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SEWD Completes New Disinfection Facility

ACWA eNews, 09/08/23

Stockton East Water District (SEWD) has completed construction of a new sodium
hypochlorite disinfection facility (Facility) at the Dr. Joe Waidhofer Water Treatment Plant.
The Facility allows SEWD to disinfect treated drinking water with high strength bleach, a
safer alternative to the gaseous chlorine used for more than 45 years. To commemorate
this momentous achievement, SEWD and the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce
held a ribbon cutting event on September 5.

The effort of the SEWD Board of Directors, staff, consultants, and contractors to bring this
project to fruition represents the product of vision, ability, and diligence. The Facility
concept, design, and construction evolved from a disinfection alternatives analysis. “We
needed to identify a suitable replacement to the 1977 gaseous chlorine system, which
although effective, has supply challenges, is inherently dangerous, and is increasingly
regulated. We are part of the community, so we need to make sure our operation is safe
for the employees, customers, and environment. The upgrade is another example of the
Board and General Manager’s goal and vision to provide good service and produce
reliable, quality drinking water to our urban customers,” states the SEWD Board of
Directors. Initial investigation of the project began in September 2020 and construction of
the $6.6M project commenced on April 4, 2022. Once online, the Facility will provide all
the disinfection required for the water treatment plant’s 65 million-gallons-per-day (MGD)
rated capacity.

SEWD was formed in 1948 to secure supplemental surface water supplies and assure
the proper management of the groundwater basin. To work towards accomplishing our
mission, SEWD constructed the Dr. Joe Waidhofer Water Treatment Plant in 1976 and
made the first delivery of treated drinking water to the City of Stockton in 1977. To date,
SEWD has produced over one and a half million acre-feet of water for urban use; enough
to cover the City of Stockton’s 65 square mile area over 37-feet deep in water. For more
information about SEWD, please visit the District website at www.sewd.net.



THIS PAGE
INTENTIONALLY
LEFT BLANK



Agenda ltem: F2a-2
Date: 09/19/23

Interior Launches New Water Recycling
Program With $180 Million

ACWA eNews, 09/12/23

The Department of the Interior on Sept. 7 announced the launch of a new large-scale
water recycling program and made $180 million in initial funding from President Biden’s
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law available for projects aimed at creating new water supplies
that are less vulnerable to drought and climate change, according to a Department of
Interior and Bureau of Reclamation news release.

In order to allow more flexibility in application, this opportunity has multiple application
deadlines in 2023 and 2024. Projects that secure and stretch reliable water supplies for
drought-stricken states and communities, provide water quality improvements, reduce
impacts on projects owned by federal or state agencies, or provide benefits to
disadvantaged, underserved and Tribal communities will be prioritized. More information
is available at www.grants.gov by searching “R23AS00433.”

The funding opportunity—part of the Bureau of Reclamation’s WaterSMART program—is
aimed at water management agencies considering or planning larger water reuse projects
as part of strategies to address projected water supply shortages. The initial investment
of $180 million announced Sept. 7 is part of a total $450 million for this new program.

To date, the Bureau of Reclamation has invested $310 million from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law for projects that advance water recycling and reuse. The new program
will incentivize projects at a larger scale, with no cap on project size, and will play an
important role in helping communities develop local, drought-resistant water supplies by
turning unusable water sources into clean, reliable ones.
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