stepchild, legal ward,
or a child to whom the employee stands in loco parentis;

b. a biological, adoptive, or foster parent, stepparent, or legal guardian of an
employee or the employee’s spouse or registered domestic partner, or a person
who stood in loco parentis when the employee was a minor child;

C. aspouse;

d. aregistered domestic partner;
e. agrandparent;

f. agrandchild,

g. asibling; and

h. a designated person (Any individual related by blood or whose association with
the employee is the equivalent of family relationship. An employee can only have
one “designated person” per 12-month period of paid sick leave.)

Pregnancy leave. Earned sick leave with pay may be applied to part of overall longer
period of pregnancy leave without pay granted to a full-time Regular Employee.
Pregnancy leave may be requested for childbirth or adoption of a child less than five
(5) years old. Pregnancy leave may be taken in accordance with current State and
Federal regulations.

If the need for paid sick leave is foreseeable, the employee shall provide reasonable
advance oral or written notification to their supervisor. If the need for paid sick leave
is not foreseeable, employees shall provide notice to their supervisor as soon as
practicable. A written statement from an attending physician or dentist may be
required for an absence of more than three (3) consecutive days due to illness or
injury to the extent permitted by law. At the discretion of management, employees
displaying a pattern or practice of possible abuses of the sick leave policy may also
be required to present a doctor’s notes for all sick leave absences, including single
day absences.

Unless approved by the General Manager, no employee may take sick time longer
than the employee has earned and accumulated. Any time needed for this purpose
may be transferred from earned vacation time.

Sick leave is authorized only for the circumstances described herein. Sick leave
cannot be used for personal time off, vacation days, or extending weekends. Use of
sick leave for any unauthorized purpose can result in disciplinary action, up to and
including termination.
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8) Upon retirement from the District, a retiree may elect to apply unused sick leave in
one of the following ways:

a. Conversion to additional CalPERS retirement service credit at the rate of 0.0038
per years of service for each day of unused sick leave provided there is less than
120 days between employees separation date and employees retirement date.

b. Payment in cash for unused sick leave at the rate of twenty-five percent (25%)
after five (5) years of continuous service, and fifty percent (50%) after ten (10)
years of continuous service as a combination of both a & b.

9) Except as provided otherwise in this policy, employees do not receive compensation
for any unused, accrued paid sick leave and the time of separation of employment.
However, if an employee is re-hired with the District within 12 months of the
previous separation of employment, the District will reinstate up to 10 days or 80
hours of previously accrued but unused paid sick leave that the employee previously
had at the time of separation.

. Disability Leave. Subject to the limitations stated below, all Regular Employees will be
entitled to receive disability leave with partial pay after one (1) year of continuous
service, as follows:

Rate Working Days
75% of full pay 65 (390 hours)
50% of full pay 65 (260 hours)

Disability leave may be taken only in the event of an employee's disability due to illness
or injury.

Disability leave may be taken only after exhaustion of all accumulated sick leave.

An employee will not be entitled to disability leave until five (5) working days have
elapsed following the exhaustion of all accumulated sick leave. Accrued vacation leave
may be used during the five (5) working days waiting period at the option of the
employee.

Disability leave will be taken by first exhausting disability leave payable at the rate of
seventy-five percent (75%) of full pay, and thereafter exhausting disability leave payable
at the rate of fifty percent (50%) of full pay.

The employee will furnish medical or other certification in a form acceptable to the
General Manager within five (5) working days of the commencement of a period of
claimed disability leave. Said certification will be reviewed at intervals not exceeding
thirty (30) calendar days after the date of the initial or any subsequent certification until
termination of the disability leave.
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An employee who has taken less than all their disability leave and then returns to work
may, after using any accumulated sick leave and subject to the previously described five
(5) working days' waiting period, take the remaining disability leave, together with any
disability leave credited since their return to work for a recurrence of the same disability
or for any other disability.

An employee who has taken any part or all of their disability leave will, upon thirty (30)
calendar days after returning to work, be credited with six (6) working days of disability
leave payable at the rate of seventy-five percent (75%) of full pay, and six (6) working
days of disability leave payable at the rate of fifty percent (50%) of full pay. At the end
of each succeeding year after returning to work, this same amount of disability credit will
be added to an employee's disability leave until their original disability leave has been
restored.

In no event will accumulated disability leave exceed sixty-five (65) working days at
seventy-five percent (75%) of full pay and sixty-five (65) working days at fifty percent
(50%) of full pay.

An employee who has taken disability leave in excess of five (5) calendar days will be
required to provide a physician's statement attesting to their fitness, based upon their
normal duties pursuant to their job description, before returning to work.

Vacation and sick leave will not accrue during periods of disability leave. If a District
observed holiday falls during periods of disability leave, the disabled employee is eligible
for holiday pay at the Short-Term Disability rate.

At the end of 130 working days, District payment of health benefits (Medical, Dental,
Vision, Employee Assistance Program, Short Term Disability, Long Term Disability)
will cease, unless extended by COBRA election.

In addition, all Regular Employees will be eligible for any Long-Term Disability Plan
provided by the District.

. Bereavement Leave. In the case of death within the immediate family of an employee,

such employee may, with request, be granted up to five (5) working days leave with pay,
per incident. For purposes of this paragraph, immediate family is defined as the
employee's father, mother, spouse, registered domestic partner, child, brother, sister,
grandparents, grandchildren, or in-laws.

Bereavement leave need not be taken in consecutive days but must be used up within
three months of the date of death of the family member. The District may require
verification of the death of the family member within thirty (30) days of the first day of
bereavement leave taken by an employee.
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Leave of absence for bereavement will not be charged against the employee's
accumulated sick leave credits or vacation eligibility.

F. Jury Duty. When an employee is required to perform jury duty or is subpoenaed as a
witness to appear before a court, administrative agency, public body, or commission, the
employee must promptly notify their supervisor. While on jury duty, a Regular Employee
will receive full pay and must provide proof of jury duty attendance. If the employee
elects to be paid for time spent on jury duty, the employee shall waive any payment by
the court for serving as a juror, except for any reimbursement for actual expenses, such
as mileage, except when a District vehicle is used. This section shall not apply to any
employee who is named a party, or is subpoenaed as a witness, to an action unrelated to
the District and its activities or is serving as a paid expert witness. In such cases,
employees may request vacation or personal leave.

G. Military Leave. A District employee who receives orders to report for military duty
should notify the General Manager of the dates of their proposed leave, their rank, or
rate, employment status with the District, and the name of the military unit to which the
employee is assigned. Leave, reinstatement, pay, and benefits for employees of the
District will be provided in accordance with Federal law (38 U.S.C. No. 2021, and
following), and California law (Military and Veterans Code No. 395, and following).

H. Time Off to Vote. Employees who do not have sufficient time outside of their regular
working hours to vote in a statewide election may request time off to vote. If possible,
employees should make their request at least two (2) days in advance of the election. Up
to two (2) hours of paid time off will be provided, within the employee's regular shift,
whichever will allow the freest time for voting and require the least time off work.

4.02. Unpaid Leave.

A. General Rules. Several types of unpaid leaves of absence are available to Regular
Employees. All unpaid leaves of absences are subject to the rules and restrictions
provided below:

1) Unpaid Status. All leaves of absence are provided on an unpaid basis.

2) Returning from Leave of Absence. When an employee is placed on pregnancy
disability, family, or military leaves of absence, the District anticipates the employee
will be reinstated to the same or a similar job with the same or similar duties, pay,
and location as required by law.

3) When an employee is on an approved or unpaid leave of absence, an effort will be made
to hold open their position for the period of the approved leave. However, the District
will not guarantee reinstatement to an employee’s previous position after a Personal
Leave of Absence.
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4) Additionally, the District will attempt to reasonably accommodate employees who are
released for partial or modified duty by their treating physician.

5) Vacation and Sick Leave Benefits. The period that an employee is on an unpaid leave
of absence is not considered time worked for purposes of determining eligibility for or
the amount of certain benefits, such as vacation and sick leave.

6) Holiday Benefits. If a paid holiday falls during an unpaid leave of absence period, an
employee on such leave of absence will not be eligible for the holiday pay.

7) Health Insurance. Except where otherwise required by law, employees will be subject
to COBRA health insurance continuation rights and be required to pay for the entire
cost of group health insurance that extends beyond the end of the third calendar month
of a continued leave of absence.

8) Misrepresentations. Misrepresenting reasons for applying for a leave of absence may
result in disciplinary action, up to and including termination.

. Personal Leaves of Absence. Employees who have been continuously employed with the

District for one (1) year may, due to special circumstances, request a personal leave of
absence without pay, for a reasonable period of time, not to exceed one (1) year. A request
for a personal leave of absence must be submitted in writing and is subject to approval
by the General Manager, in their sole discretion, before the leave begins. Requests will
be considered on the basis of length of service, performance, responsibility level, the
reason for the request, whether the individual is already out on leave, and the expected
impact on the District. Any requests for an extension of a leave of absence must be
submitted in writing and are subject to approval by the General Manager, in their sole
discretion, before the extension may begin. It is the employee’s responsibility to return
to work at the end of the approved leave. An employee who fails to report to work the
day after the approved leave expires will be considered to have voluntarily resigned. The
District will not pay for any group health insurance premiums during Personal Leave of
Absences.

. Catastrophic Leave & Donation Policy. A Regular Employee who faces financial

hardship as the primary caregiver to an immediate family member who suffers a
catastrophic injury or illness may qualify for catastrophic leave. “Catastrophic” is defined
as an illness or injury to the immediate family member, which is monumental, unusual,
unexpected, immediate in nature, and expected to impact the Regular Employee’s ability
to work for an extended period of time. Under such circumstances, the Regular Employee
may request catastrophic leave. If approved by the General Manager, catastrophic leave
is unpaid leave unless other Regular Employees voluntarily donate sufficient amounts of
their own sick or vacation leave to cover the requested catastrophic leave.

4.03. Family and Medical Leave.

64

31



It is the policy of the District to provide family care and medical leave to eligible employees in

accordance

with the California Family Rights Act (CFRA) and the federal Family and Medical

Leave Act (FMLA) for up to 12 workweeks (26 workweeks to care for an injured
servicemember) of unpaid family/medical leave within a 12-month period to eligible employees
in accordance with this policy. FMLA applies to District employees only to the extent the

District has

50 or more employees on the payroll during 20 or more calendar workweeks in

either the current or the preceding calendar year.

A. Leave Entitlements. Leave may be taken for one or more of the following reasons:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

The birth of an employee’s child, or placement of a child with the employee for
adoption or foster care (FMLA/CFRA);

An employee’s own serious health condition that makes the employee unable to
perform their job — including an industrial-related injury that would also qualify the
employee for separate workers’ compensation benefits (FMLA/CFRA);

To care for the employee’s spouse, child or parent who has a serious health condition
(FMLA/CFRA);

To care for the employee’s registered domestic partner, parent-in-law, grandparent,
grandchild, sibling, or designated person with a serious health condition. A
“designated person” is any individual related by blood or whose association with the
employee is the equivalent of family relationship. An employee can only have one
“designated person” per 12-month period of CFRA leave. (CFRA only);

For any “qualifying exigency” because an employee’s spouse, registered domestic
partner (CFRA only), child, or parent is on active military duty or has been notified
of an impending call or order to active duty in a foreign country or in support of a
contingency operation involving the United States Armed Forces (FMLA/CFRA);

To care for a spouse, son, daughter, parent, or “next of kin” servicemember or veteran
in the preceding five years of the United States Armed Forces who has a serious
injury or illness incurred in the line of duty while on active military duty (this leave
can run up to 26 weeks of unpaid leave during a 12-month period that begins on the
first date of such leave); and

Incapacity due to pregnancy, prenatal medical care or child birth (FMLA only).

B. Eligibility Requirements.

To be an eligible employee for FMLA/CFRA:

1) The employee has been employed with the District for at least 12 months prior to
the commencement of leave that need not be consecutive. If the leave only
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qualifies for FMLA, the 12 months of employment must have accumulated within
the previous seven years. There is no such time limit under CFRA;

2) The employee has worked at least 1,250 hours during the previous 12-month
period before the need for leave; and

3) The employee is employed at a worksite where there are 50 or more employees
within a 75-mile radius. (FMLA only)

For additional information about eligibility for family/medical leave, contact the
Finance Director.

C. Military Family Leave Entitlements.

1) Eligible employees whose spouse, son, daughter or parent is on covered active duty
or call to covered active-duty status may use their 12-week FMLA and/or CFRA
leave entitlement for certain qualifying exigencies. Qualifying exigencies may
include attending certain military events, arranging for alternative childcare,
addressing certain financial and legal arrangements, attending certain counseling
sessions, and attending post-deployment reintegration briefings.

2) Eligible employees may also take a special leave entitlement of up to 26 weeks of
leave during a single 12-month period to care for a covered service member.
FMLA/CFRA for 12 weeks if the care provider is eligible for both, followed by 14
weeks of (FMLA only), or 26 weeks of FMLA only if leave is not CFRA covered
leave. A covered service member is either:

a. A current member of the Armed forces, including a member of the National
Guard or Reserves, who is undergoing medical treatment, recuperation or
therapy, is otherwise in outpatient status, or is otherwise on the temporary
disability retired list, for a serious injury or illness*; or

b. A veteran who was discharged or released under conditions other than
dishonorable at any time during the five-year period prior to the first date the
eligible employee takes FMLA leave to care for the covered veteran, and who is
undergoing medical treatment, recuperation, or therapy for a serious injury or
illness. The FMLA definitions of "serious injury or illness" for current service
members and veterans are different from the FMLA definition of "serious health
condition."

D. Calculating the 12-Month Period.

For purposes of calculating the 12-month period during which 12 weeks of FMLA and/or
CFRA leave may be taken, the District uses a rolling 12-month period measured
backward from the date an employee uses any family medical leave. Under most
circumstances, FMLA and CFRA leave will run at the same time and an eligible
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employee will be entitled to a total of 12 weeks of family and medical leave in the
designated 12-month period. For leave to care for a covered service member, the 12-
month period begins on the first day of the leave, regardless of how the 12-month period
is calculated for other leaves. Leave to care for a covered service member is for a
maximum of 26 workweeks during a 12-month period.

. Pregnancy, Childbirth or Related Conditions and Baby Bonding.

Leave because of a disability for pregnancy, childbirth or related medical condition is
not counted as time used under California law (CFRA). However, time off because of
pregnancy disability, childbirth or related medical condition may count as family and
medical leave under federal law (FMLA). Employees who take time off for pregnancy
disability and who are eligible for FMLA will be placed on FMLA that runs at the same
time as their pregnancy disability leave (PDL).

Once the pregnant employee is no longer disabled, or once the employee has exhausted
PDL and has given birth, the employee may apply for leave under CFRA, for purposes
of baby bonding.

Any leave taken for the birth, adoption, or foster care placement of a child does not have
to be taken in one continuous period of time. CFRA leave taken for the birth or placement
of a child will be granted in minimum amounts of two weeks. However, the District will
grant a request for a CFRA leave (for birth/placement of a child) of less than two weeks'
duration on any two occasions. The District may also grant additional requests for leave
lasting less than two weeks at its discretion. Any leave taken must be concluded within
one year of the birth or placement of the child with the employee.

When both parents are employed by the District and request simultaneous leave for
bonding or the birth or placement for adoption or foster care of a child, and the employee
is eligible for leave, the District will not grant more than a total of 12 workweeks of
FMLA leave for this reason. However, there is not such limitation based on the use of
CFRA leave.

. Leave Procedures.

The following procedures shall apply when an employee requests family and medical
leave:

1) An employee is required to contact the General Manager or Finance Director as soon
as they realize the need for family care and medical leave. If the leave is based on the
expected birth, placement for adoption or foster care, or planned medical treatment
for their serious health condition or that of a family member, the employee must
notify the District at least 30 days before leave is to begin. The employee must consult
with their supervisor regarding scheduling of any planned medical treatment or
supervision in order to minimize disruption to the operations of the District. Any such
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2)

3)

4)

S)

6)

7)

scheduling is subject to the approval of the employee’s health care provider or the
health care provider of their covered family member.

If an employee cannot provide 30 days' advance notice of the need for leave, the
District must be informed as soon as is practical.

Employees do not have to share a medical diagnosis, but must provide enough
information to the District so it can determine if the leave qualifies for FMLA/CFRA
protection. Sufficient information could include informing the District that the
employee is or will be unable to perform his or her job functions, that a family
member cannot perform daily activities, or that hospitalization or continuing medical
treatment is necessary. Such information is provided through the certification process
under this policy. Employees must inform the District if the need for leave is for a
reason for which FMLA leave was previously taken or certified.

If the FMLA/CFRA request is made because of the employee’s own serious health
condition, the District may require, at its expense, a second opinion from a health
care provider that the District chooses. The health care provider designated to give a
second opinion will not be one who is employed on a regular basis by the District.

If the second opinion differs from the first opinion, the District may require the
employee, at the District expense, to obtain the opinion of a third health care provider
designated or approved jointly by the employee and the District. The opinion of the
third health care provider shall be considered final and binding on the employee and
the District.

Once the District becomes aware that an employee’s need for leave is for a reason
that may qualify under the FMLA/CFRA, the District will notify the employee if he
or she is eligible for FMLA/CFRA leave and, if eligible, will also provide a notice of
rights and responsibilities under the FMLA/CFRA. If the employee is not eligible,
the District will provide a reason for ineligibility.

The District will notify an employee if leave will be designated as FMLA/CFRA, and
if so, how much leave will be designated as FMLA/CFRA leave.

. Certification.

The District will require the employee to provide certification or periodic recertification
supporting the need for leave.

The employee will have 15 calendar days from the District’s request for certification to
provide it to the District, unless it is not practicable to do so. The District may require
recertification from the health care provider if the employee requests additional leave
upon expiration of the time period in the original certification. (For example, if an
employee needs two weeks of family and medical leave, but following the two weeks the
employee needs additional. intermittent leave, a new medical certification will be
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requested and required.) If the employee does not provide medical certification in a
timely manner to substantiate the need for family and medical leave, the District may
delay approval of the leave, or continuation thereof, until certification is received. If
certification is never received, the leave may not be considered family medical leave.

If the leave is needed to care for a sick child, spouse, or parent, the must provide a
certification from the health care provider stating:

Date of commencement of the serious health condition;

Probable duration of the condition;

Estimated amount of time for care by the health care provider; and

Confirmation that the serious health condition warrants the employee’s participation.

If the employee’s serious health condition is the reason for leave, the employee must
provide a certification from the health care provider stating:

e Date of commencement of the serious health condition;

e Probable duration of the condition; and

e The employee’s inability to work at all or to perform any one or more of the
essential functions of their position because of the serious health condition.

If the employee is absent because of their own serious health condition, the District will
also require a medical release to return to work form or certification from their health
care provider that they are able to resume work.

Failure to provide a release to return to work certificate from the employee’s health care
provider will result in denial of reinstatement until the certificate is obtained.

Employees who request leave to care for an injured servicemember who is a child,
spouse, parent, or “next of kin” of the employee must provide written certification from
a health care provider regarding the injured servicemember’s serious injury or illness.

Employees who request leave due to a “qualifying exigency” related to military service
must be supported by a certification of its necessity.

Health and Benefit Plans.

If an employee is taking FMLA/CFRA leave, they will be allowed to continue
participating in any health and welfare benefit plans in which they were enrolled in before
the first day of the leave (for a maximum of 12 workweeks, or 26 workweeks if the leave
is to care for a covered servicemember) at the level and under the conditions of coverage
as if they had continued in employment for the duration of such leave. The District will
continue to make the same premium contribution as if the employee had continued
working. The continued participation in health benefits begins on the date leave first
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begins. In some instances, the District may recover premiums paid to maintain health
coverage if the employee fails to return to work following family/medical leave.

Payment is to be made to Stockton East Water District, P.O. Box 5157 Stockton, CA
95205.

Substitution of Paid Leave.

Although FMLA/CFRA leave is an unpaid leave, the District requires an employee to
substitute any available accrued sick or vacation leave for unpaid leave in the following
circumstances:

e Accrued sick leave is required to be used during FMLA/CFRA leave for the
employee’s own serious health condition;

e Accrued vacation is required to be used when accrued sick leave is exhausted
under the FMLA/CFRA leaves above, and for any other FMLA/CFRA qualifying
event that would otherwise be unpaid.

In addition, an employee can request to use accrued sick leave to attend to their covered
family member who has a serious health condition to the extent required under law or
permitted under District policy. If an employee is receiving paid leave benefits while out
on a FMLA/CFRA leave of absence (e.g., short-term disability payments, workers’
compensation benefits, etc.), the District and the employee can agree to coordinate the
use of sick or vacation leave as provided above up to the employee’s regular salary.
Employees will not accrue vacation or sick leave, nor be paid for holidays, during
FMLA/CFRA leave.

Reinstatement.

Under most circumstances, upon return from family medical leave, the employee will be
reinstated to their original job or to an equivalent job with equivalent pay, benefits, and
other employment terms and conditions. However, an employee has no greater right to
reinstatement than if the employee had been continuously employed rather than on leave.
For example, if an employee on family/medical leave would have been laid off had the
employee not gone on leave, or if the employee's job is eliminated during the leave and
no equivalent or comparable job is available, then the employee would not be entitled to
reinstatement. In addition, an employee's use of family/medical leave will not result in
the loss of any employment benefit that the employee earned before using family/medical
leave.

Reinstatement after FMLA leave only may be denied to certain salaried "key" employees
under the following conditions:
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e An employee requesting reinstatement was among the highest-paid 10 percent of
salaried employees employed within 75 miles of the worksite at which the employee
worked at the time of the leave request;

e The refusal to reinstate is necessary because reinstatement would cause substantial
and grievous economic injury to the District’s operations;

e The employee is notified of the District’s intent to refuse reinstatement at the time
the District determines the refusal is necessary; and

e [fleave has already begun, the District gives the employee a reasonable opportunity
to return to work following the notice described previously.

. Time Accrual.

Please contact the Finance Director with any questions regarding accrual of other District
provided paid leave benefits (such as vacation or sick leave) during unpaid FMLA/CFRA
leave.

. Carryover.

Leave granted under any of the reasons provided by state and federal law will be counted
as family/medical leave and will be considered as part of the 12-workweek entitlement
(26-workweek entitlement if leave is to care for a servicemember) in any 12-month
period. No carryover of unused leave from one 12-month period to the next 12-month
period is permitted.

. Intermittent Leave.

The employee may take FMLA and CFRA leave intermittently (in blocks of time, or by
reducing their normal weekly or daily work schedule) if the leave is for their serious
health condition or that of a qualifying family member and the reduced leave schedule is
medically necessary as determined by the health care provider of the person with the
serious health condition. An employee can also take intermittent or reduced schedule
leave for qualifying exigency FMLA/CFRA leave where applicable to the reasons for
such leave.

. Complaints.

Employees may file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Labor, Wage and Hour
Division, California Civil Rights Department, or may bring a private lawsuit against an
employer. The FMLA/CFRA does not affect any federal or state law prohibiting
discrimination or supersede any state or local law or collective bargaining agreement that
provides greater family or medical leave rights.
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4.04 Pregnancy Disability Leave. Any full or part-time regular female employee who is disabled
by pregnancy, childbirth or related medical condition will, with request, be granted a
pregnancy disability leave of absence (PDL) without pay not to exceed four (4) months.

4.05
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A.

An employee who is granted PDL is required to use accrued sick leave in lieu of any unpaid
leave and may use any accrued vacation leave at their option in lieu of any unpaid leave. If
the employee is receiving a paid disability benefit while on PDL, the employee may
coordinate any accrued sick leave benefits and earned vacation benefits up to their full
salary. Any portion of the leave that occurs after all sick and vacation benefits have been
exhausted shall be without pay.

Group insurance benefits ordinarily provided by the Agency will remain in effect until the
end of the month in which the PDL terminates.

If an employee requires PDL, the employee must notify their supervisor in writing as soon
as possible. The written notice should specify the commencement date of the leave and the
expected duration of the leave and be accompanied by a signed physician’s statement. For
emergencies or events that are unforeseeable, an employee must notify her supervisor as
soon as practical after an employee learns of the need for the leave.

Written extension requests of PDL, not to exceed the fourth month limitation, must be
received by the General Manager prior to the expiration of the approved leave or within
three days of an absence. Employees who do not report for work at the end of an approved
PDL, will be considered to have voluntarily resigned unless their leave is extended for
CFRA baby bonding leave or where their disability has continued beyond the four months
of PDL and may otherwise be reasonably accommodated under state and federal disability
accommodation laws. . Employees returning from a PDL shall be required to provide a
physician’s statement that states that they are medically able to return to work to the extent
permitted by law.

For employees on PDL, the District anticipates reinstatement to the same or a similar job
with the same or similar duties, pay, and location as required by law.

The District will also reasonably accommodate medical needs related to pregnancy,
childbirth, or related conditions or, if feasible, temporarily transfer the employee to a less
strenuous or hazardous position (where one is available) or duties if medically needed
because of their pregnancy.

Insurance.

A.

Health Insurance. The District will furnish, at District expense, Health Insurance
Programs for its Regular Employees and dependents of the employee to help provide the
employee with protection from major health expense. The qualification of dependents
and co-insurance responsibilities of the employee are separate for the various elements
of the program. The program currently includes the following elements:
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1) Medical Care (see Exhibit ‘A’ for current provider).
2) Vision Care (see Exhibit ‘A’ for current provider).
3) Dental Care (see Exhibit ‘A’ for current provider).

. Post-Retirement Health Insurance. All Regular Employees hired before April 1, 2015,
eligible for CalPERS retirement (normally age 55 [but not less than 50], vested with 5-
years of CalPERS contributions), who have worked for the District for at least five (5)
years and who retire from the District will be eligible for this post-retirement health
insurance benefit. The District will cease to continue post-retirement health benefits to a
retiree if the retiree becomes: 1) reinstated as a CalPERS member and eligible for
enrollment/enrolled in an employer health insurance program or 2) employed or eligible
for enrollment/enrolled in another employer’s health Insurance program.

A Regular Employee hired before April 1, 2015 who meets the above-referenced criteria
shall be eligible for Post-Retirement Health Insurance as a retired employee and for one
dependent (identified at time of retirement) as provided for in this policy. The surviving
dependent (identified at time of retirement) will be entitled to continue to receive Post-
Retirement Health Insurance. The District will cease to continue benefits to a retiree’s
surviving dependent (identified at the time of retirement) upon the surviving dependent’s
1) remarriage or 2) enrollment in another group medical plan. The retiree’s surviving
dependent agrees to immediately notify the District’s General Manager in writing in the
event of: 1) remarriage or 2) enrollment in another group medical plan.

When a covered retiree and/or their surviving dependent reach 65 years of age, coverage
will be provided by a combination of the District insurance provider and Medicare
insurance.

The District will be responsible for the value of such Post-Retirement Health Insurance
coverage only to the extent it is provided to an individual, if the retiree has less than
twenty (20) years of service. The difference in cost between this individual plan and the
retiree-chosen plan for medical insurance will be the responsibility of the retiree.

The District will be responsible for the value of such Post-Retirement Health Insurance
coverage only to the extent it is provided to an individual and 50% the cost of one
dependent, if the retiree has more than twenty (20) years and less than thirty (30) years
of service. The difference in cost between this coverage and the retiree chosen plan for
medical will be the responsibility of the retiree.

The District will be responsible for the value of such Post-Retirement Health Insurance
coverage for the retiree and one dependent, if the retiree has more than thirty (30) years
of service. The difference in cost between this coverage and the retiree chosen plan for
medical insurance will be the responsibility of the retiree.

. Life Insurance. The District will provide term group life insurance for all its Regular
Employees and will pay for the premium according to the insurance policy applicable to
the employee for a benefit amount equal to 1.5 times the annual salary of the employee
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rounded to the closest One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) with a maximum of
$100,000.00. Such life insurance will not be provided for temporary employees (see
Exhibit ‘A’ for current provider).

D. Employee Assistance Program. The District offers the benefits of an Employee
Assistance Program for all its employees. The program provides for six (6) free
consultations per person/per incident annually and unlimited 24/7 phone access
consultations (see Exhibit ‘A’ for current provider).

The General Manager or their designee will provide more detailed information on insurance
policies and benefits to the employee upon request.

4.06 Retirement. The District will provide “classic members” (as defined by CalPERS law) with

4.07
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retirement benefits by contract with the Public Employees' Retirement System of the State
of California (CalPERS) in accordance with the Public Employee’s Retirement Law. Such
retirement benefits are to be based upon the pension formula of 2% @ 55 with the highest
one (1) year compensation. The District will pay the full costs of membership for “classic
members” (hired prior to April 1, 2015) in CalPERS.

Any “classic members” hired after April 1, 2015, will pay all of the required employee
contribution subject to change based on the annual actuarial valuation performed by
CalPERS for the “classic member” plan. Should termination of employment occur, the
employee will be entitled to continue or transfer membership according to CalPERS
regulations.

The Public Employees' Pension Reform Act of 2013 (PEPRA) went into effect on January 1,
2013, and affects “new members” of CalPERS. PEPRA mandates the equal sharing of
normal costs between public employers and “new members.” The law specifically requires
that “new members” pay at least fifty (50) percent of the normal cost rate (subject to change
based on annual actuarial evaluation from CalPERS) for their defined benefit plans, and that
employers not pay any of the required employee contribution. PEPRA requires that the new
pension formula be provided to all new members (2% @ 62 with 3-year final compensation).
A “new member” includes an individual who becomes a member of a public retirement
system for the first time on or after January 1, 2013, and who was not a member of another
public retirement system prior to that date, and who is not subject to reciprocity with another
public retirement system. CalPERS will automatically provide all of the same optional
benefit provisions provided to the latest active benefit group effective on December 31,2012,
to all “new members,” except to the extent an optional benefit is not permitted for new
members. Should termination of employment occur, the employee will be entitled to continue
or transfer membership according to CalPERS regulations.

Deferred Compensation Plan. On November 30, 1982, the District’s Board of Directors
adopted Resolution No. 82-83-14 implementing a Deferred Compensation Retirement Plan
in lieu of Social Security participation. On June 28, 1983, the District’s Board of Directors
adopted Resolution No. 83-84-03 that provided supplemental compensation in lieu of Social
Security contributions. Regular employees may defer any portion of their gross
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4.08

4.09

compensation within the current limits of contributions. Any election to defer compensation
will be authorized by the regular employee upon initial hire and/or at the request of the
employee anytime thereafter.

Safety Shoes. The District will pay the cost of reinforced toe safety shoes (steel-toe or
composite) for maintenance, water supply and operations personnel, and for other personnel
requested to perform tasks, which, in the opinion of the General Manager, would require the
wearing of safety shoes in accordance with the current MOU.

Tuition Reimbursement. The District will provide Tuition Reimbursement In accordance
with the MOU.
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. Medical:

Vision:

Dental:

Life Insurance:

Employee Assistance
Program:

EXHIBIT “A”
As 0f 04/01/20

Anthem Classic Plan (PPO), Anthem Cal Care Plan (HMO) and
Kaiser provided through the Association of California Water
Agencies/Joint Powers Insurance Authority.

Vision Service Plan provided through the Association of
California Water Agencies/Joint Powers Insurance Authority.

Delta Dental of California provided through the Association of
California Water Agencies/Joint Powers Insurance Authority.

Standard Insurance Company provided through the Association
of California Water Agencies/Joint Powers Insurance Authority.

Managed Health Network, Inc. (MHN) provided through the
Association of California Water Agencies/Joint Powers Insurance
Authority.
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Agenda ltem: E-1
Date: 04/02/24

Water Advisory Committee

San Joaguin Farm Bureau Federation
March 26", 2024, 5pm SJFB Office and via Zoom

https // us02web.zoom.us/j/815039024957pwd=SO0hMUTIJOZFIXYWNFEVEp2TkQ2YTRZdz09

Meeting ID: 815 0390 2495 Passcode: 032624

‘A

Meeting Agenda

1. CALL'TO ORDER !
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES ~ February 27", 2024 (Attachment 1)
3. DISTRICT REPORTS:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
J)
k)
1)

East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD)

North San Joaquin Water Conservation District (NSJTWCD)
Central Delta

South Delta

Reclamation Districts

Woodbridge Irrigation District (WID)

Stockton East Water District (SEWD)

Oakdale Irrigation District (OID)

South San Joaquin Irrigation District (SSJID)
Banta-Carbona Irrigation District (BCID)

San Joaquin County & Delta Water Quality Coalition (SJCDWQC)
San Joaquin County (SJC)

m) Delta Caucus

n)

CAFB

4. OLD BUSINESS:

a.
b.

SWEEP Block Grant
SJC Assessor’s Office Meeting

5. NEW BUSINESS:

a.

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS

Next meeting: April 23, 2024
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Agenda Item: E-2
Date: 04/02/24

SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE

The Administration Committee
of the Stockton East Water District
Board of Directors will meet at

10:00 a.m., Thursday, March 28, 2024
at the District Office, 6767 East Main Street, Stockton, CA

Assistance for the Disabled: If you are disabled in any way and need accommodation to participate in the
meeting, please call Administrative Staff at (209) 948-0333 for assistance so the necessary
arrangements can be made.

AGENDA

Roll Call - Chairperson Sanguinetti, Director Nakaue, Page No.
Director Watkins, Director Panizza (Alternate)

Public Comment

Water Supply Contract Terms 01
Review and Consideration of Draft Legislative Position 05
Policy Memo
a. Stockton East Water District Policy Manual — 07
Draft Legislative Position Policy No. 5005
Stockton East Water District Employee Handbook 13
Adjournment

Certification of Posting

I hereby certify that on March 25, 2024, I posted a copy of the foregoing agenda in
the outside display case at the District Office, 6767 East Main Street, Stockton,
California, said time being at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting of the
Stockton East Water District Administration Committee Meeting (Government
Code Section 54954.2). Executed at Stockton, California on March 25, 2024.

Priya Ram, Finance Director
Stockton East Water District
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Agenda Item: F-1
Date: 04/02/24

Weekly Water Report As of: As of:
Mar 26, 2024 Apr 2, 2024
New Hogan (NHG) TOC 214,375 AF
Storage: 219,162 AF
Net Storage Change: +3,664 AF
Inflow: 593 CFS
Release: 26 CFS
New Melones (NML) Allocation 75,000 AF
Storage: 2,002,562 AF
Net Storage change: -554 AF
Inflow: 2,311 CFS
Release: 2,248 CFS
Source: CDEC Daily Reports
Goodwin Diversion (GDW)
Inflow (Tulloch Dam): 2,561 CFS
Release to Stanislaus River (S-98): 1,504 CFS
Release to OID (JT Main): 425 CFS
Release to SSJID (SO Main): 78 CFS
Release to SEWD: 66 CFS
Total Release 2,073 CFS
Source: Tri-Dam Operations Daily Report
Farmington Dam (FRM)
Diverted to SEWD: 60 CFS
Diverted to CSJWCD: 0 CFS
Surface Water Used
Irrigators on New Hogan: 0
Irrigators on New Melones: 0
Out-Of-District Irrigators: 0
DJWWTP Production: 30 MGD
North Stockton: 5 MGD
South Stockton: 5 MGD
Cal Water: 17 MGD
City of Stockton DWSP Production: 9 MGD
District Ground Water Extraction
74-01 0 GPM
74-02 0 GPM
North 0 GPM
South 0 GPM
Extraction Well # 1 0 GPM
Total Well Water Extraction 0 GPM
Total Ground Water Production 0 MGD

Note: **The data reported here is available as of 03/24/24
*The data reported here is available as of 03/25/24
All other flow data reported here is preliminary, as of 9:00 a.m. on 03/26/24 81
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Agenda ltem: F-2a
Date: 04/02/24

With Snowpack At Normal, What’s The Hold Up
With AG Water Allocation?

Yourcentralvalley.com, 03/27/24

The frustration for farmers continues to grow after recent news of recent water allocation
numbers.

The Bureau of Reclamation has announced a 35 percent federal allocation for Central
Valley Project recipients, as the California Department of Water Resources has allocated
30 percent of State Water Project requests.

While it is an improvement to February’s number of 15 percent allocation for both state
and federal recipients, farmers argue that with the current water year allocations should
be far greater.

“A 35 percent water supply isn’t enough for all of our crops,” said Joe Del Bosque of Del
Bosque Farms.

Del Bosque, who we met at his farmstand just off Interstate 5 in Western Fresno County,
says he and other farmers were extremely disappointed with the recent numbers. He tells
me with the current snowpack, and recent, and potentially incoming storms, the allocation
should have been higher.

“Getting precipitation and so forth and the reservoirs being above average, we were
hoping to get about 45 percent to 50 percent. Maybe that was not realistic but that’s kind
of what we needed,” he said.

Del Bosque’s farm grows a variety of crops. Those include his almonds and well-known
melon program with cantaloupes, honeydews, and watermelons. However, he says if the
allocation figures don’t climb it will hurt more than farmers.

“We’re going to have to cut back our acres and we’re going to have to leave some acreage
fallow. That means we’re going to leave some land unplanted,” said Del Bosque, whose
operation has been in business since 1985. “That hurts us as a farmer, it hurts our
employees, it hurts the communities.”

One potential reason for the allocation shortfall, according to the California Department
of Water Resources, is the potential impacts that could be felt on threatened and
endangered fish in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

The Delta works to move water from Northern California to the southern part of the state.
Much of that water moves through the San Joaquin Valley. With endangered and
threatened species found near a State Water Project pumping facility in the south Delta,
the pumps that work to move that water south have been significantly slowed.

Del Bosque told me he had heard that the impact could be seen for months to come.

As aresult, he wants the state and federal government to reassess their current protocols.
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“We have to look at those metrics and see if there’s some way that we can find a little
flexibility in the system to see if we can still protect the fish but get a little more water
through,” he said.
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Agenda ltem: F-2b
Date: 04/02/24

Court Green Lights State’s Flows Plan, Rejects
All Claims

AgAlert, 03/27/24

A state plan that requires affected water users to leave unimpaired flows of 30% to 50% in
each of three San Joaquin River tributaries—the Stanislaus, Tuolumne and Merced rivers—
can move forward, according to a Sacramento County Superior Court ruling.

More than a dozen lawsuits, including a case filed by the California Farm Bureau in early
2019, challenged different aspects of the state’s first phase of the water quality control plan
update for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento—San Joaquin Delta, known as the Bay-Delta
plan.

Districts, farmers and residents of the affected region protested the plan, saying it would do
little to restore salmon and other fish populations, while cutting water supplies to the northern
San Joaquin Valley.

Chris Scheuring, senior counsel for the California Farm Bureau, called the March 15 ruling
by Sacramento County Superior Court Judge Stephen Acquisto “discouraging.” He noted
that not one of the 116 claims by petitioners was granted in the case.

The Farm Bureau challenged the adoption of the plan and claimed the state’s environmental
review document underestimated the harm the plan would cause to Central Valley
agriculture.

“We thought the state greatly underestimated the impacts of the plan and didn’t consider an
appropriate range of alternatives and mitigation measures or standard things that the
California Environmental Quality Act is supposed to do as a constraint on government to
make sure that we’re not just throwing everybody under the bus to get this water quality
overlay into place,” Scheuring said.

“The ruling begs the question: What is the tipping point in terms of regulation that will start to
meaningfully impinge upon our ability to live and prosper on this landscape, whether it's
where we grow our food supply or the cities we live in?” he added.

According to the court ruling, some water districts claimed that the California State Water
Resources Control Board, which adopted the flow objectives in December 2018, failed to do
sufficient analysis to show whether increased flows would provide reasonable protection for
fish and wildlife.

Westlands Water District argued that “the board focused on securing a block of water as an
end in itself, and deferred to later figuring out how much water was needed and how to use
it,” according to the ruling.

In addition, Merced Irrigation District maintained that nonflow measures such as predation
control would provide protection but were not adequately considered.
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In denying petitioners’ claims, Judge Acquisto concluded: “It is possible that not all claims
have been addressed to the satisfaction of all parties. The court, however, has carefully
considered all pending claims, and if any claims were not specifically addressed in this order,
the court did not find them persuasive.”

Scheuring said Farm Bureau, irrigation districts or others may appeal the ruling.

“With more than a dozen lawsuits and a number of important issues left unresolved,” he said,
“I think the chances are high.”

One issue that needs to be reconciled, Scheuring said, is the plan puts California’s water
quality law in direct conflict with water rights law.

“If 40% of the flow in the San Joaquin River tributaries cannot be diverted, affected irrigators
might not be able to exercise their water rights,” he said.

Stanislaus County farmer Jake Wenger, whose family farms in the Modesto Irrigation District,
where he formerly served on the board of directors, said the court has set aside addressing
water rights.

“The challenge—and what makes this decision so frustrating—is the court doesn’t even
acknowledge longstanding water rights and says, ‘we’ll deal with that later,” even though we
know that the state wants to change water rights law,” said Wenger, general manager of
Salida Hulling Association, a grower-owned cooperative.

“We will push on, but for all the good-faith efforts by so many agricultural groups and irrigation
districts (to develop voluntary agreements), to get a ruling like this is really just a slap in the
face,” he added.

The San Joaquin Tributaries Authority, whose member agencies include MID, Turlock
Irrigation District, South San Joaquin Irrigation District and the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission, said it is examining the court decision and discussing next steps.

Emphasizing the importance of ensuring the delivery of water and protecting the
environment, the authority said it plans to continue to work with the state on voluntary
agreements.

“More can be done, and we are prepared to tackle that challenge but not at the wholesale
risk of critical water supply for our health, homes, farms and economy,” the tributaries
authority said.

MID public affairs director Melissa Williams took issue with the Bay-Delta plan’s singular
focus on unimpaired flows.

She said the plan, if implemented, “will have devastating, long-term impacts on our region,
depriving it of the water necessary to support locally grown food at affordable prices, high-
quality drinking water and creating permanent economic impacts and additional burdens on
our disadvantaged communities.”

MID and TID, which jointly operate Don Pedro Reservoir on the Tuolumne River, signed an
agreement in 2022 to work with the state to advance the Tuolumne River Voluntary
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Agreement. In December, the districts announced plans to design and implement a habitat
restoration plan to improve conditions for salmon and other aquatic species.

Sacramento Valley water users are also working on voluntary agreements for the second
phase of the Bay-Delta plan that may require between 45% to 65% of unimpaired flows for
the Sacramento River tributaries.

The state’s plan to limit the diversion of surface water flows in the tributaries comes as
farmers work to comply with a regulatory framework to achieve groundwater sustainability
under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, or SGMA.

“You're burning the candle at both ends,” Scheuring said, referring to the state clamping down
on farmers’ use of groundwater and surface water supplies.

To provide flexibility to meet long-term water challenges, he suggested the state consider
voluntary agreements and construct new water-supply projects, such as the proposed Sites
Reservoir.

“There are more than 40 million people in the state of California, so there needs to be a
greater amount of measure and balance for all of us to move forward,” Scheuring said. “This
is about what you see in the produce section of the grocery store. This will lead to some
difficult decisions about our food supply and where it comes from.”
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New Report Highlights Advantages of
the Agreements to Support Healthy
Rivers and Landscapes Over 55%
Unimpaired Flow Scenario

MBK Engineers conducted a technical review of California’s Draft Staff
Report/Substitute Environmental Document, focusing on potential
updates to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco
Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary. The report addresses

key issues related to water management and highlights crucial
considerations for government officials.

BENEFITS AND IMPACTS OF VOLUNTARY AGREEMENTS VS 55% UIF SCENARIO

Voluntary Agreements 55% Unimpaired

Alternative Flow Scenario
Tributary Salmonid Habitat Benefits Neutral
Terrestrial Habitat Neutral
River Temperatures Neutral
Reservoir Storage Neutral
Water Supply Neutral*

*The VA Alternative has impacts to water suply to provide the flow assets, but the impacts are manageable as

compared to impacts under the 55% UIF scenario.

Percent Change

200%
150%
100%

50%

0%

BETTER HABITAT FOR
SALMONOID SPAWNING

The HRL Alternative offers
environmental benefits like improved
habitat for salmonoid spawning and
rearing on the American, Feather,
Sacramento, and Yuba Rivers

AMERICAN FEATHER  SACRAMENTO SQSFT.’;“QEQJS: YUBA compared to the 55% Unimpaired
Flow (UIF) scenario. Notably,
VA 55% UIF spawning habitat more than doubles
REARING REARING on the American River and triples on
VA 55% UIF the Sacramento River compared to
SPAWNING SPAWNING

the UIF scenario.
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https://resources.ca.gov/Initiatives/Voluntary-Agreements-Page

Separate modeling conducted by the Department of Water Resources paints a compelling picture: under the
HRL Alternative, Delta outflow significantly surpasses projections outlined in the Draft Staff Report. Moreover,
the MBK Engineers’ summary of CalSim 3.0 modeling underscores a critical oversight: the Draft Staff Report
significantly underestimates the HRL Alternative’s benefits based on Delta outflow, leading to a skewed
representation of its potential effects.

REPORT IDENTIFIES CHALLENGES WITH UIF REQUIREMENTS:

The report details profound challenges associated with UIF requirements, highlighting their potential to
disrupt water infrastructure functionality and supply management principles statewide. The imposition of

UIF requirements not only compromises existing infrastructure, including the Central Valley Project and

State Water Project but also threatens the fundamental tenets of water supply management in California.
Implementing UIF requirements of 45 to 65% could lead to significant adverse impacts, particularly concerning
water infrastructure functionality and water supply management principles in California.

California’s water infrastructure was designed to manage the state's seasonal fluctuations, such as
wet winters and dry summers, and variable precipitation patterns. The unimpaired flow concept
restricts reservoir functionality, hindering reservoir's ability to shift water availability over time,
directly contradicting California’s water supply management principles.

On the American River, 55% UIF requirements exceed existing April and May flows by about 50
TAF/month, surpassing the total demands of approximately 25 TAF/month. This discrepancy
necessitates reductions in Folsom storage diversions, adversely affecting drinking water supply,
recreation, habitat, temperature management, and hydropower capabilities.

Climate change exacerbates strain on water supply systems. Earlier peak runoff shifts increase
reservoir inflow during flood management operations, complicating reservoir filling during
wet years. This, combined with UIF requirements, leads to water shortages and management
challenges in most years.

A CALL FOR HOLISTIC WATER POLICY

Effective water resource management in California demands a comprehensive
approach—one that considers the complex interplay between regulatory
requirements, infrastructure capabilities, and environmental imperatives.
Addressing the gaps highlighted in the technical review is essential for
developing sustainable water policies that meet the diverse needs of
California’s communities and ecosystems.

Source: “Technical Review of the Draft Staff Report/Substitute Environmental Document in Support of Potential Updates to the Water Quality
Control Plan and Associated Modeling,” MBK Engineers, Jan. 18, 2024
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Agenda ltem: F-2d
Date: 04/02/24
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You will hear from California legislators regarding groundwater concerns on the horizon in
the new California Legislative Session, and have the opportunity to network with your
peers in the California groundwater space.

More of 2024 Agenda Coming Soon!

AGENDA
9:00-9:10 - GRA President's Welcome

9:30-10:30 - Panel 1: Discussion Topic: 10 years into SGMA and remaining issues (Well
Permitting, Metering, Misc. Groundwater)

10:45-11:45 - Panel 2: Discussion Topic: Proposition 218

1:00-2:00 - Panel 3: Discussion Topic: Water Storage and Groundwater Recharge
2:15-3:15 - Panel 4: Discussion Topic: PFAS and Emerging Contaminants
3:30-4:00 - Closing & Thanks

4:00-5:30 - Reception

To View Last Year's Agenda Click here
(https://issuu.com/smalaunch/docs/law_and_legislation_program_5.30.23?
fr=sNzQxMTYxMDU2NDI)

REGISTRATION RATES:
Category Rates
Non- Member $445
Member $335
Student $90
Government/Academic/NGO $260
Speaker $215

CANCELLATION POLICY:
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Tuesday

March 26th
6pm

Linden-Peters Fire Department

Classroom
Contact Us Linden-Peters Fire Dept.
209-468-3234 17725 E. Highway 26

Linden, CA 95236
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Agenda ltem: H-1
Date: 04/02/24

2024 STATE OF THE CITY
April 18, 2024
Port of Stockton, Shed 20
10:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Only prepaid reservations will be admitted.

*  You can register online (with credit card) or through the mail.
* To register online follow this link:
» To register through the mail, complete this form and mail with payment to

Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce
445 W. Weber Avenue, Suite 220, Stockton, CA 95203 Ofhd0

$50 per person

Individual Tickets $50 x # of Ticket = $

Sponsorships Available af

Name(s):

Organization:

Address: City: ST: Zip:
Email: Phone:

[1Check Enclosed (Make checks payable to the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce)
JCredit Card (Visa, MasterCard, or AmEx)

Card #: Exp Date: CVV:
Cardholder Name:

Billing Address: City: ST: Zip:
Signature:

The Chamber is a 501-C6 non-profit business corporation.

445 W. Weber Avenue, Suite 220 » Stockton, CA 95203 « Phone (209) 547-2770 » Fax (209) 466-5271
Website: www.stocktonchamber.org ¢ Email: geri@stocktonchamber.org
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	STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
	RULES AND REGULATIONS
	Section 1.00. General Provisions
	1.03. Non-Discrimination. The District is committed to a policy of equal employment opportunity for applicants and employees. Employment decisions will comply with all applicable laws prohibiting discrimination in employment, including Title VII of th...
	1.04. Policy Against Harassment. The District is committed to providing a work environment that is free of discrimination. In keeping with this commitment, the District maintains a strict policy prohibiting unlawful harassment on the basis of race, co...
	A. Verbal Harassment. For example, derogatory or unwanted nicknames, comments, offensive language or slurs on any of the bases listed above.
	B. Physical Harassment. For example, assault, touching, impeding or blocking movement or any physical interference with normal work or movement when directed at an individual on any of the bases listed above.
	C. Visual Forms of Harassment. For example, derogatory posters, notices, bulletins, memos, cartoons or drawings on any of the bases listed above.
	D. Sexual Harassment. Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and any other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature that is conditioned upon an employment benefit, unreasonably interferes with an individual's work performance, or ...

	1.05. Immigration Law Compliance. The District is committed to full compliance with the Federal Immigration laws.  These laws require that all individuals pass an employment verification procedure before they are permitted to work. This procedure has ...
	1.08. Dissemination of the Employee Handbook. Copies of this Employee Handbook will be provided to all employees.  Copies will be on file in the Administration Department and in each Department Manager's office.  Where additional Departmental rules an...
	1.10. Delegation of Powers by the General Manager. The General Manager, in their discretion, may delegate any of their authority set forth in these rules and procedures as they may deem appropriate and necessary.
	A. Employee. A person legally employed to perform the work of a position.
	B. Position. Any office of employment, whether occupied or vacant, representing a group of duties and responsibilities assigned to one person.
	C. Anniversary Date. Anniversary Date means the date an employee is first employed in an appointed position with the District.
	D. Appointment Date. Appointment Date means the date an employee receives a promotion or merit increase and the annual evaluation appraisal reoccurrence thereof.
	E. Class(es) of Positions. A group of positions having duties and responsibilities sufficiently similar that the same title, examples of duties, requirements, and salary range may be applied.
	F. Class Specification. The official description of a class of positions, specifying the title, duties, responsibilities and qualification requirements of the positions included in the class.
	G. Job Description. A description of the general duties of a particular position.

	1.15. Pay Plan.
	B. Salary Range. Advancement within the five (5) steps of the salary range will be interpreted and applied as follows:
	C. Effective Date of Appointment. Appointment to steps two, three, four and five will be considered and, when recommended, granted upon the employee's appointment date, upon approval of the General Manager.
	D. Special Merit Appointment. The General Manager, in their sole discretion, may authorize appointment of an employee to any of the last four steps earlier than the employee would normally be eligible by virtue or length of service. Such action is res...
	E. Computation of Compensation Rates. The biweekly rate of compensation will be determined by multiplying the monthly rate by 12 and dividing the product by 26.  Multiplying the monthly rate by 12 and dividing the product by 2080 will determine the ho...
	F. Pay Day. District employees will be paid every other Friday for an eighty (80) hour, biweekly pay period. If the payday falls on a holiday, salaries are paid on the preceding business day which is not a holiday, when feasible. Deductions on the sal...
	G. Personnel Working Above Classification. Assignment of personnel to work above classification is subject to approval by the General Manager. Personnel working above classification shall be compensated in accordance with the following:
	H. Special Compensation for Performing District Diving Duties. Additional compensation will be paid over the Diver’s regular pay for performing District diving duties in accordance with the current Memorandum of Understanding Between Stockton East Wat...
	I. Class A and B Driver’s License. Employees driving District vehicles within the ordinary course of their employment with the District, and in possession of a valid California Department of Motor Vehicle Class A or B Driver’s License, will receive a ...
	J. Cost-of-Living Salary Adjustment. Regular Employees will receive a Cost-of-Living salary adjustment in accordance with the current MOU.

	1.17. Driving Record. The following policy will be applicable to each District employee.
	1.19. Electronic Communications Policy. The District uses various forms of electronic communication systems including, but not limited to computers, email, facsimile machines, text messages, internet, etc. (“Electronic Communication Systems”). The Dis...

	Section 2.00. Personnel Procedure.
	Section 3.00. Employment Practices.
	Section 4.00. Employee Benefits.
	For purposes of calculating the 12-month period during which 12 weeks of FMLA and/or CFRA leave may be taken, the District uses a rolling 12-month period measured backward from the date an employee uses any family medical leave. Under most circumstanc...
	Leave because of a disability for pregnancy, childbirth or related medical condition is not counted as time used under California law (CFRA). However, time off because of pregnancy disability, childbirth or related medical condition may count as famil...
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