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STOCKTON EAST WATER DISTRICT
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

The General Manager for the Stockton East Water District (District) prepares, makes, declares, and publishes
this proposed Negative Declaration for the following described project:

Extraction Well No. 2

Project Description:

Stockton East Water District (District) proposes to install a new ASR well to replace the existing Well 74-01
on the premises of the Dr. Joe Waidhofer Drinking Water Treatment Plant (WTP). The construction involves
drilling a well approximately 800 feet deep, with an estimated recharge rate of 350 GPM and production rate
of 1,500 GPM. The production volume will be limited to 70% of the recharge volume. The well will serve as
a dry year supplemental supply of raw water to the WTP; the well will also serve to restore groundwater by
aquifer storage in wet years. The discharge of this well during production will be into the South Raw Water
Reservoir and water pumped will be treated prior to delivery to the Urban Contractors distribution systems.
The supply to this well during storage will be treated water from the Urban Contractor—Cal Water—
distribution system.

Project Location:
The proposed project site is in the County of San Joaquin, State of California, Section 75, Township 1 North,
Range 7 East, on the Assessor’s Parcel Number 101-050-040.

Determination:

The District has reviewed the proposed project and has determined the project, as identified in the attached
Initial Study, will not have a significant effect on the environment. An Environmental Impact Report is not
required pursuant to the Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (Division 13 of the Public Resources Code of the
State of California).

Public Review:

This Initial Study/Negative Declaration has been prepared in compliance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and contains an environmental review of the potential impacts of the proposed project.
This Initial Study/Negative Declaration is being circulated for over 30 days from 03/14/24 to 04/15/24.
Comments on the Initial Study/Negative Declaration can be sent by 12:00 noon on 04/15/24 to:

Darrel Evensen

District Engineer

Stockton East Water District
Post Office Box 5157
Stockton, California 95205
(209) 948-0333 phone
Devensen@sewd.net

Comments will be reviewed by the District, and the Initial Study/Negative Declaration will be revised, as
appropriate, prior to adoption of the proposed Negative Declaration by the District, which is scheduled for
04/23/24.

This environmental review process and Negative Declaration filing is pursuant to Title 14, Division 6, Chapter
3, Article 6, Section 15070 of the California Administrative Code.

A copy of this document may be reviewed/obtained at the Stockton East Water District, 6767 East Main Street,
Stockton, California, 95215.

Justin M. Hopkins, General Manager
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STOCKTON EAST WATER DISTRICT
NEGATIVE DECLARATION REGARDING ENVIRONMENT IMPACT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the project described below has been reviewed pursuant to the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (Public Resources Code Section 2100, et

seq.)
PROJECT NAME: Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT: Stockton East Water District (District) proposes to install a new
ASR well to replace the existing Well 74-01 on the premises of the Dr. Joe Waidhofer Drinking Water
Treatment Plant (WTP). The construction involves drilling a well approximately 800 feet deep, with an
estimated recharge rate of 350 GPM and production rate of 1,500 GPM. The production volume will be
limited to 70% of the recharge volume. The well will serve as a dry year supplemental supply of raw
water to the WTP; the well will also serve to restore groundwater by aquifer storage in wet years. The
discharge of this well during production will be into the South Raw Water Reservoir and water pumped
will be treated prior to delivery to the Urban Contractors distribution systems. The supply to this well
during storage will be treated water from the Urban Contractor—Cal Water—distribution system.

LOCATION OF PROJECT: The proposed project site is in the County of San Joaquin, State of California,
Section 75, Township 1 North, Range 7 East, on the Assessor’s Parcel Number 101-050-040.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF PROJECT PROPONENT: Stockton East Water District, 6767 East Main
Street, Stockton CA 95215

MITIGATION MEASURES: None

A copy of the Initial Study and Checklist regarding the environmental effect of this project is on file at
the offices of the Stockton East Water District as set forth above. This study was:

Adopted as presented.

Adopted with changes. Specific modifications supporting reasons are attached.

DETERMINATION: On the basis of the Initial Study of environmental impact, the information presented
at hearings, comments received on the proposal and our own knowledge and independent research:

We find the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION is hereby adopted.

We find that while the project COULD have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described on an
attached sheet have been added to the project, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION is hereby
adopted.

We find the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

Date:

Justin M. Hopkins
General Manager



CEQA Environmental Checklist

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND

Project Title: Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well
Lead agency name, Stockton East Water District
address, 6767 East Main Street

contact person,
and phone number:

Stockton, California 95215
P.O. Box 5157

Stockton, California 95205
Justin M. Hopkins

General Manager

(209) 948-0333 phone
Devensen@sew.net

Project Location:

The proposed project site is in the County of
San Joaquin, State of California, Section 75,
Township 1 North, Range 7 East, on the
Assessor’s Parcel Number 101-040-230.

Description of project: (Describe the whole
action involved, including but not limited to
later phases of the project, and any
secondary, support, or off-site features
necessary for its implementation.)

Stockton East Water District (District)
proposes to install a new ASR well to replace
the existing Well 74-01 on the premises of the
Dr. Joe Waidhofer Drinking Water Treatment
Plant (WTP). The construction involves
drilling a well approximately 800 feet deep,
with an estimated recharge rate of 350 GPM
and production rate of 1,500 GPM. The
production volume will be limited to 70% of
the recharge volume. The well will serve as a
dry year supplemental supply of raw water to
the WTP; the well will also serve to restore
groundwater by aquifer storage in wet years.
The discharge of this well during production
will be into the South Raw Water Reservoir
and water pumped will be treated prior to
delivery to the Urban Contractors distribution
systems. The supply to this well during storage
will be treated water from the Urban
Contractor—Cal Water—distribution system.

Other public agencies whose approval is
required (e.g. permits, financial approval, or
participation agreements):

State Water Quality Control Board
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project. Please
see the checklist beginning on page 3 for additional information.

[ ]| Aesthetics [ ]| Agriculture and Forestry [ ]| Air Quality

[ ] | Biological Resources [ ]| Cultural Resources [ ] | Geology/Soils
Greenhouse Gas |:| Hazards and Hazardous |X| Hydrology/Water Quality
Emissions Materials

[ ]| Land Use/Planning [ ] | Mineral Resources [ ]| Noise

[ ] | Population/Housing [ ] | Public Services [ ] | Recreation

[ ] | Transportation/Traffic [ ]| Utilities/Service Systems [ ] | Mandatory Findings of

Significance

DETERMINATION:

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

X

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

L]

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been

made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR
or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided
or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions

or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required

Signature: Date:

Printed Name: Justin M. Hopkins For: District




CEQA Environmental Checklist

This checkilist identifies physical, biological, social and economic factors that might be affected
by the proposed project. In many cases, background studies performed in connection with the
projects indicate no impacts. A NO IMPACT answer in the last column reflects this
determination. Where there is a need for clarifying discussion, the discussion is included either
following the applicable section of the checklist or is within the body of the environmental
document itself. The words "significant" and "significance" used throughout the following
checklist are related to CEQA, not NEPA, impacts. The questions in this form are intended to
encourage the thoughtful assessment of impacts and do not represent thresholds of
significance.

Potentially Less Than Less Than No
Significant Significant  Significant Impact
Impact with Impact

Mitigation

|. AESTHETICS: Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within
a state scenic highway

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality
of the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

I
I
I
X X X KX

Discussion:

The project is located in a rural agricultural setting on the campus of a water treatment plant; therefore the project will
blend in this setting and not impact aesthetics of the site.

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES: In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model
(1997) prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture
and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental
effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy
Assessment Project; and the forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the
California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of

Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps |:| |:| |:| |X|
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring

Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural

use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract? |:| |:| |:| |X|



Potentially Less Than Less Than No

Significant Significant  Significant Impact
Impact with Impact
Mitigation
c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest
land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), |:| |:| |:| |X|
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526),
or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code section 51104(g))?
d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land |:| |:| |:| |Z|

to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due |:| |:| |:| |X|
to their location or nature, could result in conversion of

Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to

non-forest use?

Discussion:

Forest land or prime Farm land will not be converted with this project.

IIl. AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air
quality plan? |:| |:| |:| |X|
b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to |:| |:| |:| |Z|

an existing or projected air quality violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any

criteria pollutant for which the project region is non- attainment |:| |:| |:| |X|
under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard

(including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative

thresholds for ozone precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant

concentrations? D D D |X|
e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of

S e [] [] [] X
Discussion:

a-e) Inaccordance with the Central Valley Air Pollution Control District Small Project Analysis Level (SPAL), the
Project falls below the threshold of requiring an Ambient Air Quality Analysis and deems the project to have a less
than Significant impact.

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through I:‘ I:‘ |X| I:‘
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,

sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans,

policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish

and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or

other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional D D D |X|
plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of

Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?



Potentially Less Than Less Than No

Significant Significant  Significant Impact
Impact with Impact
Mitigation
c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act |:| |:| |:| |X|
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?
d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established |:| |:| |:| |X|
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use
of native wildlife nursery sites?
e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or D D D |X|
ordinance?
f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat |:| |:| |:| |X|

Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation
plan?

Discussion

The proposed well site is located within the Dr. Joe Waidhofer Water Treatment Plant campus. This work will not require
the removal of any trees or damage to habitats. Therefore, the impacts of the Project would have no impact. See Exhibit
A.

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource as defined in §15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5?

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature?

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside
of formal cemeteries?

O O o O
O O o O
O O o O
X X X X

Discussion

There are no known prehistoric or historic subsurface cultural resources at the site location. This is a water treatment
plant campus with 24 hour operations. Construction activities are drilling a well, and installing supporting piping and
electrical service, all within the treatment plant property. With these actions, the Project will have no cultural impact.
See Exhibit B.



Potentially Less Than Less Than No

Significant Significant  Significant Impact
Impact with Impact
Mitigation

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS: Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the
most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map
issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42?

[
[
[
X

i) Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liqguefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that
would become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?

00O 4dodn
00O 4dodn
00O 4dodn
XXX XK

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of
the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to
life or property?

[
[
[
X

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of |:|
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems where
sewers are not available for the disposal of waste water?

[
[
X

Discussion

This Project consists of drilling a well, and installing supporting piping and electrical service, all within the treatment plant
property. With these actions, the Project will have no geologic impact.

VIl. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS: Would the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the |:| |:| |:| |X|
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? |:| D D |X|

Discussion

Construction greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions would include both direct and indirect sources. Combustion of the refined
petroleum products needed to operate construction equipment would be part of the direct GHG. The GHG emissions
through mining and extraction of raw materials, manufacturing, and transportation to produce the building materials used
in Project construction would be a part of the indirect GHG. Construction energy consumption would be a one-time impact
and GHG emissions by the construction activities would be less than a month in duration, therefore, the Project will have
no impact.



VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS: Would the Potentially Less Than Less Than No

project: Significant Significant  Significant Impact
Impact with Impact
Mitigation
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous |:| |:| |:| |X|
materials?
b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment |:| |:| |:| |X|

through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely |:| |:| |:| |X|
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter
mile of an existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous |:| |:| |:| |X|
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section

65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to

the public or the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where

such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public |:| |:| |:| |X|
airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety

hazard for people residing or working in the project area?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in D D D |X|

the project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an

adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation D D D |X|
plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury |:| |:| |:| |Z|

or death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed
with wildlands?

Discussion

a-c) Neither the construction nor operation of the well will involve the use or storage of hazardous substances other than
the petroleum and diesel fuel used to operate machinery and vehicles. The potential impact from the release of
hazardous substances is less than significant.

c-g) The site is located in a rural area. The Project location is such that it will not interfere with any emergency response
or evacuation plans nor is it situated by any airstrips. There are no impacts.

h)The Project will not increase the fire hazard in the area. There are no impacts.



IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY: Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there would
be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support
existing land uses or planned uses for which permits have been
granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream
or river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or
siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream
or river, or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff?

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as
mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map?

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which
would impede or redirect flood flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury
or death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the
failure of a levee or dam?

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow

Discussion:

a,f) Operation of the well will be during dry years as a supplement to other raw water supplies. Wet years will recharge the
groundwater supply. Discharge will be directly into the South Raw Water Reservoir for subsequent treatment. Therefore,
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the project will have no impact. Additionally the project will submit a permit and adhere to permit requirements of the

State Water Quality Control Board which will contain water quality monitoring and additional mitigation criteria.

b) The purpose of the Project is to extract ground water that has been previously recharged. Therefore, the construction
of Project would draw on ground water reserves only and would have less than significant impact on the groundwater

quantity, quality. The well will only be used during drought years. During wet years the District will recharge water in to

the groundwater table.

c-e) The project will not alter natural drainage of the site therefore there will be no impact on the increase of erosion

potential or storm water quantity of the existing site.

g-j) No housing will constructed with this project. No Impact.



X. LAND USE AND PLANNING: Would the project: Potentially
Significant
Impact

a) Physically divide an established community? |:|

b)Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation |:|
of an agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local coastal program,

or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or

mitigating an environmental effect?

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or |:|
natural community conservation plan?

Discussion

Less Than
Significant
with

Mitigation

[]
[]

[

Less Than
Significant
Impact

[]
[]

[

The project is consistent with its land designation, as a water supply to a water treatment plant, no impact.

XI. MINERAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource |:|
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the
state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan,
specific plan or other land use plan?

[

Discussion

The proposed Project will not result in the loss or reduction any mineral resources, no impact.

XIl. NOISE: Would the project result in:

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of standards established in the local general plan or
noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the
project?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

O O oo o

d) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the |:|
project expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

[

O O oo o

[
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Discussion:

The construction site is located quite some distance from any existing residence and 10 miles from the nearest public
airport. The only noise increase would be during construction. San Joaquin County provides exemption from noise
ordinance standards for construction activities during set hours and days of the week. Construction activities for the
proposed Project will be limited to the hours and days specified by San Joaquin County, 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM, Monday
through Saturday. Given the exemption and the location of the construction, the noise increase is less than significant in
the short term and no impact in the long term.

XIIl. POPULATION AND HOUSING: Would the project: Potentially Less Than Less Than No
Significant Significant  Significant Impact
Impact with Impact
Mitigation
a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either |:| |:| |:| |Z|

directly (for example, by proposing new homes and businesses)
or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other

infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,

necessitating the construction of replacement housing D D D |X|
elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the |:| |:| |:| |X|

construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

Discussion
The proposed Project will have no impact on Population and Housing.

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES:

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical |:|
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically

altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically

altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could

cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance
objectives for any of the public services:

[
[
X

Fire protection?
Police protection?
Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities? |:| |:| |:| |X|

Discussion
The proposed Project is located on the Dr. Joe Waidhofer Water Treatment Plant campus; with have no impact on public
services.

O 0O d
O 0O d
O 0O d
X X X X



XV. RECREATION:

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood
and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might
have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

Discussion

The proposed Project is sited on private land which will not increase or decrease any public recreational activities

therefore the project has no impact on recreation.

XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC: Would the project:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of
the circulation system, taking into account all modes of
transportation including mass transit and non-motorized travel
and relevant components of the circulation system, including but
not limited to intersections, streets, highways and freeways,
pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management program,
including, but not limited to level of service standards and travel
demand measures, or other standards established by the county
congestion management agency for designated roads or
highways?

¢) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an
increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in
substantial safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g.,
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses
(e.g., farm equipment)?

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans or programs regarding
public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise
decrease the performance or safety of such facilities?

Discussion:
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The Project site is located within a private property. There will be ample parking for the construction crews, as well as,
emergency access. These access ways also allow the construction activities to be located far enough from the public
road that it will not conflict with existing modes of transportation. Therefore there would be no impacts to parking,

emergency access, or any existing modes of transportation.

XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS: Would the project:
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a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable
Regional Water Quality Control Board?

[
[
[
X

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or

wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, |:| |:| |:| |X|
the construction of which could cause significant environmental

effects?

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water

drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the |:| |:| |:| |X|
construction of which could cause significant environmental

effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project
from existing entitlements and resources, or are new or |:| |:| |:| |X|
expanded entitlements needed?

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment

provider which serves or may serve the project that it has |:| |:| |:| |X|
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in

addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs?

[
[
[
X

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations
related to solid waste? |:| |:| |:| |X|

Discussion:

It is anticipated that construction would not require the use of, or alter in any way, these utility and service systems;
therefore, the proposed Project would have no impact.

XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or |:| |:| |:| |X|

wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range
of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited,
but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable” |:| |:| |:| |X|

means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable
future projects)?

c¢) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause |:| |:| |:| |Z|
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

Discussion:

The Project will provide a supplemental water supply to an existing water treatment plant and will be constructed within
the private property of the treatment plant. Therefore, the Project will have no impact on the quality of the environment,
fish or wildlife species or habitat, or California history or prehistory.
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1.0 Introduction

The Stockton East Water District (District) is located east of the city of Stockton, California
(Figure 1). This biological assessment (BA) analyzes the District’s Aquifer Storage and Recovery
(ASR) Well Study and Design Project (Project). Implementation of this Project would allow the
District to store excess surface water by recharging the aquifer during periods of high river flow
or above-average water years. The Project is partially funded with a Water SMART grant from the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation).

The Project would install a new ASR well at the District’s Treatment Facility to replace the existing
Well 74-01. To support the new ASR well, two new pipelines would be installed underground for
the recharge and recovery water. The approximate footprint of construction activities is 5.6 acres
composed of predominately annual grasses. There are no bodies or water or wetlands in the
construction footprint.

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 United States Code 1536[c]) directs
Federal agencies to ensure that their activities are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence
of any listed species, or to result in the destruction or adverse modification of designated critical
habitat. This section of the ESA also requires agencies with regulatory authority over listed species
to issue biological opinions evaluating the direct and indirect effects of Federal actions, and actions
that are interrelated or interdependent with the Federal action. The biological opinions must
determine whether the actions being evaluated may appreciably reduce the listed species’
likelihood of surviving or recovering in the wild by reducing their productivity, numbers, or
distribution.

This BA addresses potential effects on species listed as endangered or threatened under the ESA
of 1973, as amended, that could result from Reclamation providing funding for the Project. The
action of providing federal funding triggers the need for Reclamation to comply with the ESA and
consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMEFS), as appropriate. If the Project may affect a listed species or designated critical habitat,
formal consultation is required, except when USFWS and NMFS concur, in writing, that the
Project is not likely to adversely affect listed species or designated critical habitat (50 Code of
Federal Regulations [CFR] Sections 402.02 and 402.14). This BA has been prepared in accordance
with legal requirements set forth under Section 7 of the ESA (16 United States Code 1536][c]).
This BA considers species under USFWS and NMFS jurisdictions.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 1-1 Introduction
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Figure 1. Project Location

< ||
Figure 1. Project Location and Vicinity
Stockion East Water District Aquifer Storage and — BUREAU OF —
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Source: GEI Consultants, Inc. 2023
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2.0 Action Area

The action area is defined here in accordance with ESA guidelines as “all areas to be affected
directly or indirectly by the Federal action and not merely the immediate area involved in the
action” (50 CFR 402.02). The action area includes all areas that would be directly or indirectly
affected by the components of the proposed action. For the purposes of this BA, the action area
includes the construction footprint (i.e., the location of the new ASR well, well house building,
new pipelines, soil stockpile areas, staging areas, and access roads) and a 200-foot-wide buffer
around the construction footprint to account for indirect effects, such as noise and dust disturbance,
to adjacent habitats (Figure 2).

The action area is located on the southeastern side of the city of Stockton in Section 65 of the
Campo De Los Frances land grant system. The total acreage of the construction footprint,
including all construction activities and associated staging and access, is approximately 5.6 acres.
The new ASR well will be dug to a depth of up to 820 feet below the existing ground surface, and
the pipeline trenching will be dug to depth of 5 feet below the existing ground surface.

The construction footprint is composed of annual grassland and bare earth areas. Approximately
one third of the construction footprint is bare earth with no vegetation cover. The remaining area
is annual grassland, with common species observed to include wild oats (4Avena spp.), common
sunflower (Helianthus annus), bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), and yellow starthistle
(Centaurea solstitialis). Two dirt roads running northwest to southeast are included in the
construction footprint and will be used for access. Surrounding the construction footprint and
captured in the encompassing 200-foot buffer, is a tomato field to the northeast and the Stockton
Diverting Canal levee and riparian zone to the southwest (Figure 2). Annual grassland is present
on the levee slopes and the area between the levee and the canal. In the immediate vicinity of the
canal, is a mix of grassland species and riparian understory species, such as willows (Salix spp.)
and Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus). The levee and riparian zone around the canal are
captured in the buffer of this impact analysis, but they are not being impacted by Project activities.
The only tree species in the action area is tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima). These occur in
clusters, mostly concentrated along the road running between the construction footprint and the
tomato field, with some small (<5-foot-tall) individuals scattered around the action area.

Topography of the action area is generally flat, with an average elevation of approximately 40 feet
above mean sea level. Representative photographs of all portions of the action area are provided
in Appendix A: Photographs.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 2-1 Action Area
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3.0 Species and Critical Habitat Considered

3.1 Federally Listed Species

Species addressed in this BA include those on the official species list obtained from USFWS
(USFWS 2023a) (Appendix B), the USFWS Environmental Conservation Online System website
(USFWS 2023b), California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) (CDFW 2023), and the
California Native Plant Society’s Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (CNPS 2023). These
databases were reviewed for information on range and occurrences of these species in the Project
vicinity. Scientific articles and other documents on species distribution and habitat use also were
reviewed. A survey of the action area was conducted by GEI Consultants, Inc. biologist, Maggie
Woodworth, on September 20, 2023, to assess habitat suitability for federally listed plants and
animals included on the compiled species lists.

Based on observations made during the field survey and review of species database occurrences
and other available information, giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas) is the only federally listed
species determined to have potentially suitable habitat in the action area; therefore, it is analyzed
in detail in this BA. Information on federally listed species dismissed from further consideration
in this BA is provided in Table 1. The species dismissed from further consideration are restricted
to habitats that are not present in the action area and, thus, have no potential to occur in the action
area nor be affected by the Project.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 3-1 Species and Critical Habitat Considered



EXHIBIT A 14 of 40

Table 1. Federally Listed Species Eliminated from Consideration

Species Federal Listing Status Reason for Elimination from Consideration
Fish
Steelhead — Central Valley distinct Threatened The action area is adjacent to critical habitat for this
population segment species (Stockton Diverting Canal), but the Project would
Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus not affect the aquatic habitat or riparian zones. There is
pop.11 a 200-foot-wide buffer and a levee in-between the

habitat and the construction footprint.

Invertebrates
Vernal Pool Fairy Shrimp Threatened No suitable habitat is present in or adjacent to the action
Branchinecta lynchi area.
Monarch butterfly Candidate No suitable habitat is present in or adjacent to the action
Danaus plexippus area.
Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle Threatened No suitable habitat is present in or adjacent to the action
Desmocerus californicus area.
dimorphus
Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp Threatened No suitable habitat is present in or adjacent to the action
Lepidurus packardi area.
Amphibians
California Tiger Salamander Threatened No suitable habitat is present in or adjacent to the action
Ambystoma californiense area.
Mammals
Riparian Brush Rabbit Endangered No suitable habitat is present in or adjacent to the action
Sylvilagus bachmani riparius area.

Source: CDFW 2023; CNPS 2023; GEI data collected in 2023; USFWS 2023a, 2023b, and 2023d; Western Monarch and
Milkweed Occurrence Database 2018.

3.2 Critical Habitat

The USFWS online map of critical habitat for federally listed species (USFWS 2023c) was reviewed
for proposed or designated critical habitat in the Project vicinity. The Project does not overlap
proposed or designated critical habitat for any terrestrial species, and critical habitat for species
under the jurisdiction of USFWS does not occur within 4 miles of the action area.

The adjacent Stockton Diverting Canal is designated critical habitat for the Central Valley Distinct
Population Segment of steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus) (NOAA Fisheries 2023). The
edge of the canal channel is approximately 200 feet from the boundary of the construction
footprint. A chain-link fence and levee further separate the canal from the construction footprint.
There will be no effects to aquatic or riparian habitats, and because all Project activities are
occurring on the landside of the levee, there is no chance of runoff, equipment, or other Project
impacts to enter the canal or the riparian zone. Therefore, the steelhead critical habitat in the
Stockton Diverting Canal will not be adversely modified by Project activities. Thus, there is no
potential for Project activities to impact any aquatic or terrestrial designated critical habitats and
this issue is not discussed further in this BA.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 3-2 Species and Critical Habitat Considered
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4.0 Description of the Proposed Action

4.1 Project Description

The following section provides details of the Project components. Please see Appendix A for
photographs of the construction footprint described herein.

4.1.1 Project Activities

The Project will install a new ASR well at the District’s Treatment Facility to replace the existing
Well 74-01. An ASR well in this location would allow the District to store excess surface water
during above-normal water years by recharging the aquifer.

The ASR well would be installed using a reverse rotary drilling rig. Equipment supporting this
effort includes a pipe truck (drill rods), water truck, fluid/solids separation tanks, additional
support vehicles, and other necessary equipment. A pump rig would be used to set a test pump to
determine the capacity of the well, and then a production pump with an ASR flow control valve
would be installed, based on well capacity. An approximately 10,000-square-foot area would be
needed for the installation of the well, with an additional 100-square-foot area remaining around
the well for aboveground piping and controls.

In addition to the construction of the new ASR well, two new pipelines will be installed for the
recharge water and the recovered water. To install the recharge pipeline, a 2-foot-wide by 5-foot-
deep trench extending up to 800 feet will be excavated between the ASR well and the existing
Calwater Discharge Pipeline. To install the recovered water pipe, a 2-foot-wide by 5-foot-deep
trench extending up to 50 feet will be excavated from the ASR well to the meter vault at Well 74-
01. The pipelines from the new ASR well will connect to a flow meter vault (in-ground) and
existing valves.

The well house building on site will remain in place. Well 74-01 is located inside the building and
will be destroyed with a sand cement grout. Also inside the well house building is a separate
chlorine treatment room. The use of this treatment system and room was discontinued many years
ago, and the Project will not affect them. An existing perimeter fence around the well house
building will be removed temporarily at the northeast corner to accommodate the new ASR well
construction.

Approximately 850 linear feet of new conveyance piping would be installed and connected to
existing pipelines, check valves, air vents, and flow meters for the aboveground components.
Standard construction equipment would be used for installation and all excavated material would
be placed with the nearby soil stockpile.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 4-1 Description of the Proposed Action
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4.2 Conservation Measures

The following measures would be implemented by the District and its construction contractor(s)
to avoid and minimize potential adverse effects on giant garter snake and other fish and wildlife
and their habitats.

Where feasible and practicable (e.g., based on the size of the action area and work to be
performed), clearly mark work area limits (e.g., with flagging or fencing), including access
roads; staging and equipment storage areas; fueling and concrete washout areas; and
equipment exclusion zones. Work will occur only within the marked limits.

All excavated trenches more than 2 feet deep will be covered with plywood or similar
materials at the end of each workday. If the trenches cannot be closed, one or more escape
ramps will be constructed of earthen-fill or created with wooden planks. All covered or
uncovered excavations will be inspected, for the presence of giant garter snake at the
beginning of each day and before filling

If erosion control fabrics are used, products will not be used with plastic monofilament or
cross-joints in the netting that are bound/stitched (such as straw wattles, fiber rolls, or erosion
control blankets), which could trap giant garter snakes and other wildlife.

Before project activities begin, a Worker Environmental Awareness Program will be
presented to all project personnel working on the project site. The program will be conducted
by a qualified biologist with knowledge of giant garter snake. The program will address the
following: biology and habitat needs; regulatory status and protection; measures required to
reduce potential impacts during project construction; penalties for non-compliance; and
benefits of compliance.

A qualified biologist will be onsite monitoring for the presence of giant garter snake during
vegetation removal and initial ground disturbance. The District will keep a qualified biologist
on an on-call basis during all other project-related activities.

All giant garter snakes encountered will not be harassed, harmed, or killed and will be
allowed to leave the construction area on their own volition, and project activities in the
immediate vicinity will stop until the animal moves away. The biologist will notify the
USFWS immediately if any listed species are found on-site, and will submit a report,
including date(s), location(s), habitat description, and any corrective measures taken to
protect the species found.

Project personnel will inspect under all vehicles and heavy equipment for the presence of
wildlife before the start of each workday when equipment is staged overnight. Additionally,
all pipes, culverts, and similar structures that have been stored on-site for one or more nights
will be searched for wildlife before being buried, capped, or moved.

Maintain a 10-mile-per-hour speed limit along access routes, except on county roads and
state and federal highways.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 4-2 Description of the Proposed Action
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All food-related trash items such as wrappers, cans, bottles or food scraps generated during
project activities will be disposed of in closed containers and removed daily from the project
site. No deliberate feeding of wildlife will be allowed.

No domestic pets associated with project personnel will be permitted on the project site.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 4-3 Description of the Proposed Action
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5.0 Status of Species in the Action Area

The giant garter snake is federally listed as threatened (Federal Register 58:54053). The snake was
historically found in most of the wetlands of the Central Valley, but today the species has a more
limited distribution, ranging from Butte County in the north to Fresno County in the south. They
inhabit wetlands such as marshes, sloughs, ponds, small lakes, and other waterways. They also
occupy agricultural wetlands including rice fields, irrigation canals, and drainage ditches. They
prefer wetlands with vegetation cover both in the water channel and on the banks, as they depend
on cover to hide from predators (USFWS 2017). They are typically absent from large rivers;
wetlands with sand, gravel, or rocky substrates; and riparian areas lacking suitable basking sites or
prey populations (Hansen and Brode 1980). They generally remain active through the summer
months, and then become inactive or greatly reduce their activities during late fall and winter,
hibernating from October to March in abandoned burrows of small mammals located above
prevailing flood elevations (Fisher et al. 1994). Although they are always associated with aquatic
habitats, giant garter snakes also depend on suitable upland habitat for basking and shelter during
cold weather (USFWS 2017).

Suitable giant garter snake habitat has all features necessary to support permanent populations of
the species, including: (1) fresh-water aquatic habitat with protective emergent vegetative cover
that will allow foraging; (2) upland habitat near the aquatic habitat that can be used for
thermoregulation and for summer shelter in burrows; and (3) upland refugia that will serve as
winter hibernacula (USFWS 2017). The width of uplands used by giant garter snake varies
considerably; however, suitable upland located within 200 feet of aquatic habitat is generally
considered adequate to capture the typical area of use for a giant garter snake-(USFWS 2017).

The Project is located within the Stockton Management Unit of the Delta Basin Recovery Unit for
this species (USFWS 2020). The CNDDB (CDFW 2023) identifies one documented occurrence
of giant garter snake within 5 miles of the action area; this locality record is the only one that is
within the Stockton Management Unit (USFWS 2017). This occurrence is from 1976 and is
approximately 2 miles northwest of the action area along the Stockton Diverting Canal. The
occurrence report notes that subsequent surveys of the location in the mid-1980s yielded no
detections. The immediate vicinity surrounding this area is highly developed with residential
neighborhoods, shopping centers, and industrial complexes.

As observed during the September 2023 field surveys, the Stockton Diverting Canal near the action
area was characterized by an approximately 15-foot-wide water channel with marginal emergent
vegetation in the water (Appendix A: Photo 7). The banks were steep and were composed of a mix
of grassland and riparian plant species. The sides of the associated levee were covered in annual
grassland species, and pedestrians were observed recreating on the levee crown. Northwest of the
action area, the canal is surrounded by urban development and farmlands until it eventually reaches
full urbanization in the City of Stockton. Southeast of the action area, the canal is surrounded by

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 5-1 Status of Species in the Action Area
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additional farmlands dominated by upland agriculture and row crops. The potential upland habitat
in the action area is low quality, with approximately one third of it having sparse to no vegetation.

The Stockton Diverting Canal may provide suitable aquatic habitat and suitable upland habitat
where annual grasslands are within 200 feet of the canal. However, there is little evidence to
suggest that giant garter snake still occupy the vicinity of the 1976 occurrence, considering the
amount of urbanization and absence of other suitable habitats in the greater vicinity. Therefore,
any suitable aquatic habitat in the canal is likely isolated and lacks connectivity to other suitable
aquatic habitat. Additionally, any associated upland habitat in the action area is marginal in quality,
as it has large pockets of exposed soil that do not provide the cover that giant garter snakes require.
Therefore, giant garter snake is very unlikely to occur in the action area.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 5-2 Status of Species in the Action Area
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6.0 Effects of the Proposed Project

Based on desktop review and observations of habitat conditions within and adjacent to the action
area, giant garter snakes are not anticipated to occupy the action area. Nevertheless, the Stockton
Diverting Canal provides pockets of suitable habitat, and the action area contains marginally
suitable upland habitat, so there is some potential for giant garter snake to occur. In the unlikely
event a giant garter snake is present in the action area, Project-related activities could result in
disturbance, displacement, or death of individuals. In addition, trash or food waste generated by
Project activities could attract predators (coyotes, feral dogs) and expose any present giant garter
snakes to increased risk of predation. However, any potential for take of giant garter snake would
be greatly reduced by implementing the conservation measures outlined in section 4.2 of this
report.

Any disturbance of displacement of giant garter snakes from the upland habitat in the action area
would be temporary and limited to the period of Project-related activities. The temporary
disturbance of giant garter snake upland habitat is not expected to be significant for this species
within the action area or its overall range because the habitat is of marginal quality, is disconnected
from other higher quality suitable habitat, and will revert back to its pre-Project condition after
construction is complete. Disturbance of the habitat may impede some behaviors, but this is likely
not significant to the species overall given that the aquatic habitat (Stockton Diverting Canal) is
not being impacted, and, more importantly, the species may no longer occupy the area or only does
so at low densities.

In summary, potential for adverse effects on giant garter snake would be minimized by
implementing the conservation measures described above. Conducting worker training would
ensure effective implementation of conservation measures and minimize potential for intentional
and accidental ESA violations; conducting the pre-construction survey would identify areas that
show potential evidence of giant garter snake occupation and establish avoidance buffers;
conducting monitoring during vegetation clearing would confirm the upland habitat is unoccupied
or determine the appropriate avoidance buffers to implement; limiting all Project activities to the
construction footprint and access routes (existing barren or disturbed areas) would minimize direct
disturbance of habitat that could support giant garter snake; covering holes and trenches or
providing exit ramps and capping and/or inspecting pipes and culverts would avoid entrapment;
and limiting Project activities to daytime hours during the summertime would minimize potential
for giant garter snake to be dormant in the construction footprint when Project-related vehicles and
equipment are operating. Effectively implementing these measures would avoid and minimize
potential adverse effects to giant garter snake in the action area.

Considering the Project location, the low-quality habitat, the lack of recent detections in the
vicinity, and the implementation of the conservation measures, the potential for Project activities
to adversely affect giant garter snake is insignificant.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 6-1 Effects of the Proposed Project
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7.0 Cumulative Effects

Under the ESA, cumulative effects are those effects of future state, tribal, local, or private actions
that are reasonably certain to occur within the action area of the Federal action subject to
consultation (50 CFR 402.2). Future Federal actions that are unrelated to the proposed action are

not considered in this assessment because they require separate consultation under Section 7 of the
ESA.

Routine agricultural activities and other private landowner actions are likely to be ongoing in the
action area. All of these potential future activities could alter habitat for and/or increase incidental
take of giant garter snake and other Federally listed species and would be cumulative to the effects
of the proposed action. Reclamation is not aware of any other future state, Tribal, local, or private
actions that are reasonably certain to occur within the action area.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 7-1 Cumulative Effects
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8.0 Conclusion

The Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, giant garter snake. Potential for this
species to occupy the action area is very low, and implementation of the conservation measures
would avoid or minimize potential for adverse effects to occur. With implementation of these
measures, potential effects would be insignificant.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District 7-1 Conclusion
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Appendix A Photographs of the Action Area

Photo 1- Proposed site of the ASR well. Photo 2 - Pump house building.

Photo 4 — View from action area looking west
grassland plant community. towards the Stockton Diverting Canal and
associated levee.

Photo 3 - Representative site photo showing

Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Study and Design Project GEI Consultants, Inc.
Stockton East Water District Appendix A



EXHIBIT A 30 of 40

Photo 5- Bare section of action area. Photo 6- Plant community approximately 20-feet
from the Stockton Diverting Canal, composed of a
mix of grassland and riparian species.

Photo 7- Stockton Diverting Canal.
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Appendix B U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Species
List
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Sacramento Fish And Wildlife Office
Federal Building
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846
Phone: (916) 414-6600 Fax: (916) 414-6713

In Reply Refer To: September 16, 2023
Project Code: 2023-0129787
Project Name: SEWD Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Project

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the [PaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation-
handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts, see https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what-
we-do.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation-
migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit
to our office.
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Attachment(s):

= Official Species List

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Sacramento Fish And Wildlife Office
Federal Building

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

(916) 414-6600
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Project Code:
Project Name:
Project Type:
Project Description:

2023-0129787

SEWD Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well Project

Water Supply Facility - Maintenance / Modification

The Stockton East Water District Aquifer Storage and Recovery Well
Project consists of the

installation of an aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) well at the Stockton-
East Water District

Treatment Facility to replace the existing Well 74-01. Implementation of
an ASR project would

allow SEWD to store excess surface water by recharging the aquifer
during periods of high river

flow or during above-normal to wet water years. The ASR well will be
installed using a reverse

rotary drilling rig, which will be supported by a pipe truck (drill rods),
water truck, fluid/solids

separation tanks, and other equipment plus support vehicles. A pump rig
would be used to set a

test pump to determine the capacity of the well and then a production
pump with an ASR flow

control valve, based on the well capacity. A nominal 10,000-square-foot
area on the surface will

be needed for the installation of the well, with a nominal 100-square-foot
area remaining around

the well for above ground piping and controls. The well itself will be
placed in a 48-inch

diameter borehole extending up to 820 feet below existing ground surface.
In addition to the

construction of the new ASR well, two new pipelines will be installed for
the recharge water and

for the recovered water. This work involves excavating a two-foot wide
by five-foot deep trench

extending up to 800 feet for the recharge water pipeline between the ASR
well and the existing

Calwater Discharge Pipeline and up to 50 feet for the recovered water
pipeline from the ASR well

to the meter vault at Well 74-01. The pipeline from the new ASR well will
connect to flow meter

vault (in-ground) and existing valves. Well 74-01, located inside the well
house building, will be

destroyed with a sand cement grout. Control systems for ASR operations
will be located in the

well house. A portion of the well building included a separate chlorine
treatment room, and the
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use of this treatment system and room was discontinued many years ago.
The ASR well will not

utilize a disinfection treatment system, although the entire well house
building will remain in

place. An existing perimeter fence will be removed temporarily at the
northeastern corner to

accommodate the new ASR well construction. Standard construction
equipment would be used

to install approximately 850 linear feet of new conveyance piping to the
existing pipelines, and

corresponding check valves, air vents, and flow meters for the above-
ground

components. Excavated material would be placed with the nearby
stockpile of soil.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@37.96770225,-121.21570443863564,14z

N

Counties: San Joaquin County, California
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES

There is a total of 7 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
MAMMALS
NAME STATUS
Riparian Brush Rabbit Sylvilagus bachmani riparius Endangered

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6189

REPTILES
NAME STATUS
Giant Garter Snake Thamnophis gigas Threatened

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4482

AMPHIBIANS
NAME STATUS
California Tiger Salamander Ambystoma californiense Threatened

Population: U.S.A. (Central CA DPS)
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2076



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6189
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4482
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2076
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INSECTS
NAME

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle Desmocerus californicus dimorphus

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7850

CRUSTACEANS
NAME

Vernal Pool Fairy Shrimp Branchinecta lynchi

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/498

Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp Lepidurus packardi

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2246

CRITICAL HABITATS
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STATUS
Candidate

Threatened

STATUS

Threatened

Endangered

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S

JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL

ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7850
https://ecos.fw