
DATE: April 28, 2026    AGENDA ITEM NO. D-8 

TITLE: Authorization of Section 203 Letter of Intent – Farmington Dam 
Feasibility Study 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Authorizing the Board President to Execute and 
Submit a Letter of Intent to Undertake the Farmington Dam 
Feasibility Study Under Section 203 of WRDA 1986 

Executive Summary 
Staff requests the Board of Directors (Board) authorize the Board President to execute 
and submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) to the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) to 
undertake a feasibility study for modifications to Farmington Dam pursuant to Section 203 
of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1986, as amended. The LOI 
initiates the formal process for Stockton East Water District (SEWD) to sponsor the 
study—authorized in WRDA 2024—to expand Farmington Dam from a 52,000 acre-foot 
flood control facility to a 112,000 acre-foot multi-purpose reservoir supporting water 
supply storage, groundwater recharge, and continued flood management for Rock Creek. 

Background 
Section 201(b)(2) of WRDA 2024 authorized the Secretary of the Army to conduct a 
feasibility study for modifications to the project for flood control and other purposes. The 
authorization specifically contemplates improved flood risk management and 
modifications to support water supply recharge and storage at Farmington Dam. 

Section 203 of WRDA 1986, as amended, allows a non-federal interest to fund and 
prepare a feasibility study on behalf of the federal government, submit it directly to the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), and advance it to Congress for 
authorization—significantly expediting the process compared to a traditionally federally-
led study. SEWD has engaged with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 
Sacramento District, and both parties share an understanding of the importance of 
moving rapidly. 

Summary 
The LOI requests the Assistant Secretary's direction to the Sacramento District 
commander to enter into two Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs)—one for federal 
activity support and one for USACE technical assistance—to support the Section 203 
study. SEWD is prepared to provide all funds and resources necessary. The LOI is 
addressed to Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) Adam R. Telle and is copied 
to key USACE leadership and Representative Josh Harder (CA-9). 

Financial Impact 
Submission of the LOI has no direct financial impact. Cost obligations will arise upon 
execution of Memorandums of Agreement with USACE following approval of the LOI by 
the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works). Study costs will be brought back to the 
Board for review and approval prior to execution of any agreement. 

RBM Handout: 04/28/26 
Agenda Item: D-8



Recommendation 
Staff recommends the Board authorize the Board President to execute and submit the 
attached Letter of Intent to Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) Adam R. Telle 
requesting approval to undertake the Farmington Dam Feasibility Study under Section 
203 of WRDA 1986. 
 
Staff Responsible for Report 
 
 
          Date: 04/28/26  
Justin M. Hopkins, General Manager 
 
 
Attachments 
1. Draft Letter of Intent 
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Weekly Water Report   As of: 
 April 21, 2026 

 As of: 
 April 28, 2026 

New Hogan (NHG) TOC   282,406   294,091*    AF 
Storage:    211,699  213,086*    AF 
Net Storage Change: +1,650 +1,387   AF 
Inflow: 92   151*  CFS 
Release: 34    115*   CFS 

New Melones (NML) Allocation 75,000   75,000   AF 
Storage: 1,861,078    1,870,734*    AF 
Net Storage change: -22,862 +9,656   AF 
Inflow: 2,177  1,414*    CFS 
Release: 1,520  814**    CFS 

Source: CDEC Daily Reports 

Goodwin Diversion (GDW) 
Inflow (Tulloch Dam): 1,527     896    CFS 
  

Release to Stanislaus River (S-98): 555    952    CFS 
Release to OID (JT Main): 461  336   CFS 
Release to SSJID (SO Main): 105   165    CFS 
Release to SEWD & CSJWCD:     0   31    CFS 
Total Release 1,121     1,484   CFS 

Source: Tri-Dam Operations Daily Report 
Farmington Dam (FRM) 

Diverted to SEWD: 0  30      CFS 
Diverted to CSJWCD: 0      0    CFS 

Surface Water Used 
Irrigators on New Hogan: 0    0 
Irrigators on New Melones: 0     0 
Out-Of-District Irrigators: 0  0 
DJWWTP Production: 32   36   MGD 

North Stockton: 7  6     MGD 
South Stockton: 6      6    MGD 
Cal Water: 14  20     MGD 

City of Stockton DWSP Production: 10     13    MGD 

District Ground Water Extraction 
74-01 0 0     GPM 
74-02 0 0     GPM 
North 625 620    GPM 
South 1,520 1,530     GPM 
Extraction Well # 1 2,530 2,560    GPM 
Extraction Well # 2 3,250 3,230     GPM 
Total Well Water Extraction 7,925 7,940   GPM 
Total Ground Water Production 11 11   MGD 

   Note: **The data reported here is available as of 04/26/26 
*The data reported here is available as of 04/27/26

All other flow data reported here is preliminary, as of 9:00 a.m. on 04/28/26
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