
Weekly Water Report   As of: 
   July 21, 2026 

 As of: 
 July 28, 2026 

New Hogan (NHG) TOC   317,100  317,100*   AF 
Storage:    186,058   182,698*   AF 
Net Storage Change: 3,161 -3,360   AF 
Inflow: 37  30*  CFS 
Release: 214  222*  CFS 

New Melones (NML) Allocation 75,000   75,000*     AF 
Storage: 1,642,507   1,625,764*   AF 
Net Storage change:   16,855 -16,743   AF 
Inflow: 740  709*   CFS 
Release: 1,966  2,078**    CFS 

Source: CDEC Daily Reports 

Goodwin Diversion (GDW) 
Inflow (Tulloch Dam): 2,160     2,231    CFS 
  

Release to Stanislaus River (S-98): 252  255    CFS 
Release to OID (JT Main): 1,010  957     CFS 
Release to SSJID (SO Main):    424  448      CFS 
Release to SEWD & CSJWCD:     326   __290   CFS 
Total Release 2,012  1,950    CFS 

Source: Tri-Dam Operations Daily Report 
Farmington Dam (FRM) 

Diverted to SEWD: 120   115      CFS 
Diverted to CSJWCD: 200   165     CFS 

Surface Water Used 
Irrigators on New Hogan: 31  44  
Irrigators on New Melones: 4    4  
Out-Of-District Irrigators: 2  2  
DJWWTP Production: 54  56      MGD 

North Stockton: 11  12    MGD 
South Stockton: 6  8      MGD 
Cal Water: 26     24     MGD 

City of Stockton DWSP Production: 18  20   MGD 

District Ground Water Extraction 
74-01 0  0     GPM 
74-02 0   0     GPM 
North 0  0   GPM 
South 0  0     GPM 
Extraction Well # 1 0  0     GPM 
Extraction Well # 2 0  0   GPM 
Total Well Water Extraction 0   0     GPM 
Total Ground Water Production 0  0     MGD 

   Note: 
**The data reported here is available as of 07/26/26 
*The data reported here is available as of 07/27/26

All other flow data reported here is preliminary, as of 9:00 a.m. on 07/28/26
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From: Mary Elizabeth
To: Bianca Rodriguez; Justin Hopkins
Cc: Mother Lode Chapter, Delta-Sierra Group ExCom; Morgen Snyder
Subject: SEWD Board Comments 7.28.2026
Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 10:43:42 AM
Attachments: image001.png

onboarding_resource.docx
7.21.2026_SEWD_ME.pdf

Greeting Division Appointees of the Stockton East Water District,
I am unable to attend today’s meetings but please accept these public comments for the record.

1. Onboarding – has this been discussed as an outreach beginning?
2. I still cannot find the exact language that the Registrar of Voters should have had access when formulating the 2022 ballot.

Please consider this a formal request for communications between SEWD representatives and the Registrar of Voters between
January 2022 and May 2022.  This is an unresolved question – how did the yellow ballot happen?  The quick turnaround for
fixing a significant error in terms of statement of qualification publication costs, one division went from $200 to $7000 is
concerning.  I wonder if the other division candidates have been provided the same information.

3. The Mormon Slough Restoration Association meeting on Sat 7.25.2026 was well attended and many thoughtful discussions.  At
the conclusion of the grant term for the North Valley Thrives Catalyst grant there will be a report that includes the investigation
results.  Very high level work has been done by the grant partners and an honor to have the Executive Director of the Delta
Conservancy is attendance and paying attention.  Please request that there be made available information to understand the
operation of the diverting canal in Division 5.

Thank you.  Clean Water For ALL!
Peace,
Mary Elizabeth, M.S., R.E.H.S.
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The GSA Onboarding Resources was developed by the Sustainable Groundwater Management Office of the California Department of Water Resources. These resources include an Onboarding Checklist and a Handbook Template composed of two sections.[footnoteRef:1] They are provided as two separate documents. [1:  The Department is providing the onboarding checklist and handbook template as tools to assist GSAs in the onboarding and education of GSA board members and staff regarding the requirements of SGMA. These materials do not constitute official guidance from the Department and are solely intended for internal use by GSAs as a general reference and should not be relied upon to develop or support official, legal interpretations of SGMA. The Department is not responsible for any edits or changes that GSAs may make to the template in the process of personalizing it for their basins.] 


· The first document (this document) contains the GSA Onboarding Checklist and Section I of the GSA Handbook Template. It is provided in Word template format to allow Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to tailor the contents to their needs.   

· The second document contains Section II of the GSA Handbook Template and is provided in PDF format, as no customization is required. 

Both documents are available on the California Department of Water Resources’ groundwater management website (https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/assistance-and-engagement).   
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When the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) was passed in 2014, Governor Brown coined a phrase that represents how groundwater management is intended to take place in California, “groundwater management is best accomplished locally.” Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 

California Water Code Division 6, Part 2.74. On September 16, 2014, Governor Brown signed into law a three-bill legislative package, composed of Assembly Bill 1739 (Dickinson, 2014), Senate Bill 1168 (Pavley, 2014), and Senate Bill 1319 (Pavley, 2014), collectively known as the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). 

SGMA requires the management and use of groundwater in a manner that can be maintained during the planning and implementation horizon without causing undesirable results.  



To achieve this long-term goal, a local agency, or a combination of local agencies, chose to become or form a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) and develop and implement a groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) for the overlying basin.Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)

A local public agency that has water supply, water management, or land use responsibilities within a groundwater basin that provides governance and is responsible for the development and implementation of a groundwater sustainability plan for a basin or in coordination with other local agencies and county government(s) within a basin (see California Water Code Section 10721, subdivisions [j] & [n]).  

Basin or Subbasin

A groundwater basin or subbasin identified and defined in Bulletin 118 (California Water Code Section 10721[b]). A basin generally refers to an aquifer or stacked series of aquifers with reasonably well-defined boundaries in a lateral direction and a definable bottom. A subbasin generally means any subdivision of a basin based on geologic and hydrologic barriers or institutional boundaries.



GSAs are governed by board members and staff who work to implement SGMA in their respective basins or subbasins. GSA Board members and staff start their positions with varying levels of knowledge about their GSA, Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) implementation, the technical aspects of groundwater management, and legal requirements under SGMA. To support GSAs as they introduce new board members and staff into their GSA roles, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) has developed two educational resources: an Onboarding Checklist and a Handbook Template that can be tailored to a basin's groundwater sustainability program.

The GSA Onboarding Checklist outlines SGMA-related information that GSA board members and staff should be aware of to manage their GSA and implement their GSP.  This checklist is structured to assist GSAs when gathering pertinent information to assist in the preparation or revision of materials to support onboarding and transitions of both board members and staff. This checklist can be thought of as a progression of onboarding topics that can be discussed during the training and onboarding of a new staff or board member. Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)

A plan developed and adopted by a groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) or GSAs to sustainably manage the groundwater resources in a basin or portion of a basin (see California Water Code Section 10721, subdivisions [k], [u], and [v]).



The GSA Handbook Template is designed to be customized with GSA and GSP-specific information, serving as a guidebook for GSA board members and staff. It provides space for GSAs to chronicle essential information about basin wide governance, the relevant GSP (some GSAs may be implementing multiple GSPs), and SGMA in greater detail to support knowledge transfer to new GSA representatives or board members. The handbook template is separated into two main sections:

Section I focuses on GSA and GSP-specific information, including:

· the administrative structure and operations of the GSA; and

· technical details related to the implementation of the basin’s GSP.

Section II outlines the application of SGMA, such as: 

· regulatory information, including the roles and responsibilities of the GSA and applicable State agencies; and available technical and planning assistance. 

DWR encourages GSAs to review and enhance their onboarding processes using these resources as adaptable, living documents. 
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[bookmark: _Toc228783134]GSA Onboarding Checklist

The GSA Onboarding Checklist is intended to be used with the GSA Handbook Template to support a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) with educating its board members and staff. It provides an inventory of key GSA governance and policy documents that GSA leadership and staff can familiarize themselves with to address roles and responsibilities identified by the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The checklist also supports ongoing SGMA compliance at the local level by helping GSA staff track the development and maintenance of essential documents for Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) implementation. 

The checklist, as well as the handbook, are meant to be used as templates that GSAs may modify for document tracking and on-boarding for new employees. The Document Status column in the checklist includes a drop-down menu that clearly indicates whether a document is finalized, is in development, or requires additional action.  The New Staff Review Status column allows GSAs to assign and track the completion of training materials for new staff members. The Other Notes column can be used by staff to provide additional context such as outstanding actions, expected timelines, recommendations for improvement, or other helpful notes. 
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		Document Name

		Document Status

		New Staff Review Status

		Other Notes



		List of Key GSA Contacts

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

		



		Board Member Roster

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

		



		Organizational Chart

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

		



		Meeting Schedules for Board and Advisory Meetings

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

		















		List of Working and Advisory Groups if applicable

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

		











		Interested Parties List

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________
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		Document Name

		Document Status

		New Staff Review Status

		Other Notes



		JPA, MOA and Other Formal Agreements if applicable

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

		



		GSA By-Laws

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

		



		GSA Governance Policies and Procedures

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

☐ N/A
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		Document Name

		Document Status

		New Staff Review Status

		Other Notes



		GSA Financial Documents (Reports, Policies, etc.) if applicable 

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: _______

☐ N/A 

		



		GSA Budget and Applicable Protocols or Procedures

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

☐ N/A 

		



		GSA Fee Documentation (Fee Study, Public Notice, Board Resolution, Etc.)

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

☐ N/A
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		Document Name

		Document Status

		New Staff Review Status

		Other Notes



		Groundwater Sustainability Plan (new, revised, amended)*

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐Review by: ________

☐ N/A

		 



		GSP Coordination Agreement if applicable*

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

☐ N/A

		



		Annual Reports (Water Year [XX])

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review [Insert Topics] by: ________

☐ N/A 

		



		Periodic Evaluation*

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review [Insert Topics] by: ________

☐ N/A 

		



		Status of Project and Management Actions

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed Internal documentation

☐ Review Internal doc by [time]

☐ Reviewed SGMA Portal PMA Module

☐ Review SGMA Portal PMA Module by [time]

☐ N/A

		



		Communication and Engagement Plan

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

☐ N/A

		



		DWR Determination Letters (GSP, Annual Report, Periodic Evaluation, GSP Amendment)

		Choose an item.

		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

☐ N/A 

		



		DWR SGMA Portal Resources (user’s guides)

		

Choose an item.



		☐ Reviewed

☐ Review by: ________

☐ N/A 

		





* Duplicate this row to document each historical submittal of the file to DWR.
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GSA Handbook Template

[bookmark: _Toc228783139]Section I: GSA/GSP Information

This section introduces the GSA to the basin (or subbasin) it is responsible for managing and the GSP it is responsible for implementing. It provides easy access to essential background information and identifies additional resources that may be useful. GSAs may customize the handbook with GSA/GSP-specific information by populating marked areas or attaching supplemental files.
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GSA Governance and Decision-Making Structure 

		

[Insert Organizational Chart]



		









Key Contacts and Board Member Roster

		GSA Point of Contact (General Manager)*



		Name

		Entity

		Address

		Phone

		Email



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		GSA Board Member



		Entity

		Title

		Name

		Phone

		Email



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		GSA Staff



		Entity

		Title

		Name

		Phone

		Email



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		



		Affiliated Party



		Entity

		Title

		Name

		Phone

		Email



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		





*Check GSA Point of Contact Information on DWR’s SGMA Portal (https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/gsa/all) to ensure accuracy and currentness - update if necessary. Note that updates of this nature require an account on the SGMA Portal, so new staff or board members should consider registering for an account.

Meeting Schedule

Board Meetings

GSA board meetings are held [in-person/virtually/hybrid] every [add frequency] at the [time and location]. Upcoming meetings are listed below [or insert link to meeting calendar].

		Date

		Time

		Location



		

		

		



		

		

		







Advisory Committee Meetings

GSA Advisory Committee meetings are held [in-person/virtually/hybrid] every [add frequency] at the [time and location]. Upcoming meetings are listed below [or insert link to meeting calendar].

		Date

		Time

		Location



		

		

		



		

		

		







Community Meetings

Community meetings are advertised on the GSA website and [on local radio shows, posters at the (city name) town hall, posters at (community name) community center or (fill in as appropriate) gathering location]. Upcoming community meetings are listed below [or insert link to meeting calendar].

		Date

		Time

		Location
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Any local agency or combination of local agencies overlying a groundwater basin may decide to become a GSA for that basin; however, only high- and medium-priority basins outside of pre-SGMA adjudicated areas and without an approved Alternative GSP are required to do so.[footnoteRef:2] Within 30-days of deciding to become a GSA, the local agency, or agencies, are required to inform DWR of the decision and provide the following, as applicable: service area boundaries, the boundaries of the basin or portion of the basin the agency intends to manage, and other agencies managing or proposing to manage groundwater within the basin; a copy of the resolution forming the GSA; a copy of any new bylaws, ordinances, or newly adopted authorities; and a list of interested parties and an explanation of how their interests will be considered in basin management.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Water Code §§ 10720.7(a), 10720.8, 10723(a), 10733.6.]  [3:  Water Code § 10723.8(a).] 


A single local agency can decide to become a GSA, or a combination of local agencies can form a GSA by using a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA), Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), or other legal agreement.[footnoteRef:4] The legal agreement(s) lays out the general framework for governance, decision-making, dispute resolution, financial provisions, membership, and more, as determined by the local agencies involved.  [4:  Water Code § 10723.6.] 


· Insert links to JPA, MOA, and/or other legal agreement established for GSA governance.

· Insert links to GSA Bylaws.

		For More Information



		· UC Berkeley School of Law. 2016. Designing Effective Groundwater Sustainability Agencies. https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/CLEE_GroundwaterGovernance_2016-03-08.pdf





[bookmark: _Toc228783143]GSA Governance Policies and Procedures 

SGMA allows a single local agency or combination of local agencies overlying a groundwater basin to form a GSA.[footnoteRef:5] As local public agencies, GSAs are subject to various laws apart from SGMA that impose obligations on the GSA itself, its Board members, and staff. GSAs should consult with their legal counsel for guidance, interpretation, and final determinations on all matters requiring legal consideration or compliance, including but not limited to interpretation and application of GSA specific governance documents, the Brown Act, conflicts of interest, incompatible offices, Form 700, and any other applicable legal obligations.[footnoteRef:6] The GSA should decide on which of the GSA’s governance policies and procedures to include in the handbook for onboarding new board members and staff.  [5:  Water Code § 10723(a). SGMA defines “local agency” to mean a “local public agency that has water supply, water management, or land use responsibilities within a groundwater basin. (Water Code § 10721(n)). ]  [6:  SGMA does not delegate to DWR and DWR will not provide guidance to or assess a GSA’s compliance with these laws.] 


· Insert information and links to the GSA’s Governance Policies and Procedures.

The following topics and introductory information are provided for reference only and may be modified by the GSA.   

Brown Act

The Brown Act (Government Code § 54950 et seq.) was first adopted in California in 1953 with the intent to promote transparency and trustworthiness of local governments, by requiring that decision-making actions be conducted in an open and public manner. Under the Brown Act, local “legislative bodies,” such as a GSA board or boards of local agencies that have formed or are acting as a GSA, should comply with proper agenda and notice requirements for meetings and should guarantee the right for the public to comment on agendized items. 

		For More Information



		· League of California Cities. 2024. Open and Public VI: A guide to the Ralph M. Brown Act. https://www.calcities.org/resource/open-public-v-a-guide-to-the-ralph-m.-brown-act





Conflict of Interest Code

California’s Political Reform Act, as administered and enforced by the Fair Political Practices Commission, requires all State and local government agencies to adopt a conflict of interest code (Government Code Section 87300 et seq.). The code must identify the positions within the agency that make or influence governmental decisions and specify disclosure of financial interests. The law requires the designated positions, as identified in a conflict of interest code, to report financial interests on a form called Statement of Economic Interests (also known as a Form 700; see below). 

		For More Information



		· Conflict of Interest Code Rules https://fppc.ca.gov/learn/rules-on-conflict-of-interest-codes.html





Form 700

In California, statements of economic interests - Form 700 is required for elected officials and public employees who make or influence governmental decisions. The forms serve to enhance transparency and accountability by making publicly available the personal financial interests of government workers, to prevent conflicts of interest and ensure the best interest of the public.  Members of the board of directors and executives of a GSA (i.e., the executive director, general manager, or other equivalent positions) are required to file Form 700 online (California Government Code § 87200.5). Additionally, each GSA is required to publish on its website or its local agency’s website the membership of its board of directors, as well as a link to Fair Political Practices Commission’s (FPPC) website where their Form 700 can be viewed.[footnoteRef:7] Training information on Form 700 filing is also available on the FPPC website.       [7:  Water Code § 10724.2.] 


		For More Information



		· California Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC). 2024. Statements of Economic Interests – Form 700. https://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html
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As local public agencies, GSAs should comply with State laws promoting accountability and transparency. Additionally, there are other financial requirements and policies that GSA board members should be familiar with, including their respective GSA’s budget and any fee structures that may be associated with the GSA. GSA board members should also be familiar with the statutory provisions of SGMA that provide them with new powers and authorities to implement their basin’s GSP, including: Chapter 5 – Powers and Authorities (Water Code §§ 10725-10726); Chapter 8 – Financial Authority (Water Code §§ 10730-10731); and Chapter 9 – GSA Enforcement Powers (Water Code § 10732).

The GSA should decide on which of the GSA’s financial documents to include in the handbook for onboarding new board members and staff. 

· Insert information and links to the GSA’s Financial Documents.

The introductory information below on financial reports and policies is provided for reference only and may be modified by the GSA.   

Financial Reports

Per California Government Code §§ 53890-53897, local agencies are required to submit an annual Special District Financial Transactions Report (FTR) to the State Controller’s Office. These reports must be supported by data from independently audited financial reports and must be submitted within seven months of the end of each fiscal year. In addition to complying with State regulations, GSA board members should be familiar with the financial status of their GSA to ensure transparent and accurate accounting. 

		For More Information



		· State Controller's Office. Special District Financial Transactions Report. https://www.sco.ca.gov/ard_locinstr_districts_forms.html





Financial Policies

All GSA board members should be well-informed on the GSA financial policies and procedures in place, such as procurement, debt, reimbursement, etc. Financial policy documents help to guide financial decision-making for the implementation of the GSP. 

Cost of GSP Implementation 

The GSP Regulations (354.6(e)) require GSAs to estimate the cost of implementing a GSP and describe how they plan to meet those costs.  Financial and budget information may be necessary and useful in preparing SGMA-required documentation regarding program implementation in GSPs, Annual Reports, Periodic Evaluations and GSP Amendments. The GSA budget for the most recent fiscal year is included below.  

· Insert links to the GSA’s budget and any applicable financial/budgetary protocols or procedures.

Status of GSA Fees

SGMA provided GSAs with the authority to impose fees, including, but not limited to, permit fees and fees on groundwater extraction, to fund the costs of a groundwater sustainability program (see e.g., Water Code § 10730). After satisfying applicable documentation, public notice, and other procedural requirements, the GSA board may adopt the fee structure through an ordinance or resolution. As of [Year], the GSA [has / is moving to /has not] adopt[ed] a fee structure. Relevant documents for the status of GSA fees are included below. 

· Insert links to relevant documentation (e.g., Fee Study).

· Insert links to public notice meeting materials.

		For More Information



		· DWR Resource Guide. March 2024. Funding SGMA Implementation.  https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/240321_SGMO_FundingGuide_FINAL.pdf





[bookmark: _Toc228783145]After reviewing the GSA’s basic policies, procedures and financials, details related to GSP implementation in the basin should be reviewed. 

GSP Development and Implementation 

SGMA requires local GSAs in the state’s high and medium priority basins to develop and implement Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) or Alternatives to GSPs. Low and very low priority basins are encouraged and authorized to be managed under GSPs but are not required to do so and are not subject to State Water Board intervention under Chapter 11 of SGMA. Understanding a basin’s GSP and its related groundwater sustainability program is essential to implementing the GSP and achieving its sustainability goal. This section offers an overview of the GSP development and implementation for the [Basin Name] Groundwater Basin.

[bookmark: _Toc228783146]GSP Development and Adoption

Procedures and Status 

Before developing a GSP, a GSA is required to notice the public and DWR about how interested parties (see below) may participate in the development and implementation of the GSP.[footnoteRef:8] GSAs may appoint and consult an Advisory Committee and/or Working group (see below) in the GSP process. Additionally, GSAs intending to develop multiple GSPs within a basin must establish a coordination agreement that ensures all plans use consistent data and methodologies.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Water Code § 10727.8; 23 CCR § 353.6.]  [9:   Water Code § 10727.6; 23 CCR § 357.4.] 


A public hearing is required to adopt or amend a GSP.[footnoteRef:10] At least 90 days prior to holding such meeting, the GSA must provide notice to a city or county within the area of the proposed plan or amendment. The GSA must review and consider comments from the city or county and must consult with them if they request consultation within 30 days of receipt of the notice. The GSA designates a “Plan Manager” who has delegated authority to submit the Plan and serve as the “point of contact” between the GSAs and the Department of Water Resources.[footnoteRef:11] GSA staff should be familiar with the Plan Manager’s authorities stated in basin governance documents. The adoption of a GSP, and the submittal of the GSP to DWR for evaluation, marks the transition from the development phase to GSP implementation.[footnoteRef:12]  [10:  Water Code § 10728.4.]  [11:  23 CCR § 351(z).]  [12:  See Water Code §§ 10725(a), 10733.4(f). ] 


DWR is directed by SGMA to evaluate a GSP within two years of its submittal date and issue a written assessment. The assessment determines whether the GSP is “Approved”, “Incomplete” or “Inadequate”.[footnoteRef:13] DWR is also directed to periodically review an approved GSP, at least every five years, to ensure it is being implemented in a manner that will likely achieve the sustainability goal for the basin (see Section II – Chapter 2 of this Handbook for more information on Determinations).  [13:  Water Code § 10733.4, 23 CCR § 355.2.] 


The [GSP Name] was adopted by the GSA board in [Year]. The GSP was submitted to DWR on [date] and determined to be [status] in [Year]. Documents relevant to the current GSP (Plan or Plan Amendment) should be reviewed. 

· Insert link to the Coordination Agreement, if applicable.

· Insert link to the most recent GSP (Plan or Plan Amendment) and/or previous submittals, if applicable.

· SGMA Portal

· Insert link to your Board Resolution for approval of the GSP.

· Insert link to the letter of determination from DWR.

Beneficial Users of Groundwater List

SGMA requires GSAs to consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing GSPs..[footnoteRef:14] These interests include, but are not limited to, holders of overlying groundwater rights (including agriculture users and domestic well owners), public water systems, local land use planning agencies, environmental users, surface water users, federal government, California Native American tribes, and disadvantaged communities.  [14:  Water Code § 10723.2.] 


The [GSA Name] has identified the following beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the [GSP Name]: 

· Insert the list of identified beneficial uses and users of groundwater for the basin or reference the relevant GSP section. 

		For More Information



		· Stakeholder Engagement Chart for GSP Development https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Assistance-and-Engagement/Files/Stakeholder-Engagement-Chart_ay-19.pdf





Interested Parties List

Prior to initiating the development of a GSP, GSAs shall make available to the public and the Department a written statement describing the manner in which interested parties may participate in GSP development and implementation.[footnoteRef:15] Interested Parties include all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, those responsible for implementing the GSP, and entities monitoring and reporting groundwater elevations in the basin.[footnoteRef:16] In addition, the federal government or any federally recognized Indian tribe may voluntarily agree to participate in the preparation or administration of a GSP through a joint powers authority or other agreement with local agencies in the basin.[footnoteRef:17] Federally reserved water rights to groundwater shall be respected in full in the management of a groundwater basin or subbasin by a GSA.[footnoteRef:18] [15:  Water Code § 10727.8.]  [16:  See Water Code §§ 10723.2, 10727.8(b)]  [17:  Water Code § 10720.3(c).]  [18:  Water Code § 10720.3(c).] 


For more information on how the [GSA Name] maintains and utilizes its Interested Parties List, view the following documents:

· Insert link to the Interested Parties List. 

· Reference sections of GSP or other documents that describe the communication and engagement of the interested parties by the GSA. 

		For More Information



		· Guidance Document for Groundwater Sustainability Plan - Stakeholder Communication and Engagement https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Assistance-and-Engagement/Files/Guidance-Doc-for-GSP---Stakeholder-Communication-and-Engagement.pdf

· Guidance Document for the Sustainable Management of Groundwater  Engagement with Tribal Governments https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/Guidance-Doc-for-SGM-Engagement-with-Tribal-Govt_ay_19.pdf





Advisory Committee and/or Working Groups

GSAs may appoint and consult with advisory committees (such as Technical Advisory Groups and Working Groups) consisting of interested parties for GSP development and implementation.[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  Water Code § 10727.8.] 


The [GSA Name] has [Customize Text to describe the advisory committees within the GSA if applicable].

· Insert links to the Advisory Committee Contact, Charter, By-laws or other relevant documents.

[bookmark: _Toc228783147]GSP Implementation 

Timelines (basin-specific)

A basin shall be sustainably managed within 20 years of GSP implementation.[footnoteRef:20] The GSP Regulations outline the requirements for GSP development, implementation, annual reporting, and periodic evaluation. Figure 1-1 below illustrates examples of GSP implementation timelines.  [20:  23 CCR § 355.4. ] 


[image: Figure 1-1: A timeline diagram showing when different types of groundwater basins must submit their Groundwater Sustainability Plans and when updates are required every five years.]

Figure 1-1: Illustrative Examples of SGMA Implementation Timeline. 

Some GSPs may follow a unique timeline that varies from the examples shown. The following provides brief information about the [GSP Name]’s anticipated implementation timelines. 

· [Insert GSP Implementation Timelines]

		For More Information



		Groundwater Sustainability Plan Implementation: A Guide to Annual Reports,  Periodic Evaluations & Plan Amendments https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/GSP-Implementation-Guidance-Report.pdf. 





[bookmark: _Toc228783148]Reporting Requirements

Annual Reports

Annual Report provides a yearly status check on groundwater conditions and summarizes progress on GSP implementation activities such as projects and management actions. Annual reports must be submitted to DWR by April 1st of every year following the adoption of a GSP.[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  23 CCR § 356.2.] 


· Insert link to the most recent Annual Report or link to SGMA Portal.

Data associated with Annual Reports needs to be submitted via the Monitoring Network Module on DWR’s SGMA Portal. 

		For More Information



		· Detailed guidance on reporting to DWR: https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/resources.





Periodic Evaluations 

GSAs must evaluate their approved GSPs at least every five years and whenever the GSP is amended. Periodic Evaluations summarize progress on GSP implementation by documenting updated basin conditions and advancement on projects and management actions and determining if the basin’s sustainability goal is on track to be met (e.g., meeting interim milestones or measurable objectives, see Chapter 4). In addition, GSAs are expected to provide a detailed discussion of how a GSP’s Recommended Corrective Actions have been addressed. A Periodic Evaluation is also used to explain a Plan Amendment, if applicable.[footnoteRef:22]  [22:  23 CCR § 356.4, 23 CCR § 355.10.] 


The next Periodic Evaluation for the [GSP Name] is anticipated for [Insert Date (the information can be found on the SGMA portal)]. 

· Insert link to the most recent Periodic Evaluation or link to SGMA Portal.

Plan Amendments, Revisions, or Changes

Plan amendments allow for GSAs to formalize changes to a GSP, ensure a GSP is up to date with the basin’s latest groundwater sustainability program, and continue to engage interested parties on the implementation of the GSP. A GSA may amend its GSP at any time and submit it to DWR for evaluation. The same procedural requirements for initial GSP adoption also apply to plan amendments.[footnoteRef:23]   A plan amendment must be accompanied by a Periodic Evaluation (see above).[footnoteRef:24] If DWR does not approve an amendment to a previously approved Plan, the GSA may revise and resubmit another amendment at any time, provided the status of the GSP remains “approved” by DWR determination.[footnoteRef:25]  [23:  Water Code § 10728.4, 23 CCR § 355.10.]  [24:  23 CCR § 356.4.]  [25:  23 CCR § 355.10.] 


Plan Amendments are completed at the discretion of the GSAs. SGMA and the GSP Regulations do not establish when an amendment is required, nor do they describe what components of the GSP should be amended. In general, the more significant or material a change to a GSP or its implementation, the more likely that change may rise to the level of an amendment. A basin may have an amended or revised plan, and/or changes to a plan that are documented in Annual Reports and/or Periodic Evaluations. The [GSP Name] was (amended/revised and) adopted by the GSA board in [Year] and determined [Status] by the DWR in [Year]. 

· Insert link to the most recent GSP Amendment/Revision if applicable.

· SGMA Portal

· Insert link to your Board Resolution for approval of the Plan Amendment/Revision.

Plan Revision After Incomplete or Inadequate Determination 

If a GSP for a high or medium priority basin is determined to be “incomplete” by DWR, either during the initial evaluation of an adopted plan or a Periodic Review, the GSA may revise the GSP to address the corrective actions assigned by DWR and resubmit the GSP for assessment within 180 days.[footnoteRef:26] No time limit applies to address deficiencies for GSPs in low or very-low priority basins. If a GSP is determined to be “inadequate” and the basin subsequently goes under State Intervention, the GSA may revise or amend the GSP to address deficiencies found by DWR and the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board).[footnoteRef:27] DWR will not assess the revised or amended plan under State Intervention unless requested by the State Water Board or until the State Water Board returns the basin to DWR oversight. See Section II – Chapter 2 of this Handbook for more information.     [26:  23 CCR § 355.2, 23 CCR § 355.6.]  [27:  Water Code § 10735.6.] 


Status of PMA Implementation

Projects and Management Actions (PMAs) are defined in GSPs and are used by GSAs to achieve a basin’s sustainability goal. GSA staff should be familiar with the GSA’s established decision-making process related to how PMAs in the GSP will be implemented, changed, added, or dropped. The implementation status of PMAs should be tracked and reported in Annual Reports. Starting in 2026, DWR expects implementation updates for each PMA to be submitted via the PMA Module on the SGMA Portal at least once a year by April 1 of each year, which coincides with the submittal of Annual Reports.  Statuses of PMAs are also summarized in Periodic Evaluations. 

· Insert link to GSP’s PMA Module on SGMA Portal.

· Insert links to GSA PMA fact sheets, tracking sheets, etc. 

· Reference sections of the GSP or Plan Amendment/Revision that describe PMAs.

		For More Information



		· SGMA Portal Projects and Management Actions (PMA) Module Frequently Asked Questions https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/resources/data/pma/SGMA%20Portal%20PMA%20Module%20(Public%20View)%20-%20FAQ.pdf

· All Projects / Management Actions https://sgma.water.ca.gov/portal/projects/submitted#





Having reviewed GSP implementation policies and requirements, the next step is to understand the underlying groundwater conditions, and the data that inform decision making. 

[bookmark: _Toc228783149]Basin Setting and Data Collection

This section will introduce new GSA board members and staff to the physical setting and hydrogeological characteristics of the basin, including the basin’s hydrogeological conceptual model, current and historical groundwater conditions, the basin’s water budget, and management areas (if applicable). Data collection efforts and an overview of the basin’s monitoring network will also be described.

[bookmark: _Toc228783150]About the Basin

Plan Area

Each GSP must describe the geographic areas it covers, including jurisdictional areas, existing water monitoring and management programs, conjunctive use programs, and relevant land use plans, along with maps.[footnoteRef:28]  [28:  23 CCR § 354.8.] 


· Reference sections of the GSP that describe the Plan Area.

Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model

[image: Figure 1 2: A 3D diagram showing an aquifer and aquitards, the groundwater table, and how water moves in and out of the system through rivers, recharge basins, percolation, injection wells, pumping wells, evapotranspiration, and seawater intrusion near the coast.]Each GSP is required to include a descriptive hydrogeologic conceptual model of the basin (Figure 1-2), based on technical studies and qualified maps, that characterizes the physical components and interaction of the surface water and groundwater systems in the basin.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  23 CCR § 354.14.] 






















Figure 1-2: Example 3D Graphic Representing a Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model.

The hydrogeological conceptual model for the [Basin Name] is presented in the following: 

· Reference sections of the GSP that describe the HCM.

· Reference GSA materials (e.g., presentations) that describe the HCM if applicable. 

Groundwater Conditions

A GSP must describe current and historical groundwater conditions in the basin using the best available information, including data from January 1, 2015, to the present. If applicable, this includes: groundwater elevations; storage change; seawater intrusion; groundwater quality issues; land subsidence rates; interconnected surface water systems and the quantity and timing of their depletions due to pumping; and groundwater dependent ecosystems.[footnoteRef:30] The groundwater conditions from the [Basin Name] are summarized in the [GSP Name], Annual Reports, and Periodic Evaluation.  [30:  23 CCR § 354.16.] 


· Reference sections of the GSP, Annual Report, and Periodic Evaluation that present groundwater conditions.

Water Budget

Each GSP must include a water budget (Figure 1-3) that accounts for annual inflows and outflows of groundwater and surface water in the basin and changes in groundwater storage, and representative of historical, current, and projected conditions. A basin’s water budget information must be reported in tabular and graphical form.[footnoteRef:31] The water budget for the [Basin Name] is described in the reference below.  [31:  23 CCR § 354.18.] 


· Reference sections of the GSP that present the basin’s water budget.

[image: Figure 1 3: A 3D diagram showing how water flows into, out of, and within the river system, land surface, and groundwater system, along with the change in groundwater storage.]

















Figure 1-3: Water Budget Schematic.

Management Areas

A GSA may define one or more management areas within a basin if it has been determined that creation of management areas will facilitate implementation of the GSP. Management areas may define different sustainable management criteria (see Chapter 4) than the basin at large.[footnoteRef:32]  [32:  23 CCR § 354.20.] 


· Reference sections of the GSP that describe management areas with a map, if applicable. 

[bookmark: _Toc228783151]Data Collection

SGMA promotes data collection and understanding about groundwater at the basin level. The GSP Regulations require data collection to follow the best management practices. Each GSP must describe the monitoring network for the basin, including monitoring objectives, monitoring protocols, and data reporting requirements.[footnoteRef:33] There are various aspects of data collection, application, and management that GSA board members and staff should be aware of. The following provides brief introductions to key data topics. [33:  23 CCR §§ 354.32 through 354.36.] 


Monitoring Network

A GSP’s monitoring network should collect data with sufficient quality, frequency and spatial coverage, to understand groundwater and related surface water conditions in the basin and how they change over time. Monitoring data should show short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends, and help evaluate GSP implementation. Representative monitoring sites are a subset of monitoring sites to track the sustainability indicators (see Figure 1-4 and Figure 1-5). Agencies can adopt a single network of representative monitoring sites or have a unique set of representative monitoring sites for each sustainability indicator.[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  23 CCR § 354.34, 23 CCR § 354.36.  ] 


[image: Figure 1 4: A map showing monitoring wells across a groundwater basin, with certain wells marked as representative monitoring sites for tracking groundwater levels or seawater intrusion.]

Figure 1-4: Example Monitoring Network and Representative Monitoring Sites.

[image: Figure 1 5: A map showing monitoring sites across several management areas within a groundwater basin, highlighting areas that do not have sufficient monitoring coverage.]MA - Management Area



Figure 1-5: Example Monitoring Network with Spatial Data Gaps.



The monitoring network for the [Basin] GSP is described in the following references:

· Reference sections of the GSP that describe the basin’s monitoring network and sampling schedule.

· Reference sections of the GSP (or most recent report) that describe the data collection types, activities, procedures and requirements, and the agencies that perform the data collection.

		For More Information



		· Monitoring Networks and Identification of Data Gaps Best Management Practices https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/BMP-2-Monitoring-Networks-and-Identification-of-Data-Gaps_ay_19.pdf





Monitoring Protocols

GSPs must include monitoring protocols adopted by the GSA for data collection and management. Monitoring protocols should be developed according to best management practices, reviewed at least every five years as part of the Periodic Evaluation, and modified as necessary.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Water Code § 10727.2(f), 23 CCR § 352.2.] 


· Reference the GSP’s monitoring protocols.

		For More Information



		· Groundwater Monitoring Protocols, Standards, and Sites Best Management Practice https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/BMP-1-Monitoring-Protocols-Standards-and-Sites_ay_19.pdf





Data Management System

GSAs are required to maintain a Data Management System (DMS) which acts as a central repository for basin and GSP data and provides information for reporting.[footnoteRef:36]  [36:  23 CCR § 352.6.] 


· Reference section(s) of the GSP (or most recent report) that describes the data management system used.

Data Submittal Requirements

GSAs are required to maintain up-to-date monitoring network information and submit monitoring data at least annually on DWR’s Monitoring Network Module website. 

· Insert links to DWR’s Monitoring Network Module and user manual.

[bookmark: _Toc228783152]Basin Sustainable Management Criteria

SGMA defines sustainable groundwater management as “the management and use of groundwater in a manner that can be maintained during the planning and implementation horizon without causing undesirable results”.[footnoteRef:37] The GSP Regulations focus the development of GSPs on locally defined, quantitative criteria, which are called sustainable management criteria and consist of a sustainability goal, undesirable results, minimum thresholds, and measurable objectives.[footnoteRef:38]  [37:  Water Code 10721(v).]  [38:  See 23 CCR §§ 354.22 through 354.30.] 


[bookmark: _Toc228783153]Sustainability Goal

Each GSA must establish in its GSP a sustainability goal for the basin that culminates in the absence of undesirable results within 20 years of Plan implementation.[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Water Code § 10727.2(b), 23 CCR § 354.24.] 


· Insert the Sustainability Goal from the [Basin] GSP.

[bookmark: _Toc228783154]Sustainability Indicators

A "sustainability indicator" refers to any of the effects caused by groundwater conditions occurring throughout the basin that, when significant and unreasonable, cause undesirable results.[footnoteRef:40] In the context of undesirable results, SGMA defines six sustainability indicators as: chronic lowering of groundwater levels; reduction of groundwater storage; seawater intrusion; degraded water quality; land subsidence that substantially interferes with surface land uses; and depletions of interconnected surface water.[footnoteRef:41] Not all sustainability indicators are applicable to every basin.  [40:  23 CCR 351(ah).]  [41:  Water Code § 10721(x).] 


· Insert the list of Applicable Sustainability Indicators from the [Basin] GSP.

[bookmark: _Toc228783155]Undesirable Results, Minimum Thresholds and Measurable Objectives

An undesirable result in a basin occurs when a GSA-defined combination of minimum thresholds is exceeded for a particular sustainability indicator. Those combinations of minimum threshold exceedances define when the effects of groundwater conditions in a basin become significant and unreasonable.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  23 CCR § 354.26.] 


A minimum threshold is a numeric value established at a representative monitoring site for a sustainability indicator. If this value is exceeded, alone or with other minimum thresholds, an undesirable result may occur in the basin. When setting minimum thresholds, GSAs need to consider the interests of beneficial uses and users of groundwater, land uses, and property interests in the basin.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  23 CCR § 354.28(b)(4).] 


[image: Figure 1 6: A diagram showing the six SGMA sustainability indicators and the minimum threshold metrics used to evaluate each one.]The GSP Regulations contain specific requirements and metrics for each sustainability indicator.[footnoteRef:44] Figure 1-6 below shows the metrics used to quantify each sustainability indicator. [44:  23 CCR § 354.28(c).] 


Figure 1-6: Minimum Threshold Metrics.

A hypothetical groundwater level hydrograph and the associated minimum threshold at a representative monitoring site are illustrated in Figure 1-7.

[image: Figure 1 7: A hydrograph from a representative monitoring site showing declining groundwater levels from 1985 to 2020 and predicted stabilization and recovery through 2040. The minimum threshold is set at a predicted low point.]

Figure 1-7: Example Groundwater Level Minimum Threshold Established at a Representative Monitoring Site.

The evaluation of whether an undesirable result for a sustainability indicator occurs based on minimum threshold exceedances is illustrated in Figure 1-8 below.

[image: Figure 1 8: A decision tree showing how undesirable results are evaluated for each sustainability indicator based on whether minimum thresholds are exceeded at one or more representative monitoring sites.]

Figure 1-8: Relationship between Sustainability Indicators, Minimum Thresholds, and Undesirable Results.

Measurable objectives are quantitative goals that reflect the basin’s desired groundwater conditions and allow the GSA to achieve the sustainability goal within 20 years. Measurable objectives are set for each sustainability indicator at the same representative monitoring sites and using the same metrics as minimum thresholds.[footnoteRef:45]  [45:  23 CCR § 354.30.] 


In addition to measurable objectives, interim milestones must be defined in five-year increments at each representative monitoring site using the same metrics as the measurable objective. Interim milestones are used by GSAs and DWR to track progress toward meeting the basin’s sustainability goal, as illustrated in Figure 1-9.



[image: Figure 1 9: A groundwater level hydrograph showing the minimum threshold at the predicted low point around 2023, the measurable objective at the predicted high point in 2040, and five year interim milestones at predicted levels.]

Figure 1-9: Example Groundwater Level Minimum Thresholds, Measurable Objectives, and Interim Milestones for a Representative Monitoring Site.

GSP Description of Undesirable Results*

· Reference sections of the GSP that describe significant and unreasonable conditions (i.e., qualitative description of undesirable results).

· Reference sections of the GSP that describe quantitative criteria for the occurrence of undesirable results (i.e., quantitative description of undesirable results).     

     

Basin Representative Monitoring Sites, Minimum Thresholds, Measurable Objectives, and Interim Milestones*

· Reference the list(s) of representative monitoring sites and their associated minimum thresholds, measurables objectives, and interim milestones for each applicable sustainability indicator (see DWR Monitoring Network Module and update information if necessary). 



Status of Undesirable Results during the Current Implementation Phase*

· Reference section(s) of the most recent Annual Report or Periodic Evaluation that describes the status of undesirable results. 

Status of Achieving Interim Milestones during the Current Implementation Phase*

		For More Information



		· Sustainable Management Criteria Best Management Practice https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-Guidance-Documents/Files/BMP-6-Sustainable-Management-Criteria-DRAFT_ay_19.pdf





· Reference section(s) of the most recent Periodic Evaluation that describes the status of achieving interim milestones. 
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Stockton Environmental Justice   


Education and Advocacy 


 
Stockton East Water District Board of Directors     7.21.2026 
6767 East Main Street Stockton CA 95215 
via email to: BRodriguez@sewd.net and jhopkins@sewd.net 


Re: Public Comments on SEWD Agenda and Non-agenda Items: 
https://stocktonewd.specialdistrict.org/files/51713da7a/072126-Agenda.pdf  


Item B Public Comment Non-Agenda Items 
Statement of Qualification 
As some of you might recall the 2022 election included a yellow ballot for Division 7 – I was on 
that ballot and folks told me that they did not bring their yellow ballot to the polling place and no 
yellow ballots were available there.  Without the mail in yellow ballot folks had to go downtown 
and up to the Registrar of Voters office to cast a vote for Division 7 on election day when it was 
raining really hard.  In 2022, I did not pay for a statement of qualifications and was chided by a 
trusted colleague that the statement of qualifications is important and I should have.  Living and 
Learning.  Well, when I went to the Registrar of Voters office last week, I had a question about the 
fees for statement of qualifications which were different for each division.  The purpose of the 
yellow ballot was that every registered voter within the Stockton East Water District voted for the 
Division 7 candidate – that is what I understood.  There was a discussion internally on 7.13.2026 
when I asked why there was such a significant cost difference between Divisions in the 2026 
published candidate booklet and I was informed that there was an error and that they would 
have it fixed before end of day.  I received a voice mail later that day stating that instead of 
$1600, the recalculated cost for the statement was over $7000.   


I ask if there can be communication with the Registrar of Voters and a clear description on the 
SEWD website about how each director is elected.  Also, as some school districts pay for 
candidate statement of qualifications, I ask that the SEWD Board consider paying for 
candidates’ statement of qualifications at your next Board meeting. 


Groundwater Accounting Framework 
At the next ESJGWA meeting a decision will be made regarding the water accounting framework 
to assess GSA demand management plans.  Please vote to have all three categories as the third 
category relating to industry can include data centers along with agricultural industrial water 
users.  While this category is less than municipal and agricultural usage important data for 
transparency will be lost without this category.   


Reports of Smelly Water in Stockton 
Calwater services my residence and there were no observable odors but many residents all over 
Stockton in both Calwater and City of Stockton service boundaries reported significant odors.  
The City of Stockton and Calwater released press statements that the water was potable and 
service providers were flushing their systems.  I imagine that there was a change in source water 
and I have specifically submitted a City of Stockton PRA for communications between City of 



https://stocktonewd.specialdistrict.org/files/51713da7a/072126-Agenda.pdf





Stockton and Stockton East Water District, but the request was redirected and still no result.  
People want to understand and I hope that Stockton East Water District can be upfront with 
changes when there may be a noticeable difference IN ADVANCE or as soon as possible.    


Item C1 Minutes –  
Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority 7.7.2026 meeting recap missed the important 
resource that the Department of Water Resources Referenced which is being called the 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Onboarding Resources dated May 2026.  This resource 
included a template that if completed would go a long way towards having public information to 
explain the process and where to find information and who to contact.  I give thanks to the 
Department of Water Resources for developing this resource and I ask that the Board consider 
this resource and to direct staff to complete with an ad hoc committee of Board Members to 
develop institutional knowledge.  I have printed out a copy of the document that is also included 
here in and can be found on the DWR website:  
https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/assistance-and-engagement  


Also, I was at that meeting online and again requested that the Eastern San Joaquin 
Groundwater Authority meetings be recorded for stakeholders that are unable to attend can 
learn about implementation of the groundwater sustainability plan as outlined in Water Code § 
10727.8. [Public Notification and Participation; Advisory Committee]  


The groundwater sustainability agency shall encourage the active involvement of diverse 
social, cultural, and economic elements of the population within the groundwater basin 
prior to and during the development and implementation of the groundwater 
sustainability plan.  


With the template completed with information, Stockton East Water District can more easily do 
outreach through it’s normal channels, with the specific addition of small water systems and 
domestic well owners whose groundwater is affected by implementation actions and/or 
inactions.  Stockton East Water District can send links to customers and residents living in the 
boundary with the newsletter. 


Item D-1 HDR Engineering Budget Amendment 
Having fish be able to migrate to headwaters is an important ecosystem attribute and I 
appreciate the effort to improve the Mormon Slough Railroad Bridge Fish Passage so that there is 
deeper water during low flows.  I wanted to invite you all to the 7.25.2026 Morman Slough 
Restoration Association meeting please RSVP https://tinyurl.com/mormonsloughjulyvisioning  
Community Meeting - Help Restore Stocktons Mormon Slough! at 630 E Weber Ave, Stockton, 
CA 95202-3027, United States on 25th July, 2026.   


Thank you for considering my comments.  I can be reached at mebeth@outlook.com to discuss 
these issues. 


Sincerely, 


Mary Elizabeth, M.S., R.E.H.S. 



https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/assistance-and-engagement

https://tinyurl.com/mormonsloughjulyvisioning

https://happeningnext.com/event/community-meeting-help-restore-stocktons-mormon-slough-eid3a0dsuh1dx

https://happeningnext.com/event/community-meeting-help-restore-stocktons-mormon-slough-eid3a0dsuh1dx

mailto:mebeth@outlook.com
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CFWC Activity Report 

 
TO: Stockton East Water District Board of Directors 
FROM: Michelle Paul, Executive Director 
DATE: July 28, 2026 
SUBJECT: CFWC Activity Report, June 2026 
 
Summary 
The summer kicked off with our team officially saying goodbye to former Executive Director 
Mike Wade, who had been supporting the Coalition on a part-time basis following the 
leadership transition on March 1. Mike served as a great partner and leader throughout the 
transition, and we wish him the very best in his retirement. 
 
Last month our team focused on responding to a media landscape dominated by groundwater, 
SGMA, water infrastructure and drought-related coverage, while continuing targeted outreach 
to reporters, partners and opinion outlets. We continued to use our platform to highlight key 
messages through earned media, podcast participation, opinion placements, and ongoing 
digital storytelling tied to water supply, food production, and agricultural affordability. 
 
Media Landscape and Response 
In June, nearly 320 California agriculture-related articles were published. Coverage was mostly 
neutral, although for those that carried a sentiment, negative stories outnumbered positive ones 
nearly two to one. Groundwater and SGMA dominated, followed by stories focused on water 
infrastructure, drought and supply, ecosystems and the environment, the Colorado River, and 
water law and policy. Groundwater stories focused on the Central Valley and SGMA costs, in 
addition to new or proposed fees in Napa and Tehama counties and a proposed state oversight 
application fee of up to $250,000. 
 
Colorado River coverage focused on post-2026 negotiations, upper-basin rancher testimony and 
a data center lawsuit against the Imperial Irrigation District. Infrastructure stories highlighted 
Sites Reservoir funding and more than $131 million for Valley water upgrades, while articles 
covering desalination appeared across drought, groundwater and infrastructure reporting. 



Ecosystem coverage centered on invasive species, especially the golden mussel, and water 
quality coverage followed EPA’s decision to shelve drinking-water microplastics testing. 
 
Editorial Outreach and Placement 
Media outreach remained focused on refining our reporter database, engaging with reporters, 
and responding to timely opportunities, including an NBC inquiry on almond water use. I also 
joined the Western Growers podcast for a California water overview and continued relationship-
building with select reporters at Agri-Pulse and Monterey County Now. 
 
Two opinion pieces were published in June, the first of which ran in the Desert Sun and 
highlighted California’s conservation achievements and concerns over the stalled post-2026 
operating guidelines for the Colorado River. The second piece was placed in Capitol Weekly and 
emphasized the need for long-term surface water conveyance infrastructure, groundwater 
storage and affordability for agricultural producers. 
 
Outreach 
Last month, our team developed water education materials for youth-focused exhibits which 
debuted at the Merced County Fair. The materials help younger audiences understand the water 
systems behind local food production and the role water plays in bringing food to their plates. 
We continue to refresh and expand CFWC’s youth outreach materials with regional and county-
level content. 
 
In June, we supported the Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley and the Unified Water Plan 
(UWP) by working with partners to review feedback and respond to commenters. We also 
reviewed and published the Blueprint blog, “A Plan Shaped by Many Voices,” which highlights 
how broad participation strengthened the plan and encourages continued readership and 
engagement. The UWP is expected to be submitted to Congress later this month. 
 
Food Grows where Water Flows Signage 
We continue to seek partners to display our Food 
Grows Where Water Flows sign. Custom sizes are 
available and provide an opportunity for dual 
branding with your organization. We have a 
preference for high-visibility locations.  More 
information is available here. 
 
Digital Engagement and Storytelling 
In June, we began sharing behind-the-scenes reels from our recent content trip to the Friant 
area, offering an authentic look at California agriculture and the issues that farmers are currently 
facing. These videos will continue to roll out throughout the summer as part of our ongoing 
storytelling efforts. 
  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-water-it-takes-to-grow-your-food/id1390019017?i=1000774865504
https://www.desertsun.com/story/opinion/contributors/2026/06/10/california-colorado-river-water-conservation/90490443007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z114525e009400v114525d--50--b--50--&gca-ft=210&gca-ds=sophi
https://capitolweekly.net/the-future-of-californias-water-supply/
https://farmwater.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da97c2bf5e3270ba7df062e4b&id=9cdda8e41e&e=30fd96c953


We also shared recap videos from our recent Salinas influencer tour, which received strong, 
positive engagement from our target audience. The response reinforced the value of these tours 
in introducing agriculture to new audiences in a positive and engaging way. 
  
Across our California Farm Water Coalition channels, we also promoted our recent op-eds 
highlighting California's leadership in conserving Colorado River water and the importance 
of investing in a reliable water future for the state's farms, communities, and food supply. 
 
Cultivate California Performance 
 
Totals for Cultivate California Activity year-to-date 
Posts 76 
Views 5,996,609 
Reach 2,082,385 
Interactions 133,148 
Follows 38,814 
Profile Visits 84,849 
Click through rate (CTR)* 2.41% 

 
Top-performing posts in June: 

   
Farming and Community 

Interactions: 4.2k 
Views: 101.7k 

Behind the Scenes Raisin 
Grapes 

Interactions: 1.9k 
Views: 71.6k 

Diversification in Farming 
Interactions: 2k 

Views: 87.1k 
 
 

   
 

https://www.desertsun.com/story/opinion/contributors/2026/06/10/california-colorado-river-water-conservation/90490443007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z11xx35p004750n11----l115850c11----e000600v11xx35d--36--b--36--&gca-ft=237&gca-ds=sophi&fbclid=IwY2xjawS4wJ5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFpRHBIbVlzeTJiRElFMm9Dc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqZNCVNQboFseWe-xLdNg83gTQHX1D_4Icb1PFjsaX6-d5wPUeqJ6kV_XZ26_aem_6S7DUBsQSJOa3p0U-bxL5A
https://capitolweekly.net/the-future-of-californias-water-supply/?fbclid=IwY2xjawS4wLZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFpRHBIbVlzeTJiRElFMm9Dc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHv3t5zNmGepfCuQ68538-OH0LYjT3gDz4F7-SyTZn3M-I20qzt5cHJC0wpLt_aem__RRY0PkCwaDP20EkX3LDRQ
https://capitolweekly.net/the-future-of-californias-water-supply/?fbclid=IwY2xjawS4wLZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFpRHBIbVlzeTJiRElFMm9Dc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHv3t5zNmGepfCuQ68538-OH0LYjT3gDz4F7-SyTZn3M-I20qzt5cHJC0wpLt_aem__RRY0PkCwaDP20EkX3LDRQ
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZOQNZNPumf/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DZgRuk6vqgN/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DZgRuk6vqgN/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DZyP6BFBb2K/
Michelle Paul
@Morgan Elia Can you please enter updated information for the month of June here?




